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News

I’m sure that all of you will be aware that 
the building work is now well under way at 
the church - and legally too, as the City 
Council has formally approved our plans.

The builders, Martin and Hamilton, moved in 
as soon as the flowers and other decorations 
were removed after the Diver-Pollock wedding 
on 21st April. Since then things have moved 
on quickly with the pews having been 
removed and most having gone to new 
homes in the congregation; the floorboards 
have been lifted; the transept side window is 
now a door; areas of spalled brick have been 
removed from the outside; the steel centres of 
the pillars have been exposed; and the 
plasterwork inside the building has been 
chipped away to reveal the brickwork. Wells 
Kennedy have also removed the organ and it’s 
pipes for some ‘respite care’ for the next year. 

The white covering on the roof above the 
Sanctuary is the start of the work on the roof 
and will also deter bats from re-entering the 
building. Some further bat surveys have been 
carried out by NIEA and nothing has been 
found so hopefully the deterrent has worked 
and the bats have taken up home in the bat 
boxes provided. 

There’ll be regular updates on the building 
project in the weekly News-sheet but I’ll let the 
photos above speak for themselves.

We’ve had our first few services in the Allen 
Hall now and like me you’re probably coming 
to terms with less space but buoyed up by the 
fact that it will only be for a year until we have 
a superbly refurbished church building to 
worship in. It has also struck me that now, 
more than at any time since the last major 
refurbishment in 1963, the church is the 
people rather than the building! 

We plan to add photos of the ongoing works 
to the Cregagh Presbyterian website ‘Photo 
Galleries’ page. You can check out progress 
there.

There’s much still to do but at last we are on 
our way. Exciting times.

David Gillespie 
BPP Member

The building project is now well 
under way.

News

P.S. The church is a building site, so 
please don’t come in the front gates 
to see what’s going on when the 
builders are there.

A Congregation 
for the Future
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News

In the four years since his Installation in 
Cregagh on 4th October 2012, Rev Dalzell’s 
pastoral care of the congregation was very 
much appreciated as was his pulpit ministry 
week by week.
Even though the members of the congregation 
were very disappointed at Rev Dalzell’s decision 
to leave they wished him every blessing in his 
new charge.
Rev Dalzell’s Farewell Services were held on 
Sunday 26th February; and following the Evening 
Service a Farewell Reception was held at which 
tributes and thanks were expressed to him, 
Catherine, Murray and Chloe by Dennison 
Mahood (Clerk of Session), Jim McCurry 
(Congregational Secretary) and John Dallas 
(Organist and Choirmaster).
Presentations were made on behalf of the 
congregation to Rev & Mrs Dalzell by Gordon 
Dunlop, Barbara Dunlop and Karen McCurry.
The Installation of Rev Dalzell in Groomsport by 
the Ards Presbytery was held on Friday 3rd 
March and was attended by a number of 
Cregagh members.

Farewell to  
the Minster
It was with a sense of sadness and shock that the Rev Paul Dalzell 
announced to the congregation on Sunday 29th January that he 
had received a Call to be Minister of Groomsport Presbyterian 
Church and that he had accepted it.

News

(From left) Gordon and Barbara Dunlop, Rev Paul and Catherine Dalzell, Jim and Karen McCurry

(From left) T Dennison Mahood (Clerk of Session), Rev 
Paul T Dalzell, John Dallas (Organist and Choirmaster)

(From left) T Dennison Mahood (Clerk of Session), Rev Paul T Dalzell, Jim McCurry 
(Congregational Secretary) and Gordon Dunlop (Treasurer)
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The Car Boot Sales were started in 
September 2010 by the Congregational 
Committee as a way of making money for our 
Church Building Project but due to the 
imminent start of the refurbishment, the last 
sale was held in March of this year as under 
Health and Safety rules we can no longer 
have members of the public wandering round 
what was going to be a building site.
In that time 66 Car Boot Sales took place 
raising a total of £17,855.24 for the Building 
Fund, and I’m sad to say that I was at every 
single one of them. That’s over 2000 tables 
sold to stall holders, not to mention the teas 
served and the hundreds of hot dogs made 
freshly for hungry punters!
Not only were they a valuable source of 
income for church funds, but they were a 
great outlet for reaching out into our local 
community, with many people of all ages and 
backgrounds waiting for the next one to come 

around so that they could catch up with new 
friends while grabbing a bargain at the same 
time. Many regulars were sad to see them go 
as the sales were a great way for individuals 
to get rid of their own clutter, raising 
thousands of pounds for them too along with 
way. We even got a full centre spread feature 
in the Newsletter.
There are too many people to thank 
individually for all their help over the years only 
to say that some of us are going to take 
advantage of a well earned break from them, 
for who knows if they’ll return once the church 
is back up and running again in 2018. Watch 
this space!

Time to  
shut up shop!
Yes, the Car Boot lids have finally gone down after over six 
and a half years at our regular fundraising sales in Cregagh. 
Karen McCurry, our Car Boot Sale organiser and her husband 
Jim can hang up their hotdog stall aprons as well as she tells 
us about the success of the sales over the years.

A busy hall at the Cregagh Car Boot Sale!

Jim McCurry on the hotdog stall

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs
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And it was not just removing them, but also 
trying to deliver them to the members of the 
church that wanted to have one of their very 
own at home. With most of the pews being 
over 16ft in length it was inevitable that they 
were going to get cut in half in order to fit into 
any sort of van for delivery, but one customer 
had asked that his be kept in the full length for 
his new home.
The dilemma ensued as to how we were even 
getting it out of the church and storing it 
somewhere until his new home was ready for 
it. So it was all hands on deck and time for the 
pew to go for a walk out onto the Cregagh 
Road. As there was no way the pew was 
going to turn in any of the doorways or 
corridors, our team of burly men and women 
made light of the job and carried it out the 
main doors and then went for a walk with it 

around the pavements of Cregagh and back 
in the steps at the side door, to it’s temporary 
resting place outside the Stewart Hall, much 
to the amusement of on looking motorists.
I am pleased to say that over two thirds of the 
existing church pews have been re-homed 
with members of the church, with the 
remaining third going to a local Architectural 
Salvage man in East Belfast, that has sat in 
them many a time as he is a local to the 
Cregagh Area. I hope to keep a photo 
scrapbook of where all our old pews have 
ended up, once people get them polished up 
and into their new positions.
Thanks to everyone that helped move the 
pews both out of the church and around the 
countryside in our delivery van, and hope that 
all the bad backs that came as a 
consequence of this heal quickly!

Pews on the move!

With our building project now 
in full swing, one of the more 
arduous tasks was removing 
the existing church pews as 
Karen McCurry, BPP Secretary 
tells us.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

A perfect end for the ‘old’ church

For most of us the final service in Cregagh 
was on Easter Sunday, but for the lucky 
people that had an invitation, the old 
church still had one last official function to 
perform, and that was the Wedding of 
Kirsty Pollock and Aaron Diver on Friday 
21st April 2017.  
The happy couple had been aware for many 
months that the timing of our Church Building 
Project was going to have an impact on their 
wedding plans, but were happy to proceed 
even though they could end up being part of a 
building site.
As they were about to enter the solemn 
sacrament of marriage, so were they about to 
enter a hard hat area!  All precautions were 
taken and the Bride and Groom turned up to 
their wedding rehearsal the night before in the 
appropriate Health and Safety gear.  Thankfully 
we did not make them wear the hats on the 

Big Day and no bits of falling masonry or visits 
from our resident bats took place to ruin the 
ceremony. 
At least you can see from the photo of the 
happy couple walking down the aisle that 
there were smiles all around, and they can 
look back in years to come and remember 
that this was the last day that our original 
building was in use.  As soon as the guests 
stepped outside to take their wedding photos, 
a team got together to move out the final bits 
of furniture such as the Communion Table, 
Lectern etc, so that the builders were ready to 
move on site on the Monday morning.
May they have a long a happy married life with 
new beginnings not just for Mr and Mrs Diver, 
but also a new start for the people of Cregagh 
as their long awaited refurbishment project 
finally gets underway
Karen McCurry, BPP Secretary

A 'pew on the move' with the moving team!
The last wedding in the church Mr and Mrs Aaron Diver
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Update  
from Malawi

Cregagh Congregation —You are 
making a significant difference in 
the lives of people you have never 
met in Malawi – 8000 miles away!!

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs
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Sheena Stewart lets us know about just 
some of these people…
Meet Jonathan - he is 14 years old.  He lives 
with his granny and younger sister in a shack 
in Ndirande. The only income they have is 
about £8 each month from the rental of two 
small rooms in their very small home. A bag of 
maize which is their staple food costs £11.  
Jonathan and his sister Elina were going to 
school hungry until we met them through our 
small sponsorship programme. Now they 
have food, school uniforms and necessary 
school materials and plus a solar light to aid 
their studies in the evening.
Meet Rebecca and Enipher - Both widows 
who volunteer at Chifundo3 Orphan and 
Vulnerable Childrens’ Centre. Here our friend 
Edith heads up a project that provides basic 
nurturing and education for about 100 
pre-school children. With our support both 
ladies have attended training sessions to 
improve their skills when working with the 
children. 
Meet the teenagers - When Edith visited us 
in Belfast she told us how her committee had 
to close the Childrens’ Corner at Chifundo 
because they had no supervisors to run the 
afternoon activities. However due to your 
generosity Zelia and Teleza have been 
recruited to organise activities for the 86 boys 

and 72 girls who have registered. They meet 
two afternoons a week and the supervisors 
cost us less than £30 a month, (for both).
Meet the borrowers - Two micro finance 
groups have been set up with money raised 
through speaking engagements with Belfast 
Soroptomists and a local Probus Group. A 
small amount of capital has meant up to 
twenty people (families) can now benefit from 
investing in a small business. More capital is 
always needed to form more groups to drive 
the meagre economy
Meet the congregation - Malawi has been 
suffering from the effects of two lost harvests 
and many people come to the church for aid. 
Here we see a recent distribution of maize to 
needy families. There is endless need in this 
community.
The projects we are engaged in are just the tip 
of a huge iceberg, but we are touching 
individual lives who in turn impact on a family, 
or the community in which they live. With 
God’s help we can continue and grow the 
work in Malawi carried out in His name. 
Margaret McLaren, Hannah and myself will 
travel to Blantyre in September where we will 
catch up with everyone and bring back an 
update to keep everyone informed of 
progress.

Registering for children's corner at Chifundo3

Maize distribution

Meet Jonathan

Enipher - Helper at Chifundo3

The Lending Group
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Several former members of Cregagh Choir 
who had sung under John’s leadership 
attended and joined with the present choir in 
leading in the praise. Rev Dr Ron Savage 
conducted the service after which a lunch for 
choir and guests was held in Belvoir Golf Club.
John is the fourteenth organist in Cregagh 
since the congregation was founded in 1900 
and he is the longest serving. The three 
longest serving are Jim Woods (whom John 
succeeded) who served for 23 years; William 
Dunlop for 26 years and now John for 40 
years!
John ‘s first choir practice was on Thursday 
26th May 1977 having previously been 
organist and choirmaster in Westbourne 
Presbyterian Church for eight years. He came 
to Cregagh with a well proven record of choral 
music. He was Producer and Musical Director 
of the Belfast Operatic Society for some years 
as well as being Choral Director for Opera 
Northern Ireland. His fine baritone voice had 
been broadcast widely as a soloist on radio 
and television. John’s choral and musical 
ability also manifested itself during his working 

career as Music Teacher in Ballyclare High 
School. Since his retirement from education 
he can be seen at the checkouts in Marks and 
Spencer, but I don’t think he is allowed to 
break into song while attending to his 
customers!!
Under John’s direction the choir has 
presented such works as the Handel’s 
‘Messiah’, Haydn’s ‘Creation’, Stainer’s 
‘Crucifixion’, Fauré’s Requiem’ and many 
other great works. The Church Choir has lead 
worship at services and evensongs as well as 
many concerts throughout the province and 
beyond.
At a consultation to Cregagh by the East 
Belfast Presbytery it was reported that 
“Cregagh Church Choir is surely one of the 
best in the land”.
John has worked industriously over the past 
forty years and it is due to him that the good 
choral tradition is still very much alive in 
Cregagh.

Thank you John, and many congratulations 
on your ‘Ruby Anniversary’.

Organist’s 
fortieth 
anniversary
As Dennison Mahood reports, John Dallas has just completed forty 
years as organist and choirmaster of Cregagh; and to mark the event 
a special service was held on Sunday morning, 7th May. 

John at the organ

The 'augmented' choir

Dennison Mahood presents John with a token 
of our appreciation

John receives and congratualtory card from choir 
chairman Robert McNair

Dr Joe McKee with John
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Our GOLD adventure started way back at the 
end of September 2016 when we were 
chosen to go on a ‘Go for GOLD’ selection 
weekend. At this weekend we were put 
through a variety of challenges which could 
arise on any of the GOLD projects. It was fun 
filled weekend…but we are sworn to secrecy!
In December, emails were received offering 
Susan a place on the GOLD project to Oman 
and Roxy a place on the GOLD project to 
Estonia. We were both ecstatic and pleased 
for each other. We were unable to announce 
the great news until all teams had been 
allocated. 
This is the first year of the GOLD project in 
Oman and the main aims of the project will be:
1. To increase membership in Oman Guides;
2. To retain current members of Oman Guides 

and prepare them for leadership; 
3. To facilitate the introduction of more 

community based guiding. 

This will be the second year of the GOLD 
project in Estonia and the main aims of the 
project will be:
1. To retain rovers so they become leaders;
2. To facilitate the creation of a Senior Section 

programme;
3. To recruit new leaders and introduce a 

mentoring programme.

First Briefing – Tolmers Scout Centre 
London
This would be the first time we would get to 
meet our team members properly. We had a 
fantastic weekend of getting to know each 
other. It was a jam packed weekend of FUN 
and learning. Each morning after breakfast we 
had ‘wake up and shake up’ when we would 
go outside and play a game to get us all 
warmed up and ready to listen to the training. 
On the Saturday morning we had a chance to 
listen to more about GOLD and previous 

GOLD (Girlguiding Overseas Linked with 
Development) enables young women to 
develop their potential and make a difference in the world. Susan Forsythe 
and Roxy Thompson have been chosen to represent Girlguiding Ulster at the 
event this year. They are the first to do so in many years as they explain.

GOLD  
Adventure 
2017!

GOLD trips and have a think about which 
group roles we would like to do. After lunch it 
was time for a talk about fundraising, picking 
our team kit, culture shock and awareness 
training, and talking about health and 
wellbeing on the project. We had some group 
time before dinner and the evening 
entertainment was to celebrate the Rainbows 
30th Birthday with silly party games and pop 
music from our own Rainbow years. On 
Sunday morning we had a talk on publicity 
and PR and we had an introduction to training 
before some group time. After lunch we 
cleared up and headed home. 

Second briefing – Scout Park London 
It was good to meet up with our teams again, 
ready to start planning for the project. On 
Saturday morning we had the chance to run a 
10 minute session to three of the other GOLD 
teams based on the demographics of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland (we were given 
the same topic in our respective teams!). After 
lunch we went to our Group Role training. On 
the project Roxy will be looking after 
photography and video, while Susan will be 
looking after social media and blogging. After 
dinner we had evening entertainment based 
on the Best of British. Roxy's team were given 
the theme of television and did a few activities 
based on the game show The Cube. Susan’s 
team was given the theme of Science and 
Technology and asked the teams to become 
inventors and build a bridge of A4 size across 
two chairs that was not allowed to be 
attached to the chairs! Everyone had a great 
time celebrating our British culture and 
dressed up based on their theme. On Sunday 
morning we had a training session outside in 
the sun from WAGGGS (World Association of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts). We had one 
more session on recruitment before lunch. 
After lunch we cleared up and watched a 

The Oman team The Estonia team

Susan and Roxy
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Brownie  
Leader Award!

Feature Feature

I began Guiding as a unit helper with Brownies 
at Cregagh Presbyterian in 1997. It wasn't 
long before I started training to be a Leader, 
and soon took over as leader in charge.  I 
have also held the role of District 
Commissioner and at present I am the 
Division Leadership Co-ordinator helping 
support new leaders as they work on their 
leadership qualification. 
Over the years we have had many adventures 
with the Brownies - celebrations, including our 
Centenary and the Golden Jubilee, loads of 
Pack Holidays, from Newcastle to 
Portstewart, Lorne to Dublin and, of course, 
lots and lots of badges.  It's been wonderful to 
be part of the lives of the many girls and 
young women who have come through the 
organisation. Watching girls grow into 
confident young women has been a huge 
privilege.  Seeing some of those girls become  
leaders themselves with our Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides assures me that Guiding 

in Cregagh will thrive for many years to come.  
This year, one of my former Brownies even 
brought her own daughter to join us!
The last 20 years have gone so fast, but as 
they say time flies when you're having fun! 
Here's to the next 20!

Congratulations Vicki from all of us in 
Cregagh Presbyterian!

In mid April Vicki Thompson attended the 
Girlguiding Belfast County Awards at Belfast 
City Hall to receive her 20 Year Service Award 
from Girlguiding Ulster's Chief Commissioner, 
Brenda Herron. Here’s her story…

PowerPoint of our GOLD journey so far. This 
would be the last time that all eight teams 
would be together. We hope everyone has the 
time of their lives as they plan and implement 
their projects across the world!
The third briefing for Susan will be taking place 
in the 3rd weekend in June. 

Please follow our GOLD journey through 
our blogs:
Susan  
https://teamoman2017.wordpress.com
Roxy 
http://goldestonia2017.blogspot.co.uk

The Oman team

Susan and Roxy with mascot!

(From Left) Roxy Thompson, Vicki 
Thompson and Brenda Herron, Girlguilding 
Ulster Chief Commissioner
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What are your main interests and hobbies? 
A spectator sportsman (rather than participant), I particularly follow football 
and rugby union.  I enjoy music and take an interest in current affairs.
What is your favourite hymn? 
It’s impossible to pick one since I appreciate the best of traditional and 
contemporary praise, although Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart 
Townend do produce consistently excellent praise for the modern era 
with good music and words which helpfully and faithfully summarise 
the Bible’s message.

What is your favourite place to visit? 
I enjoy cities rather than beaches for holidays as they have interesting 
things to see and do.  Dublin, Edinburgh, London and Paris would be 
among my regular favourites.

What is your indulgence? 
Chocolate!

What item could you not live without? 
Despite earlier technophobe reference – my laptop!

What’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given? 
Follow Jesus!

What are you most proud of? 
My wife and children.

Have you any regrets? 
I regret my many faults and failings but thanks to God’s grace I don’t 
often allow them to cast a shadow over the present or the future.

Quick death or time to prepare? 
I would probably like to have the opportunity to say my goodbyes to 
loved ones but none of us are guaranteed tomorrow so it is important 
to be always ready to go. I don’t look forward to the process of dying 
but do not fear death as it is the passageway into God’s eternal 
intimate presence.

Feature

This is My Life!
In this Summer 2017 edition of Church News we 
are delighted to feature the Rev Stephen Moore 
who is the Convenor in charge of our Vacancy 
here in Cregagh. Stephen is the minister of 
Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church.

Where were you born and brought up?
I was born in Carrickfergus and grew up in Jordanstown.

Tell us about your family.  
My wife Liz is a teacher in Strandtown Primary School.  Our daughter 
Christina is married to Mark.  They are members of First Holywood 
although Christina works as the Youth Officer for the Diocese of Connor 
in the Church of Ireland.  Our son David works in Public Affairs in London.

Where were you educated?  
I attended Carrickfergus Primary School, Methody and then Queen’s 
University studying Computer Science (ironic as I am a bit of a 
technophobe!) before being awarded my teaching certificate and 
completing my training for the Ministry through Union Theological 
College.

Tell us about your career and the churches you have been 
connected with since boyhood? 
I worked as a security guard in my late teens during summer holidays, 
spent a year with Robert McNair (small world!) as part of my Computer 
Science degree and taught for 3 years in Sullivan in Holywood.  My 
assistantship was served in Rosemary in North Belfast, after which I 
spent 13 years as Minister of First Islandmagee before moving to 
Gilnahirk 11 years ago.

Rev Stephen Moore
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Back in September the YF chose a few 
different topics they wanted to cover during 
the year. We began by looking at different 
World Religions, such as Islam, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, and Judaism etc. This topic 
formed the basis for our Christmas evening 
service where the kids got their opportunity 
to share what they had learnt in YF with our 
congregation through some fun quizzes 
and talks.
After our Christmas break we came back only 
to learn that we were going to be a leader 
down, as Chloe was to move to Groomsport 
Presbyterian Church with Rev. Paul and 
Catherine. However, Laura and I still managed 
to hold the fort. Our next topic to introduce to 
the kids was ‘Religion vs Politics’; This was a 
topic that they selected, but it was not an easy 
one to get my own head around let alone 
teach the kids about. Following this we 
progressed into ‘Religion in the Media’, more 
specifically movies, which many of you saw at 

our evening Palm Sunday service. The kids 
began to realise that religion is in fact 
everywhere around us, and in many different 
ways it influences our society.
To finish us off before Easter we held an 
Afternoon Tea fundraiser on Saturday 8th April. 
We had an amazing turnout and are so grateful 
for everyone’s support! We would also like to 
extend our thanks to everyone who helped us 
on the day by making, baking or partaking, it 
was greatly appreciated by myself, Laura and 
the YF. We are delighted to tell you that the 
final amount raised was £600. This will be split 
between our own YF funds, The Cregagh 
Building Fund and ABAANA in memory of our 
dear friend Claire Greenaway who sadly 
passed away last November. 
We all look forward to the year ahead, and are 
very excited for our newly refurbished church in 
the near future. Thank you again to everyone 
for the support in various ways throughout the 
year. ‘Til next time, take care and God bless.

It’s been a busy few months in YF as Lauren Fincham tells us…
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An update from  
Youth Fellowship

Cup of tea anyone?

Afternoon tea with the YF
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Lt William Frederick  
Mac Hutchison’s  
resting place found after 99 years.

British First World War researcher, Tom 
Tulloch-Marshall, has been working for the 
past 12 years to try to identify the graves of 
unknown soldiers.
In 2005 he first came across the grave of an 
unknown Lieutenant who was in the Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers buried in plot XIX, Row A, 
Grave 6 of Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery 
(near Amiens in northern France) with the date 
3rd December 1918. He puzzled over this for a 
long time but was determined to solve this. He 
discovered that this date was the date when 
the body, buried by the Germans, was 
exhumed and reburied in Villers-Bretonneux 
Cemetery and not the date of the Lieutenant’s 
death. His search was hampered by wrong 
information on official records including 
misspelling of the name Mac Hutchison. Also 
William was listed as still serving in his old 
battalion, the 7th though at that stage it was in 
the Middle East. Tom discovered that at the 
time of his death William was serving with the 
1st Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers, the 8 /9th 

having been disbanded because of losses in 
February 1918 and they were in the Somme 
region near a village called Lamotte. Further 
research led him to a document by Second 
Lieutenant John Francis Barekell who 
recounted that William had sustained a 
machine gun bullet wound in the head outside 
the village of Morcourt on 27th March 1918. 
He was sent in the company of two soldiers to 
Lamotte to a field hospital not knowing that it 
was held by Germans. William died there 
possibly a couple of days later and his 
battalion was notified by one of the German 
medics. So by a process of elimination Tom 
concluded that plot X1X grave no. 6 was that 
of Lt Wm F. Mac Hutchison.
Concurrently to Mr Tulloch-Marshall’s research 
I, having come across a document in my 
house that I’d forgotten I had referring to a Wm 
F Mac Hutchison, instigated a search in the 
National Archives and to my amazement 
discovered that William was a brother of my 
maternal Grandfather of whom I and my family 

The centenary of the First World War is still with us. Sandra Harper is a member of 
our congregation and tells the story of her relative, Lt Mac Hutchison, and finding his 
final resting place in northern France. 

had no knowledge. In hindsight I can only 
surmise that his death was too painful for my 
grandparents to speak of him.
Then last year, 2016, I decided to find out 
about my ancestors – where in Scotland had 
they originated and why did they settle in 
Northern Ireland. My excellent researcher 
traced them and put her findings on the 
website Ancestry. This enabled staff at the 
Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre at 
the Ministry of Defence (MOD), to email me to 
ask if I was a relative of the Lieutenant whose 
grave they had identified. This was amazing 
news to me, completely out of the blue and 
wonderful to know where William’s resting 
place is. I had envisaged his remains being in a 
field somewhere in the Somme region. The 
MOD and Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission planned a rededication service in 
the Villers-Bretoneaux Military Cemetery with a 
new named headstone, to be held on 
Wednesday 12th April 2017, and invited me 
and family to attend. Our son Colin and I were 

privileged to be there for the dignified and 
religious service, conducted by The Reverend 
Justin Bradbury, Regimental Chaplain, The 
Queen’s Royal Hussars. I took part in the 
service by reading a poem entitled “If I should 
never to see the moon again” by Major 
Malcom Boyle, and laid a poppy wreath. 
Colonel Chris Borneman, Military Attaché to 
the British Embassy in France, gave The 
Eulogy and with a salute, laid a wreath. Two 
other wreaths were presented by 
representatives of the MOD and CWGC. The 
Mayor stood with us in support along with a 
couple of local townsfolk. The Chaplain gave 
the address followed by The Act of Dedication 
and Act of Remembrance. A bugler played 
The Last post and The Reveille that rang out in 
the still air. The moving service concluded with 
the Lord’s Prayer and Blessing. It was a very 
momentous occasion in which I felt that I was 
representing my Grandpa, his brothers and 
sister and their parents, who sadly never knew 
where William was buried and in fact didn’t 
know for sure that he had died from gunshot 

Feature

Sandra and her son Colin with the Major 
of Villers Bretonneux, M. Patrick Simon

Sandra with her son Colin and Reverend Justin Bradbury, 
Regimental Chaplain, The Queen’s Royal Hussars
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The Cregagh photo booth
John Dallas 40th

The organ

Pew, Pew, Barley McGrew...

wounds until a year later. It’s comforting to 
know that his new headstone bears his name, 
symbol of his Regiment, a cross and my 
chosen inscription: 
“Lovingly remembered by
 his parents John and Jane
brothers George and John
and sister Kathleen”
The MOD maintain this vast Australian 
cemetery with immaculate carpets of green 
grass between rows of white headstones along 
which grow flowering plants in white, yellow 
and red. There is such a feeling of calm and 
peace in the air and below there is a vista of 
fields and villages.
It is almost unbelievable that after 99 years, we 
now know where my Great Uncle William is 
buried. My Scottish ancestry researcher said 
“It’s like he was waiting to be found”.
I am extremely grateful to the MOD and 
JCCCentre for all the work they undertook to 
make this Rededication Service possible.

The wreath laying ceremony

Sandra at the wreath laying ceremony
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The Cregagh photo booth

Church Records

Marriages

21st April 2017	 Aaron George Diver, 8 Fort Manor, Dundonald  
	 to
	 Kirsty Emma Pollock, 8 Fort Manor, Dundonald

Deaths

20th January 2016	 Mrs Iza Campbell	 Sir Samuel Kelly Memorial Home

6th November 2016	 Mrs Sally Atkinson	 Loughvies Fold, Holywood

26th November 2016	 Mrs Claire Greenaway	 208 Orby Drive

10th January 2017	 Mrs Doris McKee	 88 Stirling Avenue

13th January 2017	 Mrs Joan McClintock	 29 Palmerston Road

14th January 2017	 Dr Desmond Merrett	 25 Grahamsbridge Manor

19th January 2017	 Mr Walter Condy	 30 Quarry Road

15th February 2017	 Mr Jack Swain	 21 Loopland Fold

25th February 2017	 Mr Robert Wilkins	 12 Meadowview, Ballygowan

25th March 2017	 Mrs Lillias Feely	 36 Merok Gardens

29th March 2017	 Mrs Barbara McElhinney	 26 Knockvale Park

Susan with the Oman team The GOLD challenge - the Estonia Team

Roxy during her briefing Susan during her briefing

Rebecca - Helper at Chifundo3 Ready for fresh scones and cakes at the YF afternoon tea
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December 2017

Sunday 3rd  Advent Carol Service at 11a.m.
Sunday 10th Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service at 11a.m.

Sunday 10th Youth Fellowship Christmas Service at 7p.m.
Sunday 17th Handbell Choir Christmas Service at 11a.m.
Sunday 17th Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 7p.m.

(followed by Christmas Supper)

Sunday 24th Christmas Eve Services at 11a.m. and 11.30 p.m.
Monday 25th Christmas Day Family Service at 9a.m.
Sunday 31st Old Year Service at 11.00 a.m.

January 2018

Sunday 7th New Year Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

(Some dates and events are subject to change and will be confirmed in future 
issues of Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)

Summer/Autumn/Winter 2017 
Dates for your diary

June 2017

Sunday 4th Children’s Day Service at 11a.m.
Monday 5th
- Friday 9th

Meetings of the General Assembly of PCI

Tuesday 6th Junior Choir Concert at 6.30 p.m.
Sunday 18th Summer Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 7p.m.

July / August 2017

Morning Worship at 11a.m.   
(No Evening Services)

September 2017

Sunday 3rd Organisations Service of Dedication at 11a.m.

October 2017

Sunday 1st Autumn Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Sunday 8th Harvest Thanksgiving & Gift Day Services  
at 11am and 7pm

Sunday 15th Cradle Roll Service at 11a.m.

November 2017

Sunday 12th Remembrance Day Service at 10.45 a.m.
Sunday 19th Presbyterian Women Service at 11a.m.

*All services during 
refurbishment of church 
will be held in the Allen 
Memorial Hall.



BUY A 
BRICK

A wall of bricks is now sited in the Allen Hall 
vestibule for your use. Now that the building 
work is well under way it is hoped that 
members and friends of the congregation 
will buy a brick. This could be in memory, 
in celebration or even just to support the 
building fund. 

A pen is available to write your name or message on the 
brick. A minimum of £5 per brick has been suggested and 
there is no limit to the number of bricks you can buy. If you 
wish to Gift Aid your donation plesae complete a brown 
Gift Aid envelope and place your donation in the box 
provided. Further details from Maureen Mulligan.


