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Christmas letter
Dear Friends

In J.K Rowling’s, ‘Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone’, after the whole school sang a song 

to their ‘favourite tune’, Dumbledore was one of those who clapped the loudest.

“Ah music,” he said, wiping his eyes. “A magic beyond all we do here!”

Christmas is a time for lots of different and special activities in family life, in the church and 

even at work. Often music has a large part to play.  

In our church at Cregagh, this Christmas we are looking forward to much, not least the 

special Christmas music.  For often it is music that speaks to us when words alone may fail.

I remember some years ago hearing a piece of music on the radio. Music with words that 

challenged me! I suspect it was a genre of music that has not been heard in Cregagh 

Presbyterian. Whilst not necessarily advocating the whole of the lyrics, here is the chorus:

“People killin’ people dyin’, Children hurt and you hear them cryin  

Can you practice what you preach? And would you turn the other cheek?

Father, Father, Father help us, Send some guidance from above  

Cause people got me, got me questioning, Where is the love?” 

(Black Eyed Peas – Where is the love?)

Recognising the many horrific happenings around the world it is certainly legitimate to ask 

the question, ‘where is the love?’

The writers of this song, in asking the question, cry out for help, 

‘Father, Father, Father help us, Send some guidance from above’

Christmas reminds us that the Father, did not send just guidance from above but he actually 

sent his only Son into the World to show us ‘the love’.

In the Bible in John’s first letter it says this:

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 

that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

And so we look forward to the Christmas season and especially the music focused on the 

birth of Jesus and the love we can know in him. It’s because God loved us that we also ought 

to love one another.

Please come along and invite others to the special Christmas services and events, as as we seek 

to share the love of God at Christmas.

May you have a very happy Christmas and blessed New Year.

Your minister in Christ.

Paul Dalzell
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Feature

Since last autumn the BPP has made 
significant progress on the church building 
project. Last year we met with six architects to 
discuss their ideas and what they could offer 
us, although at that time we were still working 
towards a new build. Subsequently the formal 
listing of the church and halls in November 
2013 led us to re-evaluate our priorities. As a 
result early in 2014 we shortlisted three of 
these architects and invited them to formally 
present their ideas on what would now be a 
refurbishment project.

All three firms are very capable and have 
extensive experience of working with listed 
buildings. However, we all agreed on one 
particular architect as our preferred choice 
and are currently in negotiations with them. 
Following their formal appointment the 
congregation will be informed of our decision 
and we will then work out the best  
way forward.

This is an exciting time in the building project 
and we hope that the wealth of experience of 
our new architect and his team of consultants 
will bring a fresh perspective on the project 
and help us all find renewed energy and 
enthusiasm for the path that lies ahead.

David Gillespie,  
Building Project Panel Member

A Congregation for the Future
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed 
to the Building Fund during the year either by 
Direct Giving (envelopes and standing orders) 
and or/by supporting fund raising activities. 

It is pleasing to report that at 30th September 
income is up year-on-year by 13.9% but this 
is primarily due to donations, which can be an 
uncertain source of income, almost doubling! 
Direct Giving on the other hand is down by 
13.22% and as we develop our plans for the 
restoration and refurbishment of the Church 
Building it is vital that the congregation 
continues to support the Fund as we strive to 
continue serving Christ, on this site, for many 
years to come.

The Building Project Panel (BPP) is currently in 
project definition territory but as plans are 
developed please continue to support the 
Fund as best you can.

Richard & Elaine Molyneaux 
Building Fund Convenors

Building Fund Update 
Richard and Elaine Molyneaux, Building Fund Convenors, 
report on our recent giving.
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Developing  
Pastoral Care 

In the Presbyterian Church we have a 
system of care which is delivered by elders. 
Congregations are split into districts which 
elders oversee. While this has worked well 
for many years, life is changing - districts are 
often scattered and elders, while doing their 
best to fulfil their duties, often have other 
commitments.  
And so the whole question of pastoral care is 
raised. While Kirk Sessions have the ultimate 
responsibility of making sure pastoral care 
is provided, could other members of the 
congregation be involved in practice? Do 
we know how many members are already 
‘caring’ for each other?
As a church family, we all have a 
responsibility to care. Indeed it is often 
already happening via friendships, awareness 
of who is missing on a Sunday morning, 
giving a lift, delivering a news-sheet to 
someone not able to be at worship.

‘Pastoral Care’ is a much used phrase in today’s world, but 
what does it mean in a society where people are lonely and 
suicide is on the increase?  Barbara Dunlop finds out. 

Following a Church House initiative a few 
years ago giving examples of how other 
congregations look after their members, our 
Kirk Session in Cregagh are thinking about 
how we carry out pastoral visits.  
To this end, we would like to ascertain the 
views and wishes of our congregation. We 
would be grateful if you would think about 
the enclosed questionnaire, complete it and 
return to Michael Graham or leave in box in 
the vestibule.
As we ‘seek to carry one another’s burdens’ 
may we raise awareness of what pastoral 
care really means and how we can best 
deliver it to all our members.
We would like to hear from you. Please take 
time to fill in the Pastoral Care questionnaire 
issued along with this edition of Church 
News and return it to Michael Graham or 
leave it in the box in the Vestibule.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs
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On Saturday 22nd November at 7.00pm 
in the Allen Hall, Lucy Smyth, ‘Tailor Maid’, 

Newcastle will be showing us and giving tips 
on how to restyle items from the wardrobe 

into new outfits.

Tickets are only £5, including supper. 
Available from Catherine Dalzell, Elaine Molyneaux,  

Dorothy Platt or Maureen Mulligan.

Come along and bring your friends  

for a night of fun, fascinating ideas  

and fundraising for the Church Building Fund.

Lucy’s  
 Wardrobe Workout!
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Feature

Food for thought 

We plough the fields and scatter the good 
seed on the land  
Well, not us. We don’t have time for that and 
we certainly don’t want to get our hands 
dirty, preferring instead to buy pre packaged, 
pre-washed, pre-prepared everything from 
ready mash to chopped carrots and instant 
porridge!
Never mind that some of our choices are 
flown half way across the world.  
We demand quality.
Harvest is something we are prepared to 
leave to others. The physical harvest is 
someone else’s worry. If the weather is bad 
or the crops fail isn’t that someone else’s 
problem? We’ll simply shop elsewhere,  
move on, pay more, eat something else.  
We certainly won’t starve.
How different it is for people in Malawi. 
There, almost everyone gets their hands 
dirty! Everyone is a labourer. No one is too 
proud to admit they have to grow their own 
food to ease their family’s hunger. No one is 
too proud to eat basic foodstuffs, even if they 
aren’t that fresh or juicy and don’t come from 
Marks and Spencer. 

The recent visit from our friend Eunice Jere 
brought this right home to us. Eunice is a 
dedicated vice-principal who struggles to 
find enough to eat. She can rarely afford to 
eat eggs, meat or bread and considers milk 
a luxury. Yet, she is cheerful and thankful for 
the gifts she has from God on a daily basis. 
She leaves tomorrow in His hands and trusts 
Him to provide enough for each day.
Come, ye thankful people come
Raise the strain of harvest home
How good it is to give thanks once a year. 
Thanks for all those little luxuries we now 

Recently we were greatly blessed by the visit of Malawians Eunice 
Jere and Christine Nsona to Cregagh. The experiences of these truly 
remarkable ladies should give us all food for thought. Sheena Stewart 
puts it into words. 

Harold and Sheena Stewart, Dennison Mahood, Eunice 
Jere, Christine Nsona and Rev Paul Dalzell at the Welcome 
Evening on 1 October 2014
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look on as essentials. Once a year it is good 
to stop and give thanks. 
Not so in Ndirande. Here prayers of 
thanksgiving are said at every meal, and so 
often no one knows where the next one will 
come from!
For the fruits of all creation  
‘Thanks be to God’
We celebrate all that we can see around 
us. We congratulate ourselves on being so 
well off! Yet, it is In our worldwide task of 
caring God’s will is done. In the harvest we 
are sharing God’s will is done.  To make our 
words ring true today perhaps we have to 
see beyond the display of fruit and flowers 
and examine our response. To make the kind 
of harvest we celebrate alive with meaning 
for the world. Alive with meaning for those 
who sleep rough, alive with meaning for the 
poor all around us and alive with meaning for 
our friends in Malawi, where thousands will 
go to bed very hungry tonight. 
Many of us were genuinely touched by 
Eunice Jere’s story. Can we think of ways to 
respond? We could make connections with 
her congregation in Ndirande and learn from 
them just what it means to put ones faith 

and trust completely in God. Maybe we can 
make plans to share some of what we have 
to support people in that neighbourhood, 
by offering a hand up out of the poverty into 
which they have been born. Maybe it can be 
done through education? Perhaps by helping 
Eunice’s school, where 57 teachers struggle 
to educate 6,400 pupils in 24 classrooms. 
Knowing that man cannot live by bread alone 
we can pray that God will give us food for 
thought so that we can know how we should 
support the church leaders in Ndirande. 
They struggle to provide physical food to 
nourish little bodies and spiritual food to 
comfort the souls of so many caught up in a 
circle of depravation in Malawi which is rated 
160th out of 180 countries in the Human 
Development Index.
The world produces enough food  
to feed everyone.  
Are we getting more than our share?

Eunice and Christine r

Feeding the five thousand or six Thank you for the ripened grain
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Leprosy Mission – India

I had previously visited India in 2010 as part 
of a building team and it is a country I have 
become so fond of, so when this opportunity 
arose I couldn’t wait to start planning the trip, 
however I had to be sure I was going back for 
the right reasons. Even with difficulties, with 
Visas only arriving one week before we were 
due to leave and missing our flight to Delhi, 
we put our trust in God that if he wanted us 
back in India it would happen.  

The team was made up of a medical student, 
a Social Worker and two teachers offering 
a range of skills. On this trip we had the 
opportunity to plan where we would visit 
and some of the projects we would see. 
Having visited India before this was a great 
opportunity to revisit some of the projects and 
people we had met before.  

First off we travelled to Delhi and spent a few 
days visiting Shadara Hospital where many 
patients were tested for loss of sensation 
in their hands and feet and some then 
diagnosed with Leprosy. We also visited a 
Leprosy Colony near the hospital and met 
some of the families living with Leprosy and 
spent time hearing some of the difficulties they 
face every day.  

After a few days we travelled by overnight 
train to Faizabad, a journey I will never forget, 
with the constant noise of the train shaking 
from side to side and the sheer speed we 
were going along the track! We were truly 
thankful we all arrived in Faizabad in one 
piece! I had been to Faizabad previously in 
2008 at the Vocational Training Centre (VTC) 
and it was clear to see that so many changes 
had been made. Although some of the staff 
had moved on we received excellent care 
and attention during our stay. We visited the 
classes at the VTC where young people from 
families suffering from Leprosy go to learn a 
trade or skill so they can obtain employment 
and earn a living.  

More courses have been added to the VTC 
which include sewing, carpentry, mechanical 
engineering, computers and also a beauty 
course. We couldn’t let the opportunity pass 
for the girls to try out their skills on us, so we 
received some nail treatments and they also 
practiced their Mehndi artwork on us!! We 
also went shopping for some material and 
the sewing class were able to make us the 
traditional Indian outfits, something which 
they had never done before, but the results 

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

One of our elders, Rebecca Day, has recently returned 
from her fourth trip to India where she travelled as part 
of The Leprosy Mission’s ‘Impact India Team’. 
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were amazing! The atmosphere around the 
Faizabad campus was electric, lots of chat 
and excitement all because we were staying 
there.  

We also met some of the elderly men from 
the Mercy Home who remembered us from 
2008 and were so delighted we had come 
back for a visit. We also travelled into the 
Community to previous students of the VTC 
to see them at work using their skills they had 
gained at the Centre. It was great to see how 
the work at the VTC has progressed and the 
opportunities it has provided for the young 
students in securing a better future.

We then travelled a little further to Naini 
Hospital for the next stage of our trip.  Again 
I had visited Naini in 2010 and was part of 
a low-cost housing project for a family who 
were suffering from Leprosy. During our time 
here we visited various departments within 

the hospital and were able to see the whole 
process patients go through when they first 
arrive at the Hospital. The patients must also 
attend counselling to determine the level of 
help that is needed and a course of treatment 
is arranged. I spent some time in the 
Physiotherapy department with patients who 
were having physiotherapy before and after 
surgery and also finding out a little more about 
the patient and their family situation.

We spent a day out in the Community with 
Danesh and his family. In 2010 I was part of 
the building team that built a new house for 
Danesh and his family.  Danesh and his wife 
have four daughters and one son.  Danesh 
suffered from Leprosy and lost his job as a 
result. He also suffered from depression and 
his wife suffers from Mental Health problems.  
Two of his daughters also suffered from 
Leprosy. The family home was in desperate 
need of repair and a new house was built in 

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

Traditional Indian clothes made by the Students of the VTC

Impact India team with Danesh and family
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2010. To be able to return to a family and a 
project that I had been previously involved 
with was a great opportunity. I thought they 
might not remember or even recognise 
us! I was completely wrong; it was such 
an incredible experience. The family were 

completely overjoyed to see us and took 
pleasure in bringing us into their home and 
showing us photographs of us and the team 
from 2010. They had certainly not forgotten 
that we had helped to build their new house. 
They were so thankful and delighted that we 
had come back to see them again.  

A lot has changed for Danesh and his family 
within the last four years; he is now a much 
respected member of his Community and 
has been able to return to work following 
treatment for Leprosy. His children also receive 
treatment for Leprosy and attend school. This 
has been possible due to the work of the 
Leprosy Mission providing financial support for 
the house and for school fees for the children. 
It has been a great privilege and blessing to 
have been able to go to India for a fourth time 
to be part of the work of the Leprosy Mission.  

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

Judith Carson, Danesh, Anu, Leanne York and Rebecca 
Day inside the house built in 2010
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Cregagh Online

To keep up-to-date with life at Cregagh visit:

www.cregaghpresbyterian.org 

 Follow @cregaghpresby

Search for Cregagh Presbyterian
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Running Man! 

I ran my first marathon in 1983, the second of 
the Belfast races, and I still run in that year’s 
t-shirt, which is wearing much better than I 
am! I intended to run again but marriage three 
months later put paid to a lot of my plans, 
and business and family delayed my next 
marathon until 2010!! 

While training for a climbing expedition in the 
Himalayas I decided that if I didn’t get the 
necessary gate pass then I wouldn’t waste the 
months of running, gym work, etc. and would 
run in the 2009 race. However, I was allowed 
to take part in the expedition, so instead I ran 
the following year with my climbing harness 
and an 18lb backpack, which gave me an 
excuse for running slowly! A half in Edinburgh 
followed, as did the 2011 and 2012 Belfast 
marathons and in 2013 I raised money for the 
charity ‘Malaria No More’, using social media 
to raise awareness and collecting donations 
online. 

This is such an easy way to raise funds 
without having to ask folk directly. This year, 
I added placards to the top of the backpack, 
as per the pictures, and although if it’s a windy 
day I stagger even more than usual, I do stand 
out from the crowd! As a result of this year’s 

marathon, along with the Lisburn and Belfast 
half marathons, I have raised £1300 for the 
preservation of the Church. As for my time, 
wanting value for money, I try to take as long 
as possible... although fast enough to make 
sure that there are enough spectators to 
entertain and, if I’m lucky, get a hug! Hopefully 
I can keep putting one leg in front of the other 
for a while yet and will emulate Forrest Gump 
and “Keep er lit”.

Stewart Barbour has had a lifetime of running!  
Here he tells us a bit about where and why…

Doing the mobot

Running backwards in Lisburn

Feature
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Going for 
Gold!

As many of you know, Kathryn received a 
kidney transplant in 2009 and since then 
has been involved with TSNI as a means of 
keeping fit and healthy and also to promote 
organ donation which is seen by all donor 
recipients as the ‘gift of life’. Kathryn first 
competed at the British Transplant Games 
when they were held in Belfast in 2011, 
competing in swimming and on the running 
track and also competed in Sheffield in 2012 
adding tennis into the mix.
Bolton was the biggest Games to date 
with over 700 competitors from age 3-83 
representing transplant units from right 
across the UK. Kathryn took part in tennis, 
swimming and the discus, coming away with 
2 Gold medals, 2 Silver and a Bronze, and 

her tally helped the Belfast team as a whole 
to come away with the Rose Bowl which  
is awarded to the Best Overall Adult team 
each year. 
Her results at this year’s British Transplant 
Games have also meant that Kathryn has 
been invited to represent Great Britain at 
the World Transplant Games next year 
in Argentina. Kathryn would like to thank 
everyone in Cregagh for their support 
over the years, both up to and since her 
transplant. 
Don’t forget that you too could make a 
difference to somebody’s life by signing up 
to be an organ donor and telling your loved 
ones of your wishes!

While the summer months are normally 
an opportunity for teachers to recharge 
the batteries, Kathryn Glover spent July 
finalising her training before heading 
off to compete at the British Transplant 
Games in Bolton as part of the 
Transplant Sport Northern Ireland (TSNI) 
team, as her husband Stephen tells us.

Kathryn wins gold in the pool at the 
Transplant Games

Feature

Organ donation. Speak up and save a life. 
To find out more go to: organdonationni.info
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Feature

This is My Life!
In this Christmas 2014 edition of Church 
News we are delighted to feature Maureen 
Mulligan.

Maureen is a lifelong member of Cregagh, 
has been a member of the Church Choir for 
55 years and leader of the Junior Choir for 
almost 50 years. She has been in the Praise 
Group since its formation in 2003 and was a 
Sunday School Teacher and Kidzone Leader 
for 50 years. Maureen was ordained to the 
Eldership in 1990. 

Where were you born and brought up?
I was born in the City Hospital in Belfast and all my childhood lived at 
the top of the Castlereagh Road.

Tell us about your family
I was born the eldest daughter of Samuel and Rosalie Scott (both 
deceased) and have two sisters, Rosemary and Dorothy; 2 and 11 
years younger than me respectively. Rosemary, her husband Peter, 2 
daughters and 7 grandchildren all live in England but we remain close.  
Dorothy, her husband Nigel and their children David and Emma are 
members of our Church. We have always had a special relationship 
which still continues. David and Emma are almost like my own 
children and they include me in things they do.
My only son Brian attended Cregagh until 1996 when he married 
Gillian. Brian, Gillian and my grandchildren, Matthew aged 14 and 
Jessica aged 10, live in Ballymoney so unfortunately I do not see 
them as often as I would like, however I really enjoy any time I spend 
with them. This year I holidayed with them in France and we had so 
much fun.
I absolutely love it when we get a chance for the extended family to 
spend time together.

Maureen Mulligan
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How long have you been connected with Cregagh?
I have been a member of Cregagh Presbyterian Church all my life and 
I was baptised in Cregagh. We had no car for most of my childhood 
and we walked to and from Church and to and from Sunday School 
which was then held in the afternoon in the British Legion Hall on the 
Montgomery Road. 

Where were you educated?
I attended Lisnasharragh Primary and Secondary Schools. I loved 
school and still love learning new things today. I successfully achieved 
my ‘O’ levels and was Head Girl during my final year. I also gained a 
Certificate in Business Studies at the College of Business Studies, a 
Post Graduate Diploma in Personnel Management at University of 
Ulster and St Helen’s University Liverpool, a Counselling Certificate 
with BT and the University of Sussex and a Masters in Guidance and 
Counselling at Queen’s University Belfast. 

Tell us about your career to date.
I started work in Central Benefits Branch in the Northern Ireland Civil 
Service. I then successfully applied to British Telecom and with each 
promotion my role changed. I worked in Traffic Division measuring 
traffic on the lines until I was promoted into the Sales Division. My 
next promotion was into the Finance Department where I was 
responsible for all the engineering budgets and again on promotion I 
became the Human Resource Manager where I had overall 
responsibility for all aspects of personnel including equality issues. 
After considerable training I then became the Employee Counsellor 
using eclectic methods and covering all problems that can arise in life. 
I was also trained on Post Traumatic Stress Debriefing and worked in 
Omagh for some time following the bombing incident as well as 
various hijack situations. 
In 2000, I decided to take early voluntary retirement and worked as a 
consultant for four years. 
Although I had already completed a 3 year City and Guilds Floral Art 
course and a 2 year City and Guilds course to teach adults, I 
completed a 3 year Floristry Course at Greenmount Agricultural 
College and undertook work experience in flower shops. I continue to 
work at a flower shop during busy periods. I also teach a Floral Art 
class one morning each week.
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I continue to sit on the panel hearing cases at the Industrial Tribunal.
I am also involved in a wide range of voluntary work including 
Disability Action and Aaron House, the permanent home of 14 
severely disabled adults, which comes under the PCI Board of  
Social Witness.  

What are your main interests and hobbies?
I love working with flowers whether it is for Church services, flower 
festivals, competitive work, in the shop or at home fulfilling orders for 
gifts, weddings or funeral designs. It is great to be able to give any 
proceeds to the Church Building Fund.
I also love craft work such as card making and creating and making 
jewellery. Proceeds from these too go to the Church Building Fund. 
When I can find time I would like to go to painting classes.

What is your favourite piece of music?
Für Elise is one of my favourite tunes and I have always loved it since 
my sister Dorothy learned to play it on the piano aged 10.  

What is your favourite hymn?
I love both traditional and modern hymns and have many favourites. 
However, the new ‘Blessing’, “May the Lord our God bless you with 
Love” sung by the praise group makes the hairs stand up on the back 
of my neck. 

What is your favourite place to visit?
Although I have been to many different countries around the world 
and hope to visit more in the future, my favourite place is 
Donaghadee which triggers many happy memories.

What is your favourite television programme?
I enjoy all types of quiz programmes and I love period dramas such as 
‘Downton Abbey’ and ‘Call the Midwife’. I also enjoy films based on 
true life stories.
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What’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given?
Always be honest. It is important to me to be honest and over the 
years I have been in a number of work situations where my integrity 
was vital.

What are you most proud of?
I am proud to see my son and daughter-in-law being such good 
parents to my very precious grandchildren and I felt very proud when in 
2009 I watched my son Brian being ordained as an Elder in Bushmills 
Presbyterian Church.
I was also very proud to design and arrange a 10 foot high floral art 
exhibit beside the altar in Westminster Abbey for a Commonwealth 
Service.

Have you any regrets?
I regret that my father wasn’t there to be part of Brian’s life as he died 
(aged 46) when Brian was only 6 months old. Like the Queen, this was 
my ‘annus horribilis’ as my marriage broke down when Brian was 4 
weeks old.

How do you relax?
I find time spent with my very good friends both relaxing and 
therapeutic. 

What is your indulgence?
I enjoy being pampered, frequently having my nails done and 
periodically having a Spa Day.

What item could you not live without?
I do not know how I would manage without my car. It gives me a 
feeling of independence and enables me to undertake all the things in 
which I am involved. 

Quick death or time to prepare?
Quick death. 
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Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe that it is more than a year 
since we arrived here and now we are on 
the countdown to fly home next Wednesday 
evening, 24th Sept.

Katafiyio has been busy since the beginning 
of the month hosting a South African lady, 
several local people, a couple from Lebanon 
and, for the next week, a lady from Dubai. 
We are fortunate that our successor, John 
Friesen, a Canadian, is around and between 
us we have been sharing the load. Our son, 
Mark, was here for a week and John looked 
after things then. The next week John had 
a visitor from Canada and we returned the 
favour.

Mark arrived hoping to get some sun – he 
did, but was rather disappointed that it 
clouded over nearly every afternoon. The 
temperatures were around 30 so much more 
manageable than they had been during the 
second half of August.

We did the sights visiting Salamis, a ruined 
Roman city where Paul landed on Cyprus 
with Barnabas, the beach of course, the old 
city of Nicosia and the village of Kapedes 
and Katafiyio the Retreat House.

In the old city we took in the view from the 
11th floor of the Shacolas Tower looking out 
over the occupied Turkish part of the island 
and saw the Turkish flag on the mountain 
which can be seen for miles around 
reminding the Greek Cypriots that ‘they 
haven’t gone away, you know’. We can see 
it quite clearly from our apartment. You may 
be able to see a shadow flag to the left of the 
white one. This lights up at night – no one 
has tried this on the Black Mountain yet!

Our time in Cyprus has been a very positive 
experience. There has been the sunshine 
of course but the highlights have been the 
people we have met – 

The McIntyres  
in Cyprus
The most recent letter from our Minister 
Emeritus, Rev Hastings McIntyre.
September 2014

Hastings and Rosamund at Katafiyio
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• the fascinating people who have stayed at 
Katafiyio, many of them working in the Gulf, 
with all that that means these days;

• the members of St Paul’s Anglican 
Cathedral who accepted us so readily so that 
we soon felt at home there;

• the members of the Bible Study Group who 
have really become family and who made our 
stay so enjoyable;

Maggie Le-Roy, the Retreats Facilitator, now 
a good friend; and Alexandra, our landlady, 
and her family with all the laughs and 
frustrations when English and Greek are only 
partly understood, if at all!

It has to be said that making beds, mopping 
floors and gardening in temperatures in the 
30’s isn’t much fun but when we saw how 
much people enjoyed and benefitted from 
staying there it made it very worthwhile.

We’ve had the farewell parties now, our car 
has been bought by our successor, many of 
our electrical and kitchen items have been 

sold and what is left is going to a charity. The 
challenge for us now is to get everything else 
into three suitcases!

We are grateful to God for the opportunity 
to serve, for our health, for the experience 
of the wider church, for the privilege of living 
in a different culture, for seeing that human 
nature is the same everywhere, for realising 
that Cyprus is so like Ireland with its divisions 
and long memories and the challenges 
these present to the Gospel, for such warm 
Christian fellowship we have enjoyed among 
the people here, and the encouragement 
of finding committed Christian people 
everywhere.

The plans are that we arrive back in Belfast in 
the early hours of Thursday. We suspect that 
our heating bill for the month of October will 
be higher than usual!

Hope to see you soon and once again thank 
you all for your interest and prayers.

Yours, 
Rosamund and Hastings

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
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Turkish Cyprus in the distance Mark and Rosamund enjoy a coffee
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Gertie at Katafiyio

Gertie was minding her own business as 
she was basking in the morning sun. All of a 
sudden, she was aware of moving shadows. 
Not quite sure what this meant she decided 
to make herself scarce. She scurried off 
the dark green, wooden shutter and into a 
crack between the stones in the wall of the 
house. As she peeped out she saw a lady 
approaching with a camera but Gertie had 
outwitted her. Gertie, you see, was a gecko 
and this was her home. She knew the nooks 
and crannies all around the house and garden 
where she could catch the rays safely, where 
she would be likely to catch lunch and where 
she would be safe from people and animals 
alike. This was Gertie’s world and it treated 
her quite kindly – food, shelter and safety all 
there for the careful Gertie.

The name on the door reads ‘Katafiyio’ which 
is really the Greek word for ‘place of refuge’ 
and people would come and go to this 
house, some for just a few hours others for 
a couple of weeks. Gertie would see all this 
even though only some of the people saw 
her. Those who did see her realised that she 
was a friend and, like native Cypriots, would 

do her no harm - Gertie wondered if it was 
her looks, her speed of movement or did they 
really know that she kept the insect population 
under control?

From her various hiding places around the 
house and garden, Gertie listened to what 
was happening. She didn’t understand 
why one group of people would be all chat, 
chat, chat while another would be almost 
completely silent. She realised that nearly all 
the visitors spoke English although some had 
very strange accents. She saw that some 
prayed a lot, some seemed to rest a lot and 
some headed off out the gate with walking 
sticks in their hands. ‘What strange creatures 
these visitors are!’, thought Gertie to herself 
as they entered Gertie’s world and then left 
again. Some came back over and over again, 
others she only saw once. There were a few 
people she recognised very well – the lady 
who seemed to be leading or guiding some 
of the visitors as they sat and talked and the 
people who came regularly and cleaned and 
gardened and sometimes brought food for the 
visitors.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

Hastings and Rosamund McIntyre have just 
returned from being Caretakers of the Katafiyio 
Anglican retreat in Cyprus. Read on to find out 
more about Katafiyio…and Gertie…
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Gertie thought that all these visitors made her 
world more interesting and she wondered 
if other geckos had such interesting visitors 
where they lived.

Dear reader, I could explain to Gertie many 
of the people, events and actions that are a 
mystery to her but, as it is pretty certain that 
she wouldn’t understand, I’ll tell you about 
them anyway.

Katafiyio is the Retreat House of the 
Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf. 
It is a restored village house in the village of 
Kapedes in the foothills of the Machairas 
Mountains and is around the same distance 
from Nicosia and Larnaca. It is cooler than 
Nicosia in the summer and much less humid 
than places on the coast.

The house is a place of refuge, a place to 
simply be, an oasis, and is valued by many as 
the place where they come to be refreshed 
and renewed through a time of relaxation and 
prayer.

You might wonder who comes to a 
Retreat House like Katafiyio; well all kinds 
of people really. 

• There have been people working with 
Christian and aid organisations around the 
Middle East who appreciate time away from 
the tensions of both work and politics; 

• clergy who come for a time of refreshment, 
perhaps before or after a meeting in Cyprus; 

• individuals and couples from Cyprus, the UK 
and Europe who come for guided retreats as 
they seek God’s continuing purpose for their 
lives; 

• individuals who come on self-guided retreats 
which may involve long times of prayer or a 
combination of prayer and relaxation; 

• Church and mission leaders who come 
either for retreat or for planning days; 
individuals or couples who come for 
counselling, etc. 

• Just as the people are varied so is their 
purpose at Katafiyio. 
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While Katafiyio is run under the auspices 
of the Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and 
the Gulf, the Diocese is delighted to make 
it available beyond the Anglican family. 
Maggie Le-Roy is the Diocesan Retreats 
Facilitator and is always willing to advise 
and help anyone considering a retreat 
at Katafiyio or elsewhere. The Rev. Sean 
Semple is a qualified counsellor and is 
available for those who would benefit from 
his help – Katafiyio can be used as a base 
for professional counselling in Nicosia.

Contact details can be found in the 
Retreats section of the Diocesan website 
– www.cypgulf.org/retreat/ On the website 
you will also find brochures which can 
be downloaded about Katafiyio, Retreats 
and Professional Counselling. The videos 
on the website will give an even better 
view of the place. Included in all this is 
information about how to get to Katafiyio 
and suggested donations for the use of the 
house. There is, however, a Bursary Fund 
which is available to help anyone who 
would find these amounts difficult.

The house is run on a self-catering basis 
but groups attending can have lunch, 
etc. provided. There is one double, one 
twin bedroom and a double sofa bed in a 

third room so up to six people can stay. 
However it can accommodate up to 20 for 
day conferences.

Here is what some recent guests said 
about their time at Katafiyio:

‘What a gift to have enjoyed 8 days in this 
delightful place. We’ve reflected, seen, 
wondered, waited, wandered, eaten 
lots, devoured the library  . . .  been so 
refreshed in God. Thank you.’

‘A beautiful quiet oasis in our busy lives.’

‘Katafiyio is such a special place. This 
was my first guided retreat and it was 
transforming. Last night I had a dream – I 
was travelling and I lost my baggage. That, 
in a nut shell, is what happened – I lost 
my baggage. And I hope it never finds me 
again.’ 

‘This has been a much-needed time of rest 
and reflection. God’s presence is so felt in 
this place of prayer.’

Why not give a visit to Katafiyio some 
thought. Contact Maggie Le-Roy about 
programmes and availability at retreats@
spidernet.com.cy You will love the place 
and benefit from time with God there and, 
who knows, you might even meet Gertie.
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October 2014

Dear Friends

Well we’re now home and the weather has been kind to us. We 

left Cyprus in 34 degree heat thinking that we would be freezing 

in Northern Ireland, but in fact we haven’t as there was such a 

mild spell here at the end of September. The rain more recently, 

however, has reminded us that we are indeed home!

It has been great to catch up with friends and family instead of 

seeing them on a computer screen – and the folk in Cregagh too.

Funnily enough when we arrived home we had forgotten where 

everything was – opening three different kitchen cupboards to 

find the glasses, etc.

People have asked us if we are going back. We don’t plan to 

go back as caretakers but may well go for a holiday and add a 

few days to meet the friends we made in Cyprus. What’s next? 

We don’t know and the diaries are empty except for all the 

appointments for eye tests, dental check-ups, etc.!

The moral of the story is that you are never too old for the Lord 

to use, perhaps in surprising ways and in even more surprising 

places. Retirement is simply a new phase of life which can open 

up new possibilities.

Yours.

Hastings and Rosamund
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Feature

This is My Life!
In the previous Easter 2014 edition of Church 
News we were delighted to feature one of our 
most hard working and loyal married couples in 
the congregation, Anne and Michael Graham. The 
Graham Family joined Cregagh during Rev.Dr.Albert 
Sleith’s ministry.

Both Anne and Michael were ordained to the 
Eldership in Cregagh in 1990.

Anne heads up our Catering Committee/Christian 
Aid and Michael has been League of Church Loyalty 
Secretary for many years.

Unfortunately an error occured during the production 
of that magazine and some of their responses 
were incorrect, to reticfy that error we are happy to 
present you again with Michael and Anne’s ‘This is 
My Life’

Where were you born and brought up?
Anne – Bessbrook, County Armagh
Michael – East Belfast, Richhill Park off the Sandown Road

Tell us about your family
Anne – I am second youngest of a family of eight, five boys and three 
girls. Sadly one of my sisters who was a twin died when a baby.
Michael – I am the third in a family of five children (‘piggy in the 
middle’), I have one brother and three sisters.

How and where did you both meet, and where and when were 
you married?
We were both stationed in Tennent Street RUC Barracks, Anne was 
in the Detective staff and Michael was a uniformed officer – it was 

Michael and Anne Graham
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actually quite unromantic as we met at the scene of a shooting 
incident.   We had to apply to the Chief Constable for permission to 
marry and on the 19th of September 1981 we were married in 
Bessbrook Presbyterian Church.  Our wedding reception was held in 
‘The Gosford Hotel’ Markethill which was destroyed in an explosion 
the following week. Even the IRA couldn’t prevent us from getting 
married!

How long have you been connected with Cregagh?
We joined Cregagh Presbyterian church 1982 just before the birth of 
our daughter Stephanie. 

Where were you educated?
Anne – Bessbrook Primary School and Newry High School.
Michael – Robert Bell Primary which was then in the Clarawood 
estate and then Grosvenor High School.

Tell us about your careers to date.
Anne – I left School at 16 to work as Auxiliary Nurse in Dorking, 
Surrey. I was accepted for Nursing Training in Guildford however my 
parents didn’t like me being away from home and I returned and 
joined the RUC at 18 years old in 1976.
I remained in the RUC/PSNI for 30 years in uniform/detective duties in 
Greater Belfast area. For the last four years I have worked for a 
charity called Migrant Help which cares for the victims of Human 
Trafficking (modern day slavery). I am a first responder and am on call 
24/7 to help victims who have been rescued.

Michael – I joined the RUC Cadet Corp at 16 years old and then 
joined the Regular Police Force at age 18years and 3 days, the 
youngest member of my squad in the Depot. I was stationed in 
Tennent Street, Oldpark and North Queen Street before moving on 
promotion to Ballymena and after 6 years returned to Belfast where I 
served in Castlereagh, Dundonald and was the last serving officer in 
Carryduff Station before its closure.  I retired from the Police on 31st 
December 2010 having served a total of 34yrs in the RUC/PSNI.
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You both have received special awards during your careers, 
what were they?
During our service we have both received commendations from Chief 
Constables and military commanders for our involvement in certain 
incidents, our actions deemed to be worthy of recognition at the time.

What are your main interests and hobbies?
Anne – I am Vice- President of the local Women’s Institute and 
secretary of a Gardening society. Both organisations allow me to 
pursue my love of gardening/cooking.

Michael – I am secretary of Castlereagh Voluntary Welfare Group 
which cares for retired Police officers and Police widows. I also serve 
on the committee for Moneyreagh and District Community 
Association.  I am a Manchester United fan, a season ticket holder for 
Linfield FC and try to attend all Northern Ireland home fixtures.  I enjoy 
reading, listening to the radio and gardening.

What is your favourite piece of music?
Anne – ‘Vincent’ by Don McClean.
Michael – ‘Superstition’ by Stevie Wonder.

What is your favourite hymn?
Anne –‘And can it be’
Michael –‘To God be the Glory’

What is your favourite book?
Anne – ‘A walk across the sun’ by Corban Addison
Michael – No favourites, Anne bought me a Kindle last year and I 
read practically any book I can download on to it!
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What is your favourite place to visit?
Anne – Barcelona
Michael – The North coast - Portrush, Portstewart – memories of 
happy family holidays. 

What is your favourite film?
Anne – ‘Walk the line’ the life story of Johnny Cash.
Michael – ‘It’s a wonderful life’ a Christmas classic.

What is your favourite television programme?
Anne – All true life murder stories
Michael – I love sport, particularly football and watch Match of the Day 
religiously every Saturday. 

How do you relax?
Anne – Gardening and caring for my two grandchildren.
Michael – I love to listen to Radio 4 Extra, I read and I enjoy 
gardening.

What is your indulgence?
Anne – Cheese and onion crisps.
Michael – Guinness.

What item could you not live without?
Anne – Computer/mobile phone.
Michael – radio, I listen to it morning, noon and night!

Have you any phobias?
Anne – Rats and cats.
Michael – None that springs to mind.
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What’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given?
Anne – Always be kind and non-judgemental
Michael – during a particularly bad day at work when everyone was 
complaining about long hours, being tired, hungry and cold a 
colleague  remarked ‘be thankful for what you have, your life, no 
matter how bad it is, is someone else’s fairy-tale’ – it certainly made 
me stop and think.

What are you most proud of?
Anne – our four beautiful children- Stephanie, Michael, Mark and 
Peter.
Michael – Anne has said it, I am very proud of all of our children and 
I’m immensely proud of my wife Anne because due to work 
commitments I wasn’t always about home and Anne bore the brunt 
of keeping a family home and bringing up our children as well as 
holding down a demanding job in the Police.

Have you any regrets?
Anne – that my parents didn’t live to see our two granddaughters 
Ruby and Jessica.
Michael – the very many Christmas, Birthdays and family events that 
I missed while working.

If there was something you could change about yourself, what 
would it be?
Anne – I am very impetuous.
Michael – I’m a bit obsessive/compulsive about tidiness, a place for 
everything and everything in its place!

Quick death or time to prepare?
Anne – Time to prepare. I would like to leave list of instructions/fill 
freezer and jobs that need doing in the future!!
Michael – definitely quick but hopefully peaceful.
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On the 6th January 2014 we were delighted 
to welcome everyone back to PW, and once 
again extend a welcome to Rev Paul Dalzell 
who brought to us a New Year message. 
During that evening we also enjoyed 
Rosemary Patton’s interesting account of her 
day at Buckingham Palace as she attended a 
Garden Party. 

The 3rd February saw the PW happy to have 
as our guests our own church Praise Group. 
Under the direction of Kathryn Glover, they 
played and sang a selection of music, with 
some members reading short poems. A super 
evening of music and fun!

Our Friendship night was held on the 3rd 
March in the Allen Hall where we welcomed a 
number of ladies from neighbouring churches. 
Our speaker was Mr Brian Simons from 
Nightlight. Brian shared with us a little of what 
he does at the Odyssey Arena and Dock Café 
at the Titanic Quarter. It was an interesting 
insight into life in Belfast when the majority of 
us are safely tucked up in bed. An excellent 
supper was provided. 

Mr Freddie Stickland, who was our April 
speaker, literally gave us food for thought. He 
demonstrated among other things the art of 
‘good’ soda bread making. It was delicious!

Our final PW for the session was held on the 
12th May when we had, once again, a most 
agreeable annual general meeting. We then 
held a Biblical auction which involved the 
ladies bringing along something small to be 

auctioned that was also mentioned in  
the Bible.

It was a pleasure to welcome the ladies back 
for our 2014/15 programme. Our PW theme 
for this session will be, ‘so I am sending 
you’. Our programme got underway on the 
6th October with Rev Glen Jordan, minister 
of the Kinghan Church for the Deaf, which 
is also part of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. Glen shared a short history of how the 
Kinghan Church came into existence and his 
involvement in the life and witness of this busy 
congregation. An excellent evening!

As a PW we are always delighted to welcome 
new members. We have been greatly 
encouraged over recent weeks to have some 
new faces join with us for our Monday evening 
meetings. A very warm welcome awaits all our 
Cregagh ladies!

PW Forthcoming dates for 2015
6th Jan 2015 
Rev Paul Dalzell 
PW bring and buy table
2nd Feb 2015 
Book Aid with Mrs Barbara Stewart and Mrs 
Linzie Cobain
2nd March 2015 
Friendship Night  
Vintage Handbags by Lianne Spence
13th April 2015 
FEBA with Mr William Mateer
4th May 2015 
A.G.M and Drama
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PW Report 2014
Catherine Dalzell, PW Leader, writes on recent PW 
activities and what is planned for the months ahead.
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Senior Section Camp 
at Lorne
We headed down to Lorne for 3pm. When 
we arrived we left our stuff in the lodge and 
headed to Tesco to finish the shopping. When 
we got back from the shopping we put up the 
tents. Roxy and Susan put up one and Claire 
and Emma put up the other. After that, we 
started to gather up wood for the camp fire. 
Some of us carried on collecting wood and 
the rest made a start on getting the dinner 
ready. We cooked dinner over the fire- it was 
really yummy. Dara and Danielle arrived after 
dinner and we made a start to the evening 
activities which were based on the badge 
we were doing all about King Arthur.     We 
learned how to do magic tricks using cards 
and we did a quiz on Arthur. We then did a 
craft. We went inside and just chatted before 
heading to bed. 

On Saturday we headed to Crawfordsburn 
Scout Centre to do some archery which was 
a part of the badge. We did four activities in 
the archery; they were shooting at the target, 
shooting at balloons, famous people game 
and rescue the princess. We split into teams 
which were Roxy, Claire and Emma on one 
team and Dara, Danielle and Susan on the 

other. We came back and made lunch which 
was wraps.  We had a meeting with a girl 
from HQ all about how to improve the Senior 
Section program. After this we came back 
and set up for dinner and got the fire going. 
We sat around the camp fire and sang some 
songs and just relaxed.

On Sunday after breakfast we made our 
packed lunches before heading off to 
Carrickfergus Castle. Once we got there, we 
went into the castle and started looking about. 
By this point the rain had come on and we 
decided to go and have our lunch. After lunch 
we went upstairs in the castle and watched a 
short film on the castle itself. On the top floor 
we had a game of snakes and ladders which 
all six of us played, Susan and Roxy had to 
become human counters as there were only 
four counters. It took a while to play. We then 
decided to go up to see the Andrew Jackson 
cottage where we learnt a bit about his life 
and how he lived, what the houses were like 
back then and more. We had a look about- 
the place was nice. We headed back to Lorne 
to start making tea. Claire and Susan tried 
to keep the fire lit as it was raining heavily. 

Senior Section spent a weekend at Lorne from 25th-28th July 2014. 
Susan Forsythe tells us about what they got up to…
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After tea we played a few games and relaxed, 
then we made catapults which were very 
interesting to make. Susan made us some hot 
chocolate with marshmallows and we sat up 
chatting until bedtime.

On Monday we made breakfast which was 
French toast. After breakfast we started to 
tidy up the camp. We took the tents down, 
packed up our own things, and got all rubbish 
into the bin. We made lunch while some 
people made a start on brushing and cleaned 
the kitchen and bathrooms. Roxy and Emma 
were presented their peer educator badges 
from Susan and then we packed up the cars 
and headed for home.

A soggy Lorne

Meal time outside Glen Lodge for 
Susan and Roxy

Michael and Anne Graham
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The badge Senior Section Guides at 
Carrickfergus castle
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Many churches are still reluctant to place 
responsibility on their young members. But 
why is this? 
Let’s consider the decisions and 
responsibilities young people face in society. 
At the age of 11 comes the decision of 
which secondary school to attend, and by 
the age of 16 it is possible to get a job, join 
the army or even get married. Come your 
17th birthday, it is legal to start driving, 
followed a year later by the right to vote. 
The next stage presents life-changing 
decisions of which higher education course, 
job or apprenticeship training to apply for, 
or whether to stay at home or move away. 
Despite the fact that society doesn’t always 
get it right, could the Church learn anything 
from this level of given responsibility? 
The mindset exists that young people still 
have a lot to learn, but what adult has 
learned everything they need to know? What 
could be more exciting than the opportunity 
to share God’s love with His children? Being 
young is an important time of learning 
and growing and the encouragement that 
young people receive from the Church is 
vital for both their personal and Christian 
development. In order to encourage young 

people, they need to be involved in the 
decisions of the Church and this should be 
more than just token gestures. They need to 
be made to feel useful and that their input 
and presence are valued. As it says in 1 
Timothy 4:12, “Do not let anyone look down 
on you because you are young, but be an 
example for other believers in your speech, 
behaviour, love, faithfulness, and purity.” 
Groups such as SPUD, the Youth Assembly 
for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, give 
young people a voice and enable them to 
make important decisions within the Church, 
both at a denominational and local level. 
SPUD offers great encouragement to young 
Christians but shouldn’t this encouragement 
come naturally from the Church as a body, as 
a natural desire to involve the ‘Church of the 
future’, or what should be called the ‘Church 
of today’?
The Bible is full of examples of the value 
God places on young people and the way 
in which He uses them. David, the future 
King of Israel, put himself forward to take 
on Goliath, the giant Philistine warrior. Saul 
doubted his ability and said, “You are not 
able to go out against this Philistine and fight 
him; you are only a young man, and he has 

The value of young 
people in the church
Emma Platt shares her thoughts on the value of 
young people in the church today...

Feature
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been a warrior from his youth.” (1 Samuel 
17:33). However David proceeded with his 
sling and five stones and defeated the giant, 
because the Lord was on his side. 
Joseph, a seventeen year old boy, was used 
by God to preserve the Hebrew nation. Mary, 
a girl in her early teens, was chosen to be 
the mother of our Saviour, Jesus. What a 
powerful sign of trust. God valued these 
youthful figures and they were respected 
by those around them. In the same way 
the youth of today should be valued by the 
Church and all its members.
Just as the Church needs to support and 
encourage their youth, young people need to 
be open and willing to accept this. It cannot 
be a one-sided activity but rather a two-way 
exchange of ideas and experiences. In this 
way, perhaps the more mature members 
of the congregation could learn and be 
encouraged by the fresh ideas of their minors 
and at the same time teach them through 
their own lived experiences. As young 
learns from old, so old learns from young. 
As I see it, both the young and the not so 
young, regardless of age, have something 
in common - their love of God. There lies a 
great importance in working together and 
learning from each other.  
So how can the Church show its youth 
that they are valued? Simply by supporting 
their ventures, showing an interest in them 
as young believers, being a firm ground on 
which they can grow in faith, recognising 

their potential and involving them in the life 
of the Church. In doing so an interested 
generation who thrive in the life of the Church 
is created. A generation who will continue to 
value what the Church has done for them, 
and in turn, will share their experiences with 
future generations.

“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn from it.” (Proverbs 22:6).

This article first appeared as 
a feature in the Presbyterian 
Herald magazine.
The Herald is the official magazine 
of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. It provides a forum for 
debate and discussion on a 
wide range of topics and aims 
to challenge and encourage 
Presbyterians, as well as inform 
them about what the wider Church 
is involved in.
If you would like 
to subscribe to 
the magazine 
please contact 
Mrs Margaret 
Thompson.  
Tel: 9073 8258
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YF Report

• Al Bennett from the charity ‘Stand by Me’ 
came to speak to us one evening to share 
wth us some of the work that they do helping 
children and young people around the world.

• In 2014, YF again led the evening service 
on Palm Sunday. This year focusing on the 
transforming power of Easter and what that 
means for us today.

• Over fifteen of us enjoyed a camping trip 
to Portrush where we enjoyed a treasure 
hunt, BBQ, games and the fireworks of the 
Airshow (and birthday cake for Emma).

• We welcomed Eunice Jere to a YF 
evening and took the opportunity to ask 
her questions about life in Malawi. We also 
presented her with some gifts to take back 
home, including a handmade banner that the 
YF created and a calendar featuring pictures 
taken around Cregagh and of YF members.

• As part of the Youth and Children’s 
consultation that is taking place in Cregagh, 
Ruth Bromely from the Youth and Children’s 
Board of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
joined us one evening. Ruth asked the YF 
questions on their views of Cregagh and 
generated some good discussion. Hopefully 
the results of the consultation will benefit our 
Church for generations to come.

Youth Fellowship have had a busy few months.  
Here are some of the highlights...

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs

YF celebrate Emma Platt’s birthday while in Portrush
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Ballyholme  
Holiday Bible Club

In 2007 the first PCI Team headed to 
Ballyholme to run a Holiday Bible Club. It was 
also my first team. Since then we have run 
a programme for primary school children in 
the mornings and then a programme for the 
teenagers each evening. This continued each 
year, while we also introduced afternoon 
activities - football or arts and crafts. We also 
did some gardening. 
2013 was the last year that a PCI team 
would go to Ballyholme to run the Bible 
club. That year we had members of the 
congregation join the team to see how we 
planned out each day and help with the 
running of the Holiday Bible Club as they 
would take over in 2014.

This year I received an email asking if any 
former team members would like to come 
along and be part of the church team that 
would be leading the Bible Club. I had 
enjoyed it so much in previous years that I 
jumped at the chance to be involved again. 
We had a fantastic week with the children 
under the theme ‘Professor Peter’s Discovery 
Week’. Roll on next year!

Susan Forsythe tells us about her experience with 
Ballyholme Presbyterian Church Holiday Bible Club.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith    Open and Welcoming    Good Worship    Meeting Social Needs
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The Cregagh photo booth

Dennison receives a CCAP 
shawl from Christine and Eunice

Catherine receives a gift from Eunice 
and Christine

Eunice and Christine receive 
‘The Rock in the Plain’ from Paul

Rachel Sheppard wearing the wedding 
dress of Anne Sheppard 1960

Emma McCluskey wearing the wedding 
dress of Sheena Stewart 1970

Dorothy Platt wearing the wedding 
dress of Rosemary Baker 1973

Wilma McCluskey wearing the wedding 
dress of Meryl Spiers 1996

Emma Platt wearing the wedding 
dress of Dawn Johnston 1995

Stephanie Carson wearing her own 
wedding dress 2008
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Cutting the cake! 50th Birthday gifts from Dennison 50th Birthday buns and present from (from left) 
Sophie Mooney, Kirsten Beattie and Chloe Mooney

Walking Group on Scrabo - 11 October 2014 Walking group on Rathlin - 6 August 2014
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Marriages

19th April 2014	 Colin McNair, 12 Everton Drive
	 to Ampira Onla-Or, 12 Everton Drive

14th June 2014	 Darren Herbert Thomas McKim, 21 Ardeen Avenue
	 to Kirsty Tweed, 15 Kenbaan Court.

26th July 2014	 Neil Andrew Howard, Flat 6, 2 McBride Street, Liverpool
	 to Sara Victoria Moorcroft, Flat 6, 2 McBride Street, 	
	 Liverpool.

Baptisms
	
Jessica Jill Elizabeth
Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs S J Boyd, 17 Wilkieston Village, Kirknewton, 
Edinburgh. 
Born: 27th August 2013		 Baptised: 10th April 2014

Ella Sophia
Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs S K Pollock, 16 Rockland Drive, Moneyreagh 
Born: 15th February 2014	 Baptised: 15th June 2014

Claire Louise
Daughter of Mr & Mrs D Jackson, 79 Church Road, Moneyreagh 
Born: 20th February 1989	 Baptised: 14th July 2014

Church Records
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Reuben James Melville
Infant son of Mr & Mrs M G Brown, 51 Haddington Gardens 
Born: 20th March 2014		  Baptised: 31st August 2014

Deaths

19th March 2014	 Mrs Sarah Kathleen Baird, Park Manor Nursing Home

23rd March 2014	 Mr Robert McNair, 43 Hughes Court

19th May 2014	 Mr Desmond Bentley, 8 Rocky Road

22nd June 2014	 Mrs Elizabeth McClenaghan, 19 Glensharragh Gardens

14th July 2014	 Miss Claire Louise Jackson, 79 Church Road, Moneyreagh

12th September 2014	 Miss Margaret Florence Elliott, 42 Loopland Drive

16th September 2014	 Mrs Margaret Evelyn Fettis, 27 Sunderland Road

13th October 2014	 Mrs Emily Rebecca Gourley, 8 Hawthorn House
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Winter-Summer 2014/2015 
Dates for your diary

November 2014

Saturday 22nd ‘Lucy’s Wardrobe Workout’ at 7.00 p.m. in Allen Hall

Saturday 29th Advent Quiet Morning at Drumalis Retreat Centre, Larne

December 2014

Saturday 6th Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 7th Advent Carol Service at 11.00 a.m. (Choirs of Cregagh 
Presbyterian and St.Columba’s Church of Ireland Churches)

Sunday 14th Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service at 11.00 a.m.

Sunday 14th Youth Fellowship Christmas Service at 7.00 p.m.

Sunday 21st Handbell Choir Christmas Service at 11.00 a.m.

Sunday 21st Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 7.00 p.m.

Tuesday 23rd NI Blood Transfusion Donation Sessions 2.00 – 8.15 p.m.

Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve in Cregagh by Candlelight at 11.30 p.m.

Thursday 25th Christmas Day Family Service at 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 28th Last Service of 2014 at 11.00 a.m.

Christian Aid Service at 11.00 a.m. (followed by lunch)

January 2015

Saturday 3rd Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 4th New Year Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 11.00 a.m.

February 2015

Saturday 7th Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Thursday 19th Annual Meeting and Congregational Reunion at 7.30 p.m.

Friday 20th Lenten Lunches begin (each Friday during Lent from 12 noon – 1.30 p.m.)

Sunday 22nd Guides/Scouts Thinking Day Service at 11.00 a.m.
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March 2015

Saturday 7th Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 15th Mothering Sunday Service at 11.00 a.m.

Sunday 29th Palm Sunday Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 11.00 a.m.

April 2015

Thursday 2nd Maundy Thursday Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 7.30 p.m.

Friday 3rd Meditation for Good Friday at 12.00 noon

Friday 3rd Good Friday Service of Reflection at 7.00 p.m.

Saturday 4th Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 5th Easter Day Service at 11.00 a.m.

May 2015

Saturday 2nd Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 10th Christian Aid Service at 11.00 a.m. followed by lunch

Sunday 10th-
Saturday 16th

Christian Aid Week

Saturday 30th Summer Garden Fete from 2.00 p.m.

June 2015

Monday 1st 
-Thursday 4th

General Assembly of Presbyterian Church in Ireland

Saturday 6th Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.

Sunday 7th Children’s Day Service at 11.00 a.m.

Sunday 21st Summer Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 7.00 p.m.

(Some dates and events are subject to change and will be confirmed in future 
issues of Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)
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For more information please visit
www.cregaghpresbyterian.org

CHRISTMAS AT CREGAGH

Sunday 7th December at 11.00 a.m.
Advent Carol Service  

(Cregagh PC and St.Columba’s C of I Choirs)

Sunday 14th December at 11.00 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service

Sunday 14th December at 7.00 p.m.
Youth Fellowship Christmas Service

Sunday 21st December at 11.00 a.m.
Handbell Choir Christmas Service

Sunday 21st December at 7.00 p.m.
Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Wednesday 24th December at 11.30 p.m.
Christmas Eve in Cregagh by Candlelight

Thursday 25th December at 9.00 a.m.
Christmas Day Family Service

Sunday 28th December at 11.00 a.m.
Last Service of 2014
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