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Dear Friends

Every time we write a date the focal point is Jesus Christ. It is the life of Jesus
that split history, the most important life ever in the history of this world. A
life that continues to affect the lives of millions of people for the good.

A Congregation for the Future

Building Fund Landmark

As Jesus life is the most important life ever, so it is that the Easter Event is the
most important event in the life of Jesus, the most important event in the
history of this world.

Breaking the Silence

Some might think, “Surely the most important event is Christmas. Is Christmas
not the most important event in the history of the world?”

A brief history of a former League
of Church Loyalty member

Christmas is only important because of Easter. If we didn’t have the Easter
event, the death and resurrection of Jesus, then the Christmas event would have
been a non-event.

Malawi - the warm heart of Africa
Easter is the focal point, the purpose in the life of Jesus Christ.

Makata Primary School

And so we are looking forward to celebrating the Easter event through our
special services at Cregagh Presbyterian.

Containers for Malawi Personally T look back to last year, my first Easter with you in Cregagh, and

remember the encouragement and blessings of the services. We have the
opportunity in faith to meet with Christ on the night of his betrayal (Thursday)
and to share with him and his disciples in his Last Supper. On Friday evening,
we come together to reflect on the story of Easter right up to the death of
Christ. Then together, on Easter Morning, we see by faith that Christ is not in
the tomb, but ‘He is risen’.

This is My Life!
— Michael and Ann Graham

The Mclntyres in Cyprus

Please plan to attend more than one of the Easter Services. As well as Easter
Morning, the Good Friday service is one which is very suitable to invite friends
to, perhaps some who haven’t been to church for a while but would like to share
in something of the Easter story. At the Good Friday service we will follow the
events in the last few hours of the life of Jesus, through selected Bible readings,
hymns and choir anthems. Last year this was a very beautiful and meaningful
service.

Aaron House

‘Knight Fever’

Holiday Bible Club

Church Records I wish you every blessing and joy in the Easter season and in all that lies ahead.

Your minister in Christ

Paul Dalzell

Dates for your diary




Feature

A Congregation for the Future

Building panel meets to consider options.

In the Christmas edition we brought you the Once the BPP has met with Mr Brady, and

news that the Church building and Allen Hall subject to us accepting his advice, we are
have been listed as Grade B2 by the Northern  likely to engage with several architects to ask
Ireland Environment Agency. them to present plans, timescales and

Now 1o keep you up to date with costings for our own refurbishment.

developments we can report on two actions We are in the very blessed position of having
since the listing. healthy reserves in the Building Fund thanks
to your generosity. Now we need to continue
to work, pray, give and serve together for the
future, loving God and loving our neighbour.

The first is that following a short
congregational meeting to give notice of
motion to rescind the decision to rebuild of
20th June 2013, the necessary motion was
presented and passed at the Annual
Congregational Meeting and Reunion on 20th
February 2014.

The second is that the Building Project Panel
(BPP) is now considering our next steps and
has sought advice and guidance of Presbytery
on how best to take forward plans for
refurbishment to our church building, now that
we know that that is what we need to do.
Presbytery suggested we seek the views of
Ken Brady from Dundonald Presbyterian
Church whose ‘story’ with their own plans for
a new church, subsequent listing and now
their refurbishment mirrors our own very
closely. Dundonald also has a similar number
of families and similar financial reserves.
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Building Fund Landmark

As announced at the Annual General Meeting
on 20th February the Building Fund has
achieved a notable landmark. Launched in
2008, income has now reached £0.5m
(including Gift Aid) through faithful giving by
envelope, standing order, Harvest Gift Day,
donations, and by organising and supporting
fund raising activities. This is a marvellous
achievement considering the Fund has been
operating during the bleakest of economic
recessions so thank you to everyone for your
continuing support.

Richard & Elaine Molyneaux
Building Fund Convenors
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Feature

Breaking the Silence

Gordon and Barbara Dunlop attended this
morning conference held in Church House

on Saturday 1st February.

The subject was raising awareness of mental
health issues for young people but in fact
there was much to learn for all ages. It was
facilitated by SPUD Youth Ministry of our
church. There were 3 speakers: Dr. Gavin
Davidson, Senior Lecturer in Social Work at
Queens University, Dr. Ken Yeow, Consultant
Psychiatrist and Professor Peter McBride,
CEO of Northern Ireland Association of
Mental Health.

Dr. Davidson gave us some statistics to start
with: the suicide rate here was the lowest

in the UK in 2001 and the highest in 2012.
One in three 16 year olds has mental health
issues. There is a higher chance of young
people talking to someone outside their
home than a family member. He talked about
constructively engaging with troubled young
people, e.g. playing football rather than
formal meetings. He referred to the impact
of childhood adversity on our future life and
how adolescence is a crucial time for mental
health development.

Dr. Davidson made an interesting comment
that “unequal” countries, that is countries
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where the gulf between the “haves” and the
“have nots” is increasing, have more young
people with mental health problems. The UK
is an unequal country. He concluded sighting
the challenges of mental health — the stigma;
social exclusion; addressing childhood
adversity; reducing inequality; professional
health being inventive in keeping young
people engaged. He finished by showing

a cartoon clip entitled The Black Dog. It

can be found on YouTube World Health
Organisation, Black Dog Depression. Well
worth a look.

Dr. Ken Yeow was the next speaker and his
topic was “Mental Health Friendly Churches”.
He started with some general statements:
mental health issues are wide-ranging
through depression/bipolar/autism. Today
many problems arise from dealing with
financial difficulties and relationships. Spiritual
struggles include a search for meaning in life:
unexplained suffering ; who am |?

He went on to talk about 21st century
living. Our world is stressful — the fast pace
of life; information saturation; unrealistic

expectations — “we are told we can all live the
dream” but can we?: economic recession:
faith is under attack, particularly Christianity.

So, he asked, now does a “mental health
friendly church respond? What is the
challenge to the church? We should be
non-judgemental and aware of our own
vulnerability. We need a good understanding
of God'’s grace and reach out with the heart
of Christ. We should be welcoming, helpful
and knowledgeable about where professional
help can be obtained. There has to be a
desire to reach out to a sufferer. See them
as the person they are and not their iliness.
Enjoy their company but be aware they do
not become dependent on the carer. Be part
of the person’s support network alongside
their professional help.

Dr. Yeow finished with a quote:
“The Dream: That the world will come to the

church for the help that cannot be found
outside the Grace of God.”

Professor Peter McBride concluded the
morning following a question and answer
session with the 3 men. He said,

What we can’t talk about, what we can’t
think about, will get acted out via anger, self
harm etc.

When we are low, we are least likely to talk to
those who can help.

He encouraged the church to be creative
— run programmes which will foster
relationships and help tackle life issues. He
said we should be honest about how we
deal with stress and suggested courses on
budgeting, parenting and grief.

He finished with a challenge to each person
in attendance. Is there a person in your
congregation that you could reach out to and
invite for a cuppa?

This was a most informative conference with
three excellent speakers. The fact it was
organised by the young people of our church
can give us hope for our church’s future.
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Feature

A brief history of a former
League of Church

Loyalty member

Dennison Mahood looks back at the history of one card and one member
in that well known Presbyterian institution, the League of Church Loyalty...

A League of Church Loyalty card dated 1919
given to the church for its archives by Mrs
Helen Hoy has evoked some interest and
following investigation some interesting facts
have been revealed about the child whose
card it was.

Florence Isabella Parker was born on the 2nd
April 1905, lived on the Woodstock Road and
attended Cregagh Presbyterian Church. Her
mother, Annie Maria, died when Florence was
5 years old leaving a family of 5 boys and 2
girls. The two girls were the youngest, May
being just 3 years old when their mother died.

Florence’s father, David Alexander Parker, then
married his housekeeper, Alice and the whole
family moved to a larger house ‘Alberta’ in
Earlswood Road.

Her father was a tailor and had his own
business — ‘David Alexander Parker’, a large
tailoring business at Mountpottinger Corner
(next to the old Picturedrome Cinema). He
employed a few tailors who sat cross-legged
on the floor hand-stitching suits for men and
some for ladies as well.

Florence attended Mountpottinger Public
Elementary School and later was employed in
the ‘Mantle Department’ in Price’s Department
Store on the Albertbridge Road.
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She met John Bailie (a carter) at a dance in
Caproni’s Ballroom in Bangor and they married
in McQuiston Memorial Presbyterian Church
when she was 21 and moved to Ravensdale
Street. She had 5 children — one boy David
Alexander and four girls, May, Claire, Alice and
Joan. They all attended McQuiston Memorial
Church and were involved in the various
organisations.

During the war she moved to Downpatrick with
all the children while her husband continued to
work in Belfast and travel to Downpatrick every
weekend.

Florence was widowed at 68 years of age and
continued to live in Ravensdale Street until

she had to move because of redevelopment.
She moved to Hutchinson House, Woodstock
Road when she was 80 years old and lived
there independently until she was 90. After
moving back to Woodstock Road she became
involved with the Salvation Army as well as
continuing her association with McQuiston.

liness and age eventually made it necessary to
move into Gransha Lodge where she died at
the age of 91 in July 1996.

If any members of the congregation remember
this lady or know any of her relations please
advise David Gillespie or Dennison Mahood.
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n. Secretary.

Sabbaths _Ist 20d 8 4th  Sth  Towl A PASTORAL LETTER.

RECR ) Drar Gisis axo Bors,
het) ,: It is a beautiful ma inspiring sight and
helpful to yow Minister to see his congregation,
m«l children, met all together uniting
in the worship of God.

Such worship is well pleasing in the sight of
Him who said, ** Suffer the litle children to come
unto Me,” and who must be surely grieved when
the ehildren fail to seek Him in His Father's

hat Jesus, who took the little
child s arms to bless them, waits every
) ‘ Sabbath at this trysting-place to meet you, bless
you, and give you your portion.

This card is to reminc dyouolyw duty and
privilege.

Bring it with you each Sabbath Morning, and
the Secretary will record your presence in the
proper place.

Thus you will 5% helped to begin your fife
aright ; you will obtain strength to overcome life's
foes; and you will win that crown of life that
Jesus waits to bestow.

Your LovinG Fiiexp axp Pastor,

| £ =

League of Church Loyalty Card

A Pastoral Letter from the
Minister at the time and printed
on Florence’s L.C.L. card, while
the language may be slightly
archaic, the overall message is
still relevant today as it was for
Florence, almost 100 years ago!

I e |

. the square for the day.

A Pastoral Letter
Dear boys and girls,

It is a beautiful and inspiring sight and helpful to your
Minister to see his congregation, men, women and
children, met together uniting in the worship of God.

Such worship is well pleasing in the sight of Him who
said, “Suffer the little children to come unto Me”, and
who must be surely grieved when the children fail to
seek Him in His Father’s house.

Remember that Jesus, who took the little children in
His arms to bless them, waits every Sabbath at this
trysting-place to meet you, bless you, and give you
your portion.

This card is to remind you of your duty and privilege.
Bring it with you each Sabbath morning, and the
Secretary will record your presence in the proper

place.

Thus you will be helped to begin your life aright; you
will obtain strength to overcome life’s foes; and you
will win that crown of life that Jesus wants to bestow.

(Your loving friend and Pastor)
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Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Malawi - the warm
heart of Africa

Sheena Stewart gives us good new from

her recent visit to Malawi

Considering the winter we have just come
through, it is difficult to imagine warmth
anywhere, but while we shivered in the rain
and complained about flooding, people in
Malawi got drenched also. Theirs was warm
rain. Temperatures soared and torrents of
flood water swept through their fields too.
Precious crops were damaged, or washed
away completely. Some maize will be
salvaged and stored to ward off starvation

in leaner times towards the end of the year.
Fragile homes were washed away and
schools could not get enough dry firewood
to cook porridge to feed hungry pupils.
Mosquitos thrive in this climate and Malaria
raised it head and threatened everyone.
Being the “hungry season” when last year’s
store of maize has been depleted and

the new harvest is not yet ready, Queen
Elizabeth’s hospital in Blantyre had its annual
massive influx of malnourished children
needing to be kept alive until their families
could supply basic needs again. Malaria and
malnourishment are two of the Hospital’s
biggest challenges at this time. PCl’s
amazing Dr Neil Kennedy leads the challenge
and daily needs our prayers while John
Munthali travels all over the country seeking
ways to implement measures to reduce

the incidence of malaria, while seeking to
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eradicate this cruel disease.

It was so good to visit Malawi and to renew
friendships last August. Any idea that saving
the air fare and sending the money to help
projects scarpered when warm embraces
and words of welcome spoke volumes of
how important it is that people come and see
for themselves what life is like for the average
Malawian.

Ndirande Presbyterian church stands proud
in the middle of a vast scary township. The
saints in this congregation share what they
have, reaching out to the community with
practical help when possible, and with love
and prayer when that is the only resource left
to them. They danced with joy celebrating
gifts from First Limavady Congregation and
with a little coaxing, we joined in that dance.

Primary school children attending Makata
school adjjoining the church benefited

from gifts of stationery from Cregagh
congregation and a laptop kindly donated
by Robert McNair. Mrs Eunice Jere, the Vice
Principal, who is also Clerk of Session at
Ndirande church has expressed her thanks
for library books and sets of reading books
in particular. When asked what other items
she would like, she asked for chalk and
blackboard dusters, two’ things now out of

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

Cregagh'’s teddies are much loved!

fashion in our high tech schools but essential
teaching aids in schools in Africa.

The staff at Chifundo Orphan and Vulnerable
Children’s centre were overwhelmed with
the gifts of food we were able to donate
during our visit. Many of the children receive
their only meal of the day at Chifundo, and
money from Cregagh YF allowed staff to buy
a new charcoal burner on which to cook the
huge pot of maize porridge each morning.
The children loved the new bowls and new
spoons, also gifts from our YF. We played
games and entertained the children using
the cassette player from Wilma McCluskey
and family. Then of course there were 120
teddies. The only toy many of these children
will ever own. These teddies were hugged
and kissed and | know the children felt the
love knitted into each stitch by Cregagh’s
talented ladies.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

When asked why we were returning to
Maiawi | could only answer, to share God’s
love with the people there, to remind

then that they are important to us and to
encourage them in their local mission, where
those with little help those with even less.

[ am so excited and happy to say that | will
be going back in September this year and
doubly happy to confirm that Harry will come
with me. When we told Maurice Kennedy,
who has served in Malawi for many years, of
our plans he cautioned Harry that a visit to
Malawi comes with a health warning ....it is
addictivel What a wonderful addiction! May
we never feel the need for rehab. Please pray
that God will guide this visit and feed our
addiction from His stores of Grace.
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Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith

Makata

Open and Welcoming

Primary School

Greetings from Malawi the warm heart
of Africa to Cregagh the warm heart of
Belfast — a letter from Eunice Jere...

Dear Friends of Cregagh Presbyterian
Church,

| greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ from Ndirande CCAP.

My name is Eunice Jere, a mother of 5 (3 girls
and 2 boys: the youngest died at 6). | am a
teacher by profession. | have been a teacher
for 30 years. | started as a mare teacher. |
was promoted 15 years ago to Vice Principle
or Deputy Head teacher at Nyambadwe
primary,school. | was transferred to HHI 2
years ago but now | am at Makata CCAP
Primary. These Schools are all located in
Ndirande Township.

As Deputy Head teacher | have a number
of roles that include:

1. Making sure that teachers always report for
duties.

2. Encouraging teachers to have lesson’s
plan ready and checking that the lesson plan
is line with the recommended syllabus.

3. Teacher class allocation.

4. Provide a link between the parents and the
school administration.
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Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Eunice Jere and her daughter Pirilani

5. Making sure that the PTA (Parent Teachers
Association) and the school are working
towards a common goal.

6. Supervising the developmental activities
taking place at the school with the help of the
school committee.

7. Enrolling new pupils at the school.

8. Making sure that discipline of both
teachers and pupils is not compromised in
any way.

9. Making sure that the rules of the Ministry of
Education and the Malawi government are
adhered to.

10. Writing reports to the Ministry on various
issues like developments taking place or
proposals, teacher attendance and
performance, recording the rate of school
drop outs and the reasons.

11. Making sure that the environment is
conducive for both teachers and the children.
For example ensuring access to clean water
and clean toilets.

The school is located within the church
premises of the NDIRANDE CCAP. Makata

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

Primary is one of the Blantyre’s oldest and
biggest primary schools. The first block was
constructed in 1953. The school has 8 blocks
with 24 classrooms. The pupil population is
just too big for classrooms. There are 3325
boys and 3116 girls and this is against 53
teachers, 5 male and 48 female, meaning a
teacher-pupil ratio is 1:115. This is not a
healthy ratio but it is a challenge we have to
manage.

Every Monday the pupils gather in the Church
to hear God’s word. Teaching is either the
Reverend, Church Elder or one of the
teachers.

| also happen to be the first Deputy Clerk of
Session of Ndirande CCAP Congregation. |
feel blessed to be asked by the church
members to be one of the church leaders.
The task requires a lot of patience and
maturity in handling different issues that arise
within or outside the congregation.

I have learned that in all these assignments
that God has entrusted me with, there are a
lot of similarities.

A lot of administration, accommodating views
of different people of different ages. Ensuring
that the welfare of both adults (teachers,
Christians and the youth, Sunday school kids
and all the children at school) is always taken
care of. We have a school feeding
programme at Makata School where we

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

provide porridge to the children. This helps
them concentrate in class as it was observed
that most of the kids were coming to school
on an empty stomach. It is my duty with the
help of the Head master and the PTA to make
sure that the program continues. Marys Meals
provides the flour, we source the firewood
and the parents play a vital role in volunteering
to cook for the children.

My duties as Deputy Clerk of Session
include:

1. Providing information to the Christians
during Sunday services

2. Helping the Reverend and the session clerk
in deciding development activities at the
church

3. Coordinating with the Amai Amvano
(women'’s guild) on various issues

4. Helping the session clerk develop the
church program.

All the items we have been receiving from you
have been of great help to both the pupils
and the teachers. Teachers have even
enjoyed teaching as some of items are used
as teaching aides. Things like alphabet letters.
It is easy for a teacher to teach a STD 1 kid
using those symbols/graphics as they engage
the children.
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Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

At Makata Primary we have very few books.
QOur library is small and cannot be used as a
study area. However we allow the students to
borrow books to read at home.

As well as books we really need supplies of
school stationery. Black pencils, coloured
pencils, black board paint, chalk of different
colours, highlighters, some toys that can be
used as aides to teaching, papers, ballpoint
pens, hardcovers, writing pads, rulers, mini
dictionaries and reading books for children
that may be used in the library. Normally we
are not provided with any stationary to be
used in the office, so both children and our
office staff benefit from your gifts.

Apart from holding these positions | am also a
farmer. In Malawi maize is our staple food. |
must always spare time to work in my field
which is located at Bvumbwe (approximately
about 20km from Ndirande). While this takes
up a lot of time it can be rewarding. But only if
you happen to have enough fertiliser, which
costs a fortune. And if there is not excessive
rains. We are expecting to harvest our maize
by end March or any time thereafter. My kids
help when they can.

14 CHURCHNEWS

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Sheena has suggested that someday | should
come to Cregagh and explain everything to all
friends. | would love to do that. If the
opportunity arises it will surely be a blessing
not to me alone, but to both Ndirande CCAP
church and Makata CCAP primary school.

| believe that it is possible and one day our
great God is going to answer us accordingly.

Eunice

A box of goodies from Cregagh delivered
to Makata School Blantyre

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Containers for Malawi

For the past three years we have supported
PCl’s Containers for Malawi Project.

Supplies of medical and educational materials
are always needed and are frequently shipped
from Belfast to support the work of hospitals
and schools. Twelve boxes have been filled
recently and on their way to Makata School

in Blantyre. You can read about the school

in Vice Principal Eunice Jere’s message to
our congregation. The 6000+ children at her
school benefit from your support.

What’s Needed?

Pauline Gibson and her cousin Philip

Pens, pencils, rulers, exercise books, file prepare boxes for Malawi

blocks, calculators and geometry sets.

All kinds of teaching aids! Reading books,
flash cards, wall charts, atlases, chalk and
blackboard dusters. Bibles are also very
welcome.

Please lend your support to this project by
donating BASIC stationery items to the box

in the vestibule. The collection is on-going

and boxes are transported as they are filled.
Tesco Value and Pound Shop items are ideal. |
you have contacts with schools that might be
disposing of items, please check if they can
be salvaged for Malawi.

EDUCATION IS A HAND UP...
NOT A HAND-OUT!

Boxes of educational and medical equipment
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Feature

This is My Life!

In this Easter 2014 edition of Church News
we are delighted to feature one of our most
hard working and loyal married couples in
the congregation, Anne and Michael Graham.
The Graham Family joined Cregagh during
Rev.Dr.Albert Sleith’s ministry.

Both Anne and Michael were ordained to the
Eldership in Cregagh in 1990.

Anne heads up our Catering Committee/
Christian Aid and Michael has been League
of Church Loyalty Secretary for many years.

Michael and Ann Graham

Where were you born and brought up?
Anne - Bessbrook, County Armagh
Michael - East Belfast, Richhill Park off the Sandown Road

Tell us about your family.

Anne -.I am second youngest of a family of eight, five boys and three
girls. Sadly one of my sisters who was a twin died when a baby.

Michael - | am the third in a family of five children (‘piggy in the
middle’), | have one brother and three sisters.

How and where did you both meet, and where and when were
you married?

We were both stationed in Tennent Street RUC Barracks, Anne was
in the Detective staff and Michael was a uniformed officer — it was
actually quite unromantic as we met at the scene of a shooting
incident. We had to apply to the Chief Constable for permission to
marry and on the 19th of September 1981 we were married in
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Bessbrook Presbyterian Church. Our wedding reception was held in
‘The Gosford Hotel’ Markethill which was destroyed in an explosion
the following week. Even the IRA couldn’t prevent us from getting
married!

How long have you been connected with Cregagh?

We joined Cregagh Presbyterian church 1982 just before the birth of
our daughter Stephanie.

Where were you educated?

I went to Orangefield Boys Secondary school. In my time Orangefield
was a marvellous school and my teachers were terrific. Their influence
has given me lifelong love of music and science. (OK!...and a lifelong
dislike of geography and history) | still see my music teachers at Ulster
Orchestra concerts and they have become great friends.

Tell us about your career to date.

Anne- | left School at 16 to work as Auxiliary Nurse in Dorking, Surrey.
| was accepted for Nursing Training in Guildford however my parents
didn’t like me being away from home and | returned and joined the
RUC at 18 years old in 1976.

| remained in the RUC/PSNI for 30 years in uniform/detective duties in
Greater Belfast area. For the last four years | have worked for a
charity called Migrant Help which cares for the victims of Human
Trafficking (modern day slavery). | am a first responder and am on call
24/7 1o help victims who have been rescued.

Michael — | joined the RUC Cadet Corp at 16 years old and then
joined the Regular Police Force at age 18years and 3 days, the
youngest member of my squad in the Depot. | was stationed in
Tennent Street, Oldpark and North Queen Street before moving on
promotion to Ballymena and after 6 years returned to Belfast where |
served in Castlereagh, Dundonald and was the last serving officer in
Carryduff Station before its closure. | retired from the Police on 31st
December 2010 having served a total of 34yrs in the RUC/PSNI.
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You both have received special awards during your careers,
what were they?

During our service we have both received commendations from Chief
Constables and military commanders for our involvement in certain
incidents, our actions deemed to be worthy of recognition at the time.

What are your main interests and hobbies?

Anne - | am Vice- President of the local Women'’s Institute and
secretary of a Gardening society. Both organisations allow me to
pursue my love of gardening/cooking.

Michael — | am secretary of Castlereagh Voluntary Welfare Group
which cares for retired Police officers and Police widows. | also serve
on the committee for Moneyreagh and District Community
Association. | am a Manchester United fan, a season ticket holder for
Linfield FC and try to attend all Northern Ireland home fixtures. | enjoy
reading, listening to the radio and gardening.

What is your favourite piece of music?
Anne - ‘Vincent’ by Don McClean.
Michael — ‘Superstition’ by Stevie Wonder.

What is your favourite hymn?
Anne —‘And can it be’
Michael —To God be the Glory’

What is your favourite book?
Anne — ‘A walk across the sun’ by Corban Addison

Michael — No favourites, Anne bought me a Kindle last year and | read
practically any book | can download on to it!

What is your favourite place to visit?
Anne - Barcelona

Michael — The North coast - Portrush, Portstewart — memories of
happy family holidays.
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What is your favourite film?
Anne - ‘Walk the line’ the life story of Johnny Cash.
Michael — ‘It's a wonderful life’ a Christmas classic.

What is your favourite television programme?
Anne - All true life murder stories

Michael — | love sport, particularly football and watch Match of the Day
religiously every Saturday.

How do you relax?
Anne - Gardening and caring for my two grandchildren.
Michael — | love to listen to Radio 4 Extra, | read and | enjoy gardening.

What item could you not live without?
Anne - Computer/mobile phone.
Michael — radio, | listen to it morning, noon and night!

Have you any phobias?
Anne - Rats and cats.
Michael —None that spring to mind.

What'’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given?
Anne - Always be kind and non-judgemental

Michael — during a particularly bad day at work when everyone was
complaining about long hours, being tired, hungry and cold a colleague
remarked ‘be thankful for what you have, your life, no matter how bad
it is, is someone else’s fairy-tale’ — it certainly made me stop and think.

What are you most proud of?
Anne - our four beautiful children- Stephanie, Michael, Mark and Peter.

Michael — Anne has said it, | am very proud of all of our children and I'm
immensely proud of my wife Anne because due to work commitments |
wasn’t always about home and Anne bore the brunt of keeping a family
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home and bringing up our children as well as holding down a demanding
job in the Police.

Have you any regrets?

Anne - that my parents didn’t live to see our two granddaughters Ruby and
Jessica.

Michael — the very many Christmas, Birthdays and family events that |
missed while working.

If there was something you could change about yourself, what
would it be?

Anne - | am very impetuous.

Michael — I'm a bit obsessive/compulsive about tidiness, a place for
everything and everything in its place!

Quick death or time to prepare?

I’m not a celebrity, get me out of here! | would prefer not to wake up one
morning.

Sunset and evening star, And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the bar, When | put out to sea.

20 CHURCHNEWS

Cregagh Online

CREGAGH Abeuit s Chureh L
F_R ES B‘YT E RI # N L?:l: ? Ff-z«:-:li'.:q:.-:. |:!::r.-_.:|r:l |_|.;.

a o o dowe Town Weighbour

buar Cod apashk pvd B chedierlly B o Yo, naowr
e, i1 G e i e Ty,

To keep up-to-date with life at Cregagh visit:
www.cregaghpresbyterian.org

Find us on _
Facebook Search for Cregagh Presbyterian

g Follow @cregaghpresby




Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

The MclIntyres
in Cyprus

The most recent letter from our Minister
Emeritus, Rev Hastings Mclintyre.

February 2014

Dear Friends,

It’s hard to believe that we have now been in
Cyprus for six months. We are getting to
know our way around and have realized that
when you get lost, particularly in Nicosia, if
you just keep going you will come across
something you recognize and find your way
again. Like Northern Ireland, Cyprus is not a
very big place.

The similarities don’t end there. It is an island
divided politically, religiously and culturally.
Since the time of the Ottoman Empire there
have been some Turks living in Cyprus but
since the Turkish invasion in 1974 the Turks
have ‘planted’ thousands from the Turkish
mainland in the northern part of the island
which they control. This has made the
difference between the two parts even more
distinct than it was. The original Turkish
Cypriots, while Muslim, were fairly liberal in
their approach. The incomers are much more
Islamic in their outlook and this has changed
the atmosphere, even though alcohol is still
freely available in the North and there are
casinos by the dozen — neither of these would
be acceptable in many Muslim countries.
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Hastings and Rosamund at Katafiyio

In our second Fireside Chat (Maggie Leroy,
the Retreats Facilitator, and | decided to run a
series of monthly ‘Fireside Chats’ at Katafiyio
on the last Saturday of each month. The first
was on Sat 25th January.) | interviewed
Jeanne, a Cypriot lady, who had grown up in
what is now the occupied part of Nicosia. Her
father was a Maronite (a branch of the
Catholic Church which is very strong in
Lebanon) and her mother was Greek
Orthodox and a cousin of the priest who
would become Archbishop Makarios. Both
families were horrified and disowned them
when they got married (echoes of mixed
marriages in Ireland). Jeanne is the fourth child
in her family and she said she didn’t know she
had any relations until she was 5 years old —
by that time the ice had begun to thaw.

She went to a Catholic school and later spent
the holidays with her Orthodox grandparents
and ended up somewhat confused and
sickened by all the rules and procedures to be
followed to be a follower of Jesus. Going to
England to study was an escape and it was
sometime before she went to any church. She
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met her husband in England and they went to
a Methodist Church which they found very
refreshing. Back in Cyprus now they are
Anglicans but hanker for the freer ways of the
Methodists. ‘How can so many churches with
the same Bible make things so complicated
and each claim to be exclusively right?’ she
asks. It makes you think!

The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Cyprus
and the Guif was held in Larnaka from the
10th to the 14th February. Maggie Leroy
returned from Abu Dhabi and had to make a
presentation about her work to the Synod.
Rosamund and | put together a series of
photographs and statements that visitors to
Katafiyio had said about their experiences
there. Another new friend arrived here just in
time to add sound to the presentation and we
are told it was very well received. This sound
technician John Friesen, a Mennonite from
Canada, is in Cyprus with his American wife, a
former InterServe colleague of Barbara
Dyatt’s. They arrived in January and are to be
here for three years. John wasn’t given a visa
to work so he plans to volunteer in various
ways during his stay.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Our friends May and lvan Hamilton came to
stay with us for a week on their break from
baby-sitting duties at half-term. They had a
brilliant week of weather, sunshine all week, as
we explored the island. As always we enjoyed
their company.

Katafiyio has been in use but hasn’t been
overly busy. Two bookings fell through — these
were different individuals working in the Middle
East who had to leave their countries to
re-enter with new visas. At the last minute
plans were changed for both. This explains
the two weeks that the house sat empty.

The Irish connection is never far away here.
The Sunday before the Synod we attended
the service in the Anglican Church in Larnaka
to promote our Fireside Chats. Afterwards we
met Ronnie Maitland, here in Cyprus for the
Synod. He had spent many years working for
British Airways based in Saudi Arabia where
he organized venues where church services
could be held, usually in some embassy or
other, since no Christian services are allowed
outside of the compounds. Ronnie grew up
on the Belfast Road in Newtownards and
went to Regent House School some years
after mel
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Janeen, a visitor to Katafiyo this month, tells
me that her parents go to Newtownbreda
Baptist Church and she visits them about four
times a year.

At the Fireside Chat the attendance was 19.
Of those, 8 were Irish! Admittedly four were
May, Ivan, Rosamund and myself, but there
were also two people from Derry now living
here and two ladies from St Paul’s, one
originally from Gilford and one from Belfast. It
was strange to hear so many ‘Norn Irish’
accents in one place.

Well February is gone and spring is on the
way. The countryside is green — such a
contrast to the parched brown we’ve seen
since August - and the aimond blossom is out
everywhere.
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Tomorrow, Monday the 2nd March, is the
beginning of the Orthodox Lent this year. It is
known in Greek as ‘Clean Monday’ and in
English as ‘Green Monday’. Both titles are
appropriate as Lent is the time to clean both
your house and your heart. Green Monday
points out that the Lenten fast begins then —
no meat, dairy products or eggs until Easter!
Devout Orthodox Christians become vegans
for the 50 days of their Lent.

Remembering what Jesus said about fasting
in Matthew 6:16-18, families celebrate Clean
Monday with picnics in the countryside and in
the mountains where they play games and fly
kites. That should be tomorrow - but the
weather forecast is not very good so we’ll tell
you next time what actually happens.

With best wishes to you all from a rather
cloudy Cyprus,

Rosamund and Hastings
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Aaron House

Praise Group leader Kathryn Glover
tells us about a special visit that
they paid to a local care facility...

Christmas is always a busy musical period,
but the Praise Group took time out to visit
with and sing some Festive Favourites for the
residents of Aaron House in Dundonald.

Aaron House is a residential care facility
run by the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
providing care for people with learning
difficulties.

We thank them for their warm welcome and
king hospitality. We also give a huge thank
you to Barbara Dyatt for kindly providing the
group with a hearty tea prior to singing.

Emma Platt and Murray Dalzell at Aaron House
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‘Knight Fever’
— An Arthurian Legend
lives on in Cregagh!

Karen McCurry, Panto Producer, looks
back at the return of Panto to Cregagh
in January after a four year wait.

Oh no it didn’t! Oh yes it did! The much
anticipated return of panto to Cregagh came
with the audience being transported to
Camelot where they watched the medieval
tale unfurl based very loosely around the
Legend of King Arthur and his Knights of
the Round Table. Claims that the Table
originated in IKEA remain unfounded!

Many of the original founder members of
Cregagh Players took to the stage. Some
old Dames, some old Kings and Queens,
some old scenery, some old costumes and
definitely a lot of old jokes! It was great to
see some new blood trying out Panto for the
first time and a big thank you must go to all
who helped make it not only a great success,

but also put a lot of smiles onto a lot of faces.

A few DVD’s of the show are still available if
anyone missed out on this spectacular (cost
£11.99 - Tel: 07552 606550 for orders).

We are delighted to announce that this year’s
show also raised £2,000 for the church
building fund so all the hard work paid off in
the end.

Who knows what Cregagh Players will get up
to next, so watch this space!
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Merlin and Mrs Merlin - Andrew Whaley an
. el » L NS

Sir Bliminal, Sir Uptitious and Sir Cumference - Susan
Forsythe, Jonathan Hill and Peter Armstrong

Chardonnay la Fay and The Black Knight -
Gillian Harper and Nigel Platt

The Medieval Maidens - Ellen McCormick, Emma
McCluskey, Anna Spiers and Caroline Woods

The Lady of the Lake - Emma Platt

L

Dennison Mahood and Jim McCurry

Lester the jester - Craig Hutchinson

Dame Doris Dumpling and King Arthur -

The Village Children - Katie

and Anna Hutchinson
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Holiday Bible Club
Church Records

Over the past 30 years we have been to the Pyramids,
the Seaside, the Olympics, the Hollywood Oscars, the
Farmyard and even a trip into Space, to name but a few!
But what am | talking about?

Baptisms
Why, our annual Holiday Bible Club, of course! It runs from 9.45am — 12.30pm each day and Amelia Catherine
. L is open to all children aged 4-11 years. The Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs G S Mclimoyle, 14 Ardkeen Crescent
This year it will take place from Monday 11t 4 s vear's Holiday Bible Club will be Born: 24th September 2013 Baptised: 24th November 2013
— Friday 15th August 2014 with our special :
Familv Service & Picnic on Sunday 17th revealed soon, so watch this space for more
A Y y details on how to enrol. Emily Ellen
ugust. ” ] curther informati Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs J A McCormick, 56 Manna Grove
i Wi i it you require any further information Born: 7th August 2013 Baptised: 24th November 2013
We hops it will certainly be an uplifting and contact Karen McCurry Tel: 07552 606550
fun experience of everyone involved and or e-mail i.k.mcecurrv@tinvonline.co.uk i
that many new children and leaders will be - i Y o ﬁ\?;netsd:m;hater of Mr & Mrs A M Kirkwood-Law, 68 Orchard Brae Gardens, Edinburgh
S u irkw -Law, , Edinbu
encouraged to come along and join in the fun. Born: 31st August 2013 Baptised: 2nd February 2014
Ernest Neill
Thank You i Infant son of Mr & Mrs | F Houston, 16 Ardcam Drive

Born: 6th November 2013 Baptised 16th February 2014

Peter

Peter Davey recently stepped down
after 20 years as Gift Aid Secretary
to the congregation. At the Annual
General Meeting and Congregational
Reunion in February Peter was
presented with a picture of Ardglass
railway station which, although
long-since closed, brings back many
happy memoaries of his early years in
the Co Down town. We wish Peter
well in his ‘retirement’ and Heather
Sharpe our best wishes as she takes
over this role.

Deaths

21st October 2013 Mrs Hannah Charlotte Briggs, 4 Mayfair Avenue
4th December 2013  Mr George Watt, 5 Briar Hill

6th December 2013  Mrs Myrtle Scott, 92 Cregagh Road

2nd January 2014 Mr David Graham, 7 Ascot Gardens

13th January 2014 Mrs Susan Platt, 17 Stirling Gardens

30th January 2014 Mrs Margaret Jackson, 9 Carrowreagh Gardens
13th February 2014° Mr Norman Morrison, 5 Downshire Park East
13th February 2014  Mrs Elizabeth Napier, 8 Albert Drive

15th February 2014  Mrs Rosalie Scott, 170b Mount Merrion Avenue

Peter Davey receives his gift from Rev Dalzell
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Spring/Summer 2014
Dates for your diary

March

Friday 28th
Sunday 30th

April

Wedding Dresses through the Ages! At 7.30 p.m.
Mothering Sunday Service at 11.00 a.m.

June

Saturday 5th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 13th
Thursday 17th
Friday 18th
Friday 18th
Sunday 20th

May

Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.

Palm Sunday Communion at 11.00 a.m.

Youth Fellowship Palm Sunday Service at 7.00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Communion at 7.30 p.m.

Good Friday Meditation at 12.00 noon

Good Friday Service at 7.30 p.m.

Easter Day Service at 11.00 a.m.

Sunday 1st

Mon 2nd -
Thurs 5th

Tuesday 3rd
Saturday 7th
Sunday 15th

July

Children’s Day Service at 11.00 a.m.

PCI Annual Meetings of the General Assembly
Junior Choir Concert at 6.30 p.m. (tbc)
Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.

Summer Sacrament of Holy Communion at 7.00 p.m.

Sunday Services at 11.00 a.m.,
(No Evening Services)

Saturday 5th

August

Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.

Saturday 3rd
Sunday 11th
Saturday 31st

Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.
Christian Aid Service at 11.00 a.m. (followed by lunch)

Summer Garden Fete at 2.00 p.m.

Sunday Services at 11.00 a.m.
(No Evening Services)

Saturday 2nd

Mon 11th -
Fri 15th

Sunday 17th

Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.

Summer Holiday Bible Club (Mornings)
Summer Holiday Bible Club Service at 11.00 a.m.

(Some dates and events are subject to change and will be confirmed in future
issues of Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)
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Rarde
Fete

Qaturday 3lst May 2014
at 200 p.m.

Admission: Adults £1.00 Seniors/Children 50p

Stalls including
Crafts, Plants, White Elephant, Jewellery, Cosmetics,
CDs, Books, Toys, Cakes & Home-Made Pancakes.
Lots of side-shows
Bouncy Castle & Face-Painting
Teas, Ice-cream, Crisps, Drinks & Hot Dogs available
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