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Feature

Christmas letter

Dear friends

Some people, like my wife Catherine, just love it and get so excited as Christmas approaches.
They have never really lost the wondeful child-like innocence of it all — they car’t wait for the
decorations to go up, the music to start playing and the anticipation of the big day itself, spent

with family and friends.

For others, it’s one of the toughest times of the year. Pressures from various imposed
expectations, memories of loved ones no longer with them, broken relationships and loneliness,

all take their toll. And Christmas is the hardest time to be alone.

For those of us who go to church, Christmas is often the time when we hear sermon after
sermon reminding us not to take Christ out of CHRISTMaS, or all we’ll be left
with is M&S.

Personally, I love M&S at Christmas, so many goodies to enjoy! That said, as your new ministet,
T know you would expect nothing less of me than to highlight the need for Christ at Christmas
and indeed for life!

When you attend the special Christmas services please listen out for the reason why Jesus came
into the wotld. Matthew, in his gospel, at the outset states that Jesus came into the wotld to

“save his people from their sin””. The hymn writer put it this way,

God rest you merry, gentlemen, Jet nothing you dismay!
for Jesus Christ onr Saviour was born on Christmas Day,
to save us all from Satan’s power, when we had gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy,
comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy!

The Lotd Jesus himself put it this way,
“[ have come that they may have life, and have it to the full>” (John 10:10)

I trust you are able to enjoy the Christmas season knowing that Jesus wants us to enjoy the life
that he has given to us. That in fact he wants us to have mote than just an ordinary life he

wants us to have a life that is overflowing with joy and goodness. So please, come along to the
special services and enjoy the oppottunities to worship and praise God for the gift of his Son.

O yes, and also enjoy M&S goodies and don’t forget to say thank you to God
“who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” (1 Timothy 6:17).

Happy Christmas
Your minister in Christ

Paul Dalzell
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A Congregation for the Future

As we welcome our new Minister, Rev Paul Dalzell, to
Qregagh and start to look forward to the next chap’ter in the
life Qf the congregation, it is fitting for us to reflect on the
achievements of the Building Fund. Maureen Mulligan, our
!:und Raising Co-ordinator recently presented the foIIO\,/vin
good news’ update to the end of October 2012. ’

Many efforts still continue and this year
to date, with your generous help,
we have raised:

£2,536 from car boot sales

£1,720 from funeral catering

£1,300 from Lenten lunches

£1,020 from the Craft Stall

£710 for the silver and gold collection
£600 from the marathon relay runners
£480 from plant tubs sold at the Garden Fete
£500 from Flower Power
£306 from the coin jar
£192 from Clothes and Books
£200 from Desserts and More

And that is only a few of the efforts going on.
In total we have raised over £20,000.

Remember you can still order from Cards
and Flowers and with Christmas coming the
Desserts and More group would be delighted

to bake for you with the proceeds goin
toth
Building Fund. oo )

Even though the income from the Building
Fund envelopes and direct debits for this year
to date is £26,000 we still need you to keep
coming forward with new ideas to raise funds.

We know that everyone is feeling the pinch
with the current economic recession and

we appreciate that it is hard to keep up
momentum when there is uncertainty about
what is going to happen and when, but |
would encourage everyone to give what they
can so we have sufficient income for the bank
to consider giving us a loan if we request one.

The good news is that since 2008 with the

continuing support of the congregation we
have raised almost £414,000
—a magnificent achieverment.

Please keep up the good work. Thank you.
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Feature

Installation of the
Rev. Paul T Dalzell

Our Session Clerk, Dennison Mahood, says
that there are five very important dates in the
history of Cregagh Congregation - they are:
22nd October 1903, 17th January 1944,

14th May 1976, 19th September 2001

and 4th October 2012. These are the dates
on which the five ministers of Cregagh were
installed to the oversight of this congregation.

The most recent of course was Thursday 4th
October 2012 when our new minister, Rev.
Paul Dalzell was installed in Cregagh by the
East Belfast Presbytery. And what a happy
occasion it was as a very large gathering of
family and friends of Rev. Dalzell, ministerial
colleagues from PCI, local clergy and
members past and present of Cregagh met
in worship for the Service of Installation.

The service was conducted by the
Moderator of East Belfast Presbytery, Rev.
Mervyn Gibson (Westbourne), the Charge to
Minister and People was given by Rev. Purvis
Campbell (Belmont), Prayers were led by
Rev. Albin Rankin (Stormont) and a Lesson
read by Mr Campbell Young (Belmont Elder).
The Act of Installation was carried out by

the Commission of East Belfast Presbytery
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led by Rev. Gibson and Mr. Douglas Cowan
(Clerk of Presbytery).

The choice of hymns was selected by Rev.
Dalzell and the Church Choir included an
Introit and the anthem “Glorious is Thy
Name”. Many visitors remarked on the
inspiring standard of worship experienced
during the service and in particular the praise
led by the Church Choir combined with the
beauty of the church.

An Offering for the Student’s Bursary Fund,
which is customary at services of ordination
or installation, realised £1157.

A short break followed the service

before some speeches were made,

the congregation remaining in church.
Speeches included: the Moderator, on behalf

Commission of Presbytery with Minister and Session Clerk of Cregagh

of Presbytery, bringing greetings and good
wishes to minister and people, Dennison
Mahood (Cregagh Session Clerk) expressing
thanks to Rev. Purvis Campbell as Vacancy
Convener and Rev. Jim Campbell as Pastoral
Assistant during the Vacancy period — gifts
of appreciation were presented to the Rev.
Campbells and their wives by Jim and Karen
McCurry and Dixie and Valerie Mackenzie.
Rev. Purvis Campbell responded on behalf
himself and Rev. Jim Campbell for the gifts
and for all the assistance they had received
from Cregagh folk during the thirteen months
of vacancy.

Mr Derek Robinson (Hydepark Session Clerk)

brought greetings and congratulations to Rev.

Dalzell from the Congregations of Hydepark
and Lylehill.

On behalf of Cregagh, Dennison Mahood
then welcomed the new Manse family

and wished them God'’s blessing for many
happy and fruitful years of service in the
congregation. An engraved crystal clock
depicting the church building was presented
to Rev. Dalzell and flowers given to Mrs
Catherine Dalzell to mark the occasion.

The congregation rose in acknowledgement
as Rev. Dalzell responded to those who

had previously spoken and said he was so
grateful for all the kindness and friendliness
shown to him and his family in the days of
preparation leading up to the Installation.

He looked forward to his time in Cregagh and
of the exciting opportunities of ministering
together in this place.
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Dennison Mahood presents gifts to Rev. Paul Dalzell and Catherine Dalzell

The final speech of the evening was a Vote
of Thanks to Cregagh for the invitation to be
present and for the hospitality which was

to follow, and was presented by Mr Danny
Kennedy MLA who had been a childhood
friend of Rev. Dalzell.

The Rev. Dalzell said the Grace and
pronounced the Benediction.

Everyone then adjourned to the Allen and
Stewart Halls for a reception when those
present could meet informally over a
delicious supper supplied by the ladies
of the congregation.
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A wonderful evening which will long be
remembered at the start of the ministry of the
fifth minister of Cregagh.

Rev. Dalzell conducted the Opening Services
of the New Ministry on Sunday 7th October
and then at the Harvest Services on

Sunday 14th October — we know that God
will richly bless all who seek to serve himin
this Congregation of Cregagh Presbyterian
as we endeavour to Love God and Love

our Neighbour.

Jim and Karen McCurry and Rev and Mrs Jim Campbell
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Christmas Past

in Cregagh!

Christmas at Cregagh has
always been a very special and
happy occasion with the Birth
of Jesus celebrated in the most
wonderful of ways, as Dennison
Mahood explains.

Obviously the Sunday Schools, KidZone,
Youth and Senior Organisations had and still
do have their Christmas parties and dinners,
but it must be said that the true spirit of
Christmas has always been felt in Cregagh’s
times of worship in church.

One of the first notable occasions was the
‘Story of Christmas’ which was presented in
the church on two consecutive years, 1959
and 1960. Due to the ever increasing
numbers of young people attached to the
congregation, the then minister, Rev. Arthur
Barbour decided to present this ‘Story of
Christmas’ in mime and song on three nights
in the week before Christmas. This was a
wonderful event which involved over thirty
members of the congregation in full costume
plus the Church Choir singing twenty carols. A
raised platform was built at the front of the
church and the choir sang from the right hand
side front pews (actually in the same position
they are today only facing sideways). Lighting,
makeup, costumes etc. were all undertaken
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by members of the congregation as well as
help from members of the BBC including the
late Charles Witherspoon. The idea for this
mime came from St. George’s Parish Church
in High Street who had presented a similar
mime for several years prior to 1959. There
are still several members of the cast involved
in Cregagh today — can you spot any of them
from the photograph?

During the 1950s it was the practice for many
years for the Laganvale Silver Band to play at
the Christmas Carol Service usually held on
the Sunday before Christmas and their bright
red band uniforms added to the warmth and
glow of the Christmas season.

During these years as well, the Church Choir
annually visited Whiteabbey Sanitorium to sing
for the patients there.

For many years forty or fifty members of the
Youth Club met at the church gates at 6.00am
on Christmas morning to go carol singing
(we're not sure if the local residents

appreciated our ‘joyful songs’ at that time of
the morning!). Then we ended up in the
Manse at 108 Cregagh Road for hot mince
pies before attending the Christmas Day
service at 9.00 a.m.

These celebrations all were held in the ‘old
church’ prior to its enlargement and
refurbishment to the wonderful sanctuary we
worship in today.

Following the improvements in 1963 two very
special services were inaugurated —

‘The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols’
and ‘The Candlelight Service’ held on the
preceding two Sunday evenings before
Christmas. The special ‘Children’s Christmas
Tree Gift Service’ also began in 1964.

The new facilities and additions included in the
refurbishment created an atmosphere and
ambience that enabled these services to be
so meaningful and inspiring. The church was
decorated for the first time in 1964 with large
Christmas tree and evergreen decorations.
The artistic talents of the late Annie Johnston
and Mary Fitzsimons were the first to lead the
team of decorators and their example and
talent has remained throughout the years and
we are grateful to those who are involved in
this work today.

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was
a big community service involving the Church
Choir and guest readers from Government,
Commerce, Forces and Police, Health, Sport,
Media and the Church — over the years of this
service numerous Secretaries of State,

Politicians, Lord Mayors, Councillors,
prominent leaders from the community have
taken part. Guests from several charitable
institutions were always invited to the service
and to supper afterwards, including Cripples
Institute, Millisle Boys Home and Purdysburn.

Back in December 1964 Cregagh had the
honour of becoming the first Presbyterian
Church in Ireland to have a Candlelight Service
(even though for the first few years we didn’t
use real candles!). If one looks at the Churches
Page in the Belfast Telegraph these days
almost every church is having one, so we, like
in so many other things, were the forerunners
of such events and practices. The service in
those early days included carols sung from the
corridor, the Tower Room and the Choral
Gallery — there were poems, readings and
drama. An order of service from the early days
notes: Junior Choir led by Helen McKeown;
Boy Choristers (Alfred Casement, David
Cochrane, Colin Munroe and Andrew Wynne);
Readers (Michele Barbour, Jennifer Atkinson,
Amy Deane and Rev. Ken Lynch); Soloists
(Richard Woods, Ann Atkinson, Dorothy Scott,
Carol McCormick, Elaine Brodie and Patricia
Hassard); Drama (Barbara McCrea, Craig
Hutchinson, Helen Todd, Gordon Dunlop,
Robert Oliver, Nigel Platt and Alan Sheppard);
Fitting of window stills and candleholders (Bob
McCrea); Exterior lighting of stained-glass
windows (Tommy McCluskey and Wil
McConnell); and Recorded music and interior
lighting (Dennison Mahood).
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In the late seventies the Festival of Nine
Lessons and the Candlelight Service were
amalgamated, still using specially invited guest
readers and the service was always held on
the Sunday evening before Christmas.

A Youth Service on the preceding Sunday
evening replaced the original Nine Lessons
and Carol service.

Then in the early 1980s when attendances at
an annual Watchnight Service on New Year’s
Eve were declining it was decided, as an
experiment, to have a Christmas Eve Candlelit
Service at 11.30p.m., when we would have
the opportunity of entering Christmas Day in
church to greet the new born Christchild.
This immediately was a resounding success
with a packed to capacity church and has
been so for the past almost thirty years. So
many visitors from across the province have
been returning year after year to this very
special service.

The Candlelight Service and the Christmas
Eve Service are the two most attended
services in Cregagh of the whole year with
a full church of people worshipping in a
traditional Christmas setting. Much of the
success and popularity of these two services
are due in no small way to successive
ministers and to the organists and
choirmasters, Jim Woods and John Dallas
who directed the Church Choir and to the
Junior Choir currently under

Maureen Mulligan.
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It is interesting to note that the Advent and the
Nine Lessons services are based on the order
of service, readings and carols used for
centuries at King’s College Chapel in
Cambridge.

The five other major Christmas services which
make up the seasonal worship are:

The Advent Carol Service held on the first
Sunday morning in Advent, the Children’s
Christmas Tree Gift Service to which gifts are
brought to the tree for distribution to needy
boys and girls, the Youth Fellowship Service
which always presents a more modern aspect
of the Christmas message, the more recently
added service to our festive programme,
Handbell Choir Service when the sounds of
Christmas are presented and, of course, the
Christmas Day Service bright and early at
9.00a.m. — all go to make up such a wonderful
Christmas at Cregagh!

December 2012 will be no exception as we as
a congregation seek to bring joy to the
members of this congregation and community
and those who visit us from afar when
together we join to prepare to welcome

and greet the babe of Bethlehem.

Details of Christmas at Cregagh are listed
opposite and we would invite you all to come
and join us in worship, fellowship and
celebration at this joyous time of the year.

=S

—

“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and sée this -t;i;g_:'hich is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known unto us.”

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS

IN MIME AND SONG

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
17th, 18th and 19th December, 1958
IN THE CHURCH, AT 8 P.M.

You are most cordially invited to join with us in this act of Christmas worship.

15 AT Bt

Minister

Christmas at Cregagh 2012:

Sunday 9th December at 11.00a.m.

Advent Carol Service

Sunday 16th December at 11.00a.m.

Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service

Sunday 16th December at 7.00p.m.

Youth Fellowship Christmas Service

Sunday 23rd December at 11.00a.m.

Handbell Choir Christmas Service

Sunday 23rd December at 7.00p.m.

Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols
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News from Malawi

Sheena Stewart passes on news from

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

John Munthali and Philip Jere in Malawi.

Congratulations to John and Sheena Munthali
on the birth of their baby girl who they have
named Khondiwe, which means “keeping

the promise”. Although born by Caesarean
section, both mother, baby and the proud
father are all fine.

John recently visited Chifundo Orphan Care
Centre to check that some boxes of toys
which had been sent out by the Mother and
Toddler Group ar Cregagh had arrived. Here
is his report:

“The orphanage has 85 orphans at the
moment but can take up to 100 . The social
worker at the orphanage told me that they
indeed received the boxes from the container
and were very grateful. They told me that they
have a lot of needs but in order of priority here
are the needs;

Likuni Phala flour - they need 10 kilograms
daily to feed the orphans (10 kilograms cost
£5). So daily they just need £5 to feed 100
orphans and they just need £1,825 to feed
100 orphans for a year; play materials like
toys; reading materials like kids books; school
materials like pens, pencils , crayons and
writing pads.
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Phillip Jere from the YF at Ndirande Church
sent us this photograph taken at their
‘Mission Lunch’. This looks like quite a
banquet by Malawi standards and it was
organised to raise some money to take
members of the YF on a Christmas Retreat.

Recently we
had a letter
from the
headmaster

at Makata
Primary School
in Blantyre,
thanking the
congregation for the gifts of stationery and
library books which we sent. He has asked
for our continued support with stationery and
asks for help with providing calculators for
the children.

Some of the 85 children who are in care at the centre.
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Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

Good Worship

Ndirande CCAP

Youth Ministry

Phillip Jere sends a report from the dinner held
at Ndirande CCAP on the 4th November 2012

The youth of Ndirande CCAPorganized a
dinner gathering at church in trying to raise
funds for the camp in December. The dinner
was well patronized by the church members
both elders and the youth, it was really a
night to remember. We had food of different
types that included: nsima, rice, spaghetti,
chambo, sweat potatoes, beef, chicken and
fruits like bananas apples, not forgetting the
fruit salad.

The occasion was opened by a word prayer
by Rev. M G Kutani, we had time to ask
those that attended the event to help us in
one way or the other in raising the funds.
Economically we seem disadvantaged as
things are keeping on rising almost on a daily
basis but the participants were asked not to
get tired in helping the youth ministry as this
will help in complete transformation youth

so as to live as Christ’s own. We also had a
great time to chart as one big family in Christ,

Nsima, chicken, chips,
vegetables, tomatoes
and banana
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listening to a number of testimonies and
dancing for the Lord.

On the night we manage to raise K 80
000.00 from the tickets we sold and the
pledges that the members of the church
made, well the money raised wasn’t enough
as we still have a long way to go but at least
we managed to get something and for that
we remain thankful to Lord God almighty. So
far we have managed to make a deposit to
SALIMA TECHNICAL COLLEGE (along Lake
Malawi) where we will be accommodated.
As of now we still have a shortage, and we
are keeping our faith high as we pray to God
to see us through. About 60 youth members
are expected to attend, the number may
rise as a lot have shown keen interest attend
the youth camp. We have intensified our
fundraising activities in trying to clear the
shortage but it’s unfortunate that time seem
not to be on our side.

Meeting Social Needs

Cregagh Online
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Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Update from Romania

Imagine you have been placed in a country where you have
never gone before, know nothing about it nor the language.
You have just heard about it from the last Xplore Team; they’ve
just told you about the crazy dogs and you watch a video.

That's me — Cherith Collins! | was that person
who went to Romania for the six weeks from
September to November. It was a country that
| had only heard about from Peter Armstrong
(when he went for a couple of weeks), but
other than that | knew nothing - nothing about
the country we are going to, the people we
would be seeing and the lives we would

be changing.

| arrived in Romania in the middle of September
and trained for the first couple of days. This
was an amazing opportunity for everyone to
get to know more about the charity we would
be working with and also our team.

The charity we were working with is called
‘Networks’ - it was opened up sixteen years
ago by a man called Lee Saville. He was only
out in Romania for two weeks but just knew
that this was where God’s plan for him was.
‘Networks’ is run by four people, but they
also have many volunteers that come out and
help for long term placements. When | was
there we had fifty people all together - from
England, Sweden and America - and many
are going to stay on for the next nine months.
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The training week was also to help the leaders
to decide what team to place us on. | was
placed on the Task Force team, which meant |
would have an opportunity to be placed
anywhere — we would go to the places that
needed the most help.

| was initially placed in the Rig Builders team
for the first couple of weeks, which involved
digging a ditch and starting to dig five metre
holes for a toilet system, which Tuats needed
s0 they could be reopened to the public. | was
also painting cabins, flattening ground and
painting a building construction site sign.

After about two weeks | was then place

in Siria; this is where my home was and
Networks was based. Siria has a lot of teams
- Crisis Help, Homecare, Greenhouse, Dece,
Builders and the school at Eden.

Eden was where we would meet up every
morning and talk to our team leaders about the
day’s activities. | was based in Dece Office for
a few weeks - we needed to complete a 400
item order and that included sorting, sewing,
stitching, crochet and packing. This was a

long week and a big difference from being

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

outdoors in the sun in Tauts to being in an
office looking at wool. We completed the order
and were then told that Dece needed a video
for their website to advertise their items. So |
and another team member started to do some
filming around Siria.

| was then asked to join a different group for
the last couple of weeks - the Greenhouse
group. | was placed with a member of the
Networks team and got to be part of the
community, going around houses to see

how people were using the Greenhouses to
support their families and also helped dig and
plant with them.

| also helped with handing out flour and
washing powder to the community - to the
families most in need - and also got to visit

a community called Galsa which is the most
challenging community in Siria. Imagine living
in a mud house right beside the train tracks,
you have to use a well for running water

and you only have one room to live in and it
includes just a bed and a small gas cooker for
a family of six.

Galsa was the biggest challenge for me during
my time in Romania, as winters are extremely,

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Good Worship

Meeting Social Needs

and | will say it again, extremely cold. People
have to burn their own furniture to keep warm
as it gets to minus 40 degrees; homes don’t
have central heating and a lot of homes don’t
even have any windows.

| would like to ask you to please continue

to pray for Siria, the communities of Alpha,
Checheci, Galsa and Eden, as it moves into
the winter and families will get extremely cold.
Please pray for peace over the country and
equality.

| would ask to continue to pray for me too,

as | now travel to Guildford with Chris from
the Xplore team. We will be doing a lot of
Outreach within the community and helping in
any situation as much as possible.

God has helped me work through these six
weeks and has been by my side every step of
the way. | have experienced so many things
through being in Romania and | trust God

will help me experience so many other things
when | get to Guildford.

| want to thank you all again for your support
- with prayers and also the kind donations you
have been giving me. Thank you.
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Festival of Remembrance

The Choir were proud to take part for the third
time in the annual Royal British Legion Festival

of Remembrance held in the Waterfront Hall on
Saturday 3rd November 2012 under the leadership

of our Choirmaster John Dallas.

The choir assisted the Chaplain of the

Royal British legion Northern Ireland, The
Rev. Canon Sam McVeigh during the
Service of Remembrance which is the most
solemn part of the whole event featuring
scriptures, prayers, worshipful music and the
exhortation...

They shall grow not old,
as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun,
and in the morning

We will emember them

This Festival of Remembrance is an important
fund raiser for the Legion as well as being the
focal opportunity for we in Northern Ireland to
come together to remember all the men and
women who have paid the supreme sacrifice
while serving with out Armed Forces or in
hostile waters with the Merchant Navy. We
will remember them and we must not take for
granted the freedom we enjoy because

of their sacrifice.
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FESTIVAL OF

WATERFRONT HALL - BE

When you go home tell them of us
and say
For your tomorrow we gave our today.

Kohima Prayer
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This is My Life!

In this pre-Christmas issue of Church News
we are pleased to feature Gordon Dunlop.

Gordon was ordained to the Eldership in
Cregagh in 1977 along with twenty-two
other members including his wife, Barbara.
Sadly only five of those ordained then are still
serving on Kirk Session today. Gordon has
recently been appointed Church Treasurer
and we wish him well in his new post.

Where were you born and brought up?

| was born in Belfast on 11th April 1950 and lived for the first 29 years
of my life on the front of the Cregagh Road — opposite a certain
Dennison Mahood. | was fortunate in a way to have made it into the
world. My father was an engineer in the Merchant Navy and served
on the Atlantic convoys during WWII. On one occasion he came very
close to losing his life when his convoy (the Jervis Bay) was attacked
by a German battleship — anyway, he just about made it and
consequently so did I!

Tell us about your family.

| couldn’t have had better parents. My father died in 1975 and my
mother passed away in 2007. Many who read this will have fond
memories of her — she was a remarkable woman. Of course, you all
know | am married to another remarkable woman who is much better
known around Cregagh than | am! | have one brother, John, who has
had mental health problems for most of his life. He lives in sheltered
accommodation at Knockbracken but | am pleased to say that he
has been in good health now for quite some time.
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How long have you been connected with Cregagh?

Just about all my life. | became more seriously involved at the age of
20 when the Rev. Roy Simpson asked me to be a leader in the 4Cs
— forerunner to the YF.

Where were you educated?
Annadale Grammar School and QUB (BSc in Economics).

Tell us about your career to date.

When you read this | will have just retired from NIE where | have spent
almost my entire working life; the first half in Personnel Management
and the second as Regulation Officer/Compliance Manager dealing
with the Electricity Regulator in Northern Ireland. | won'’t bore you with
the details other than to say the job was challenging — to say the least!

What are your main interests and hobbies?

Golf is my main sporting interest — hopefully | will have time in my
retirement to develop a few more interests. | did Spanish to GCSE
level in 2011 and would quite like to take it a stage further.

What is your favourite piece of music?

| have very broad tastes — everything from the blues to tenor arias.
Among the great pop songs Harry Nilsson’s “Without You” would be
one of my favourites.

What is your favourite hymn?

“Brother, sister let me serve you”. | chose it for my mother’s funeral
service because it summed her up so well.

What is your favourite book?

| share an interest in liberal theology with a good friend of mine. At the
moment | am reading one of his recommendations “The Case for God”
by Karen Armstrong — a great book, although a bit on the heavy side.
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What is your favourite place to visit?

Has to be Portstewart — we have a holiday home there which we will
now be able to make more use of. Walking along the Strand beach is
one of life’s great pleasures and the golf course isn’t bad either! Costa
del Sol is a regular holiday haunt.

What is your favourite film?

The one that sticks in my memory is “The Shawshank Redemption”
— though some of the scenes are harrowing.

What is your favourite television programme?
“Match of the Day” and “Have | Got News for You” are my favourites.

How do you chill out?

| don’t, but I am sure | will develop this skill in my retirement. One
thought | have is to take up the guitar again after a very long absence
(Nigel Platt has nothing to worry about).

What is your indulgence?
A glass or two of wine.

Have you any phobias?

A few years ago | got stuck in a lift for about half an hour. It didn’t affect
me that much at the time but very confined spaces certainly would. |
don’t know how the POWSs tunnelled their way out of the POW camps
in the Second World War — | would rather have been shot!
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What item could you not live without?
Now that | am retired, it has to be my golf clubs!

What’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given?

“Always do the decent thing” — it seems to have been the family
motto in my mother’s family and she passed it on to me.

What are you most proud of?

| haven’t mentioned our fostering career and our two foster children
— Robert and Priscilla. | am proud of what Barbara and | have
achieved with them.

Have you any regrets?

We fostered another boy who unfortunately has taken more than a
few wrong turns in his life. We haven’t seen him for quite some time.
Looking back, it is difficult to see how we could have done things any
differently. Sometimes you just have to accept that there are things
(and people) you can’t change.

If there was something you could change about yourself, what
would it be?

| would love to have been a top sportsman but | have bad
astigmatism so that was not to be — | would go for perfect vision/
hand-eye co-ordination.

Quick death or time to prepare?
Quick death.
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Junior YF

Caroline Woods tells us what Junior YF get

brings us her report for November 2012.

As | write this we are well into the autumn/
winter term and the youth organisations are
back into full swing. It's great to see the halls
buzzing each night with young people and
their parents.

| have been taking a more active role in Youth
Club since September and have really enjoyed
getting to know the kids a bit more. Many new
folk have come on board to help out at Youth
Club, so a big thanks to everyone who gives
up their time, whether once a month or every
week at this group. Laura Watson has written
an article about how it’s all been going.

This year Youth Club hope to have a
Christmas service on the 9th December (pm)
at which the children can all play their small
part and hopefully their parents will come

to support them. It would be lovely to have
members of the congregation along too, to
support the children and be there to meet and
chat to parents and young people as part of
our very welcoming Church family here

at Cregagh.
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| continue to be involved with Youth Fellowship
on Sunday evenings. It has been a while since
the YF did any major fundraising but the Bid
and Buy sale has been our latest effort. Many
thanks to Emma Platt and James McCormick
for all their hard work in bringing it together for
10th November.

The Youth Fellowship Christmas Service will
be on 16th December at 7pm, it would be
great to see you there.

We enjoyed our first All Age Service with
Paul Dalzell in October, a year to the month
after they began. It was good to have what
seems like that final piece in these services,
with our new minister participating; | hope to
work closely with Paul in planning these on a
monthly basis going forward.

Finally | would like to take this opportunity to
wish all our young people and their families a
very Happy Christmas season and

peaceful 2013.

Louise Michael

Youth and Family Worker
07717452151

up to when they meet on Sunday evenings.

In Junior YF we have been doing a grand
tour of the bible. We started at the beginning
in genesis and learnt different stories
through to Daniel. Each week we looked at a
different story, some of which were: creation,
Noah and the ark, Joseph, Moses, the Ten

Commandments, the Promised Land, David,
Solomon and Daniel. It was good to go
through the stories in order like this because
it meant we could see how each story links in
to the next.

New members welcome!

Senior YF

Laura Watson is a member of Senior YF.
She tells us what the group has done recently.

Since the summer, Senior YF, led by James
McCormick, has completed the Y Course.
This was really interesting and at times
challenging, as we discussed some of life’s
most difficult questions, some of which
included;

Can there really be a God in a world with so
much suffering?

Was Jesus’ death real?

What about life after death?

What is faith?

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?

Is it all about obeying rules?

Although there is no definitive answer

to most of the questions, it proved very
interesting to discuss people’s opinions

of the various topics and | think everyone
has learnt something from studying the Y
Course. | believe, as young Christians, it has
enabled us to think about important issues
surrounding Christianity that we might never
have thought about otherwise.
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Junior Youth Club

Laura Watson tells us about what the Junior Youth

Club have been up to recently.

Junior Youth Club finished for the summer
with a family fun evening in June, complete
with a bouncy castle and barbeque.
Unfortunately the rain prevented us from
being outside; however, that didn’t matter
to the kids and everyone had a great fun
filed evening!

Junior Youth Club resumed again at the
beginning of October, with a slightly different
format, and lots of new leaders! Our theme
for this term is ‘Heroes’, so each week the
children will learn of a different hero from the
Bible, then the games and crafts will also
loosely relate to this topic. So far, we have

learnt about the amazing stories of Abraham,

Noah, Moses and Joseph, with many more
still to come.

Although our numbers are slightly down
from last year, we still have around twenty
enthusiastic children coming loyally every
week. Anyone in P2-P6 is very welcome to
come along every Friday from

6.30pm -7.45pm.

We would like to say a big thank you to
all the new leaders that have volunteered
to help out, as it makes every week more
enjoyable, and also to those who have
returned from last year; your help is very
much appreciated and Youth Club could
not run without your continued support.
Likewise, | would also like to thank on
behalf of all the leaders, Lynsey Watson
and Louise Michael for all the time and
planning put into this.

There will be a very special Christmas
evening on 9th December involving
Junior Youth club....

- unto

CREGAGH
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In order to help with fundraising, the Youth
Fellowship held a ‘Bid and Buy Fundraising
Auction’. Emma Platt tells us how it went.

On Sat 10th November, the Youth Fellowship
held a fundraising auction which was greatly
supported by the congregation. ltems ranged
from dog walking to a midweek break in

the Burrendale Hotel. A total of over £1700
was raised, and will be split between four
causes. A donation will be made to Ndirinde
Youth Fellowship in Malawi to go towards
their Christmas Camp, the work of the local
orphanage and malaria treatments. Two
children will be sponsored for a year through

the work of Abaana as well as being provided

with a Christmas dinner and gift. The
remainder will go to the Building Fund and
Youth Fellowship Funds.

A big thank you is due to everyone who
donated items, attended the event and
helped to make the evening a success.

The Youth Fellowship are grateful for
your continued support.
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Queen’s Guide

Award trip

On 19 -21 October the Guides Senior Section went on
a weekend to Lorne and stayed in the Ranger Cottage.

Claire Gillespie tells us more...

The weekend was part of the Queen’s

Guide Award, which Susan Forsythe and
Dara Robinson are currently completing.
Seven Senior Section Guides went on the
weekend: Susan Forsythe, Dara Robinson,
Roxy Thompson, Emma Davey, Rebecca Day,
Danielle Wilson and Claire Gillespie.

On the Friday night we arrived and settled
in. After that we made some Whoopie Buns,
which was good fun — they were very tasty
and we had them for supper!

On Saturday we had French toast which
Emma Davey very kindly made for our

breakfast. Once we finished and tidied up
after breakfast, we made models out of
jumping clay which everyone enjoyed doing.
After lunch we went to Titanic Belfast, which
was very interesting, as we all learnt new facts
about the Titanic story. In the evening we
watched a DVD and ate buns, popcorn and
sweets — your typical Girl Guide pastime!

On Sunday we finished off what we didn’t get
done on Saturday with the jumping clay and
then relaxed and tidied up before going home.

Thanks go to Susan Forsythe and Dara
Robinson for organising the weekend.

Senior Section Guides at Titanic Belfast
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Senior Section Guides in the Ranger Cottage at Lorne
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Cregagh Gallery

A round-up of photos from
key events in the life of the
congregation. Please send
any photos that you would like
published in Church News to
David Gillespie at
d.gillespie@ntlworld.com

Dennison Mahood celebrates achieving
‘Slimmer of the Week’ with Slimming World
held in the Church!

Emma Platt and Laura Watson at the Halloween Party
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PW Musical Extravaganzal

Robyn McCullough reports on recent PW activities and

what is coming up in this season’s programme...

On Friday 19th October 2012 Cregagh
Presbyterian Church opening its doors for the
first visit of Fortwilliam Musical Society under
the watchful eye of Musical Director William
Cairns MBE. Joanne Laverty was MC and the
concert co-ordinator was Siobhan Farrell.

We were entertained with a wonderful
selection of musical items. Our own choir
member Joan Browne performed ‘The
Wonder of you’ and ‘Can’t help lovin’ that
man’ superbly! We also had a selection of Irish
music with a very beautiful arrangement of
Danny Boy/Carrickfergus created by William
Cairns. Music from the shows and a wide
variety of other songs provided us with a truly
memorable evening.

As it transpired it was a masterstroke of Karen
McCurry to hold the event in the church rather
than the Allen Hall as the church provided

the choir with the optimum acoustics. We are
also indebted to Robert Oliver who controlled
the sound system to give the best aural
experience to everyone.

Many people who attended commented on
the beauty and architecture of the church
building and what a striking setting it was
for our concert. We are truly blessed too in
this respect.

As | am sure you all are aware the PW has
been sponsoring Monica from Blantyre in
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PW Forthcoming dates:

Malawi in a number of ways over a period of
time. The aim of this has been to support her
in achieving a qualification which will enable
her to, as she writes in her letter to us:

“I know by God'’s help | will find a good job
and support myself, my mother and of course
some of the orphans.”

Monica continues to record a deep
appreciation of our support for her and she
goes on the say:

“I would like to let you know that | am

doing well with my education and | will be
completing my higher diploma this December.
My last semester opened on 4th June 2012
and | will be sitting for my last exams in
December 2012. So as usual | would like to
remind you about my tuition fees. Well, | am
s0 proud to say thank you ladies for bringing
me this far. | wouldn’t have been here if it

was not without you. As | am completing my
sponsorship this year | would like to thank you
all for being faithful to me and never letting
me down.”

As you can see from the extracts from
Monica’s letter she is appreciative of all the
help and prayerful support provided by the
PW. From our point of view it is gratifying

to visualise an end product of our efforts.
Monica’s letter can be seen on the PW notice
board in the Barbour Hall.

10th December 2012: Clifford Smyth, The Titanic Tartan, Christmas Music.

7th January 2013: New Year Message, Rev Paul Dalzell.

4th February 2013: Reminiscing Boxes, Music and Bring and Buy Sale.

4th March 2013: Friendship night,

Kim Patterson, Child Evangelism Fellowship.

29th April 2013: AGM, Quiz Night.

Church Records

Baptisms

Allen Clifford Best

Hampton Court, Ballygowan. (Adult Baptism)
Baptised 22nd September 2012

Deaths

30th September Cyril Desmond Osborne, 7 Albert Drive
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Winter/Spring 2012-2013
Dates for your diary

December February

Saturday 1st
Sunday 2nd

Saturday 8th
Sunday 9th

Sunday 9th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 23rd
Monday 24th
Tuesday 25th
Sunday 30th

January

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.-12.30p.m.

Advent Carol Service at 11.00a.m.
(Cregagh and Malone P.C. Choirs) (at Malone)

Quiet Day for Advent from 9.00a.m.—1.00p.m. in Drumalis Retreat
Centre, Larne.

Advent Carol Service at 11.00a.m.
(Cregagh and Malone P.C. Choirs) (at Cregagh)

Christmas Service and Refreshments for Youth Club at 6.45p.m.
Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service at 11.00a.m.

Youth Fellowship Christmas Service at 7.00p.m.

Handbell Choir Christmas Service at 11.00a.m.

Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 7.00p.m.
Christmas Eve in Cregagh at 11.30p.m.

Christmas Day Family Service at 9.00a.m.

Old Year Service at 11.00a.m.

Saturday 2nd
Sunday 3rd
Thursday 21st

Sunday 24th

March

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.-12.30p.m.
Kid’s Alive Service at 11.00a.m.

Annual Meeting and Congregational Reunion at 7.30p.m.

Thinking Day Service at 11.00a.m.

Saturday 5th
Sunday 6th

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.-12.30p.m.

New Year Communion at 11.00a.m.

Saturday 2nd
Sunday 10th
Sunday 24th
Sunday 24th

Wednesday 27th

Thursday 28th
Friday 29th
Sunday 31st

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.—12.30p.m.

Mothering Sunday Service at 11.00a.m.

Palm Sunday Communion at 11.00a.m.

Youth Fellowship Palm Sunday Service at 7.00p.m.

Music for Holy Week at 7.45p.m. in McQuiston Memorial Church
Maundy Thursday Communion at 7.30p.m.

Good Friday Meditation at 7.30p.m.

Easter Day Service at 11.00a.m.

(Some dates and events are subject to change and will be confirmed in future
issues of Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)
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Christmas at Cregagh
December 2012

Sunday 9th at 11.00a.m. Advent Carol Service

Sunday 9th at 11.00a.m. Christmas Service and Refreshments
for Youth Club at 6.45p.m.

Sunday 16th at 11.00a.m. Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service

Sunday 16th at 7.00p.m. Youth Fellowship Christmas Service

Sunday 23rd at 11.00a.m. Handbell Choir Christmas Service

Sunday 23rd at 7.00p.m. Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols

e

CREGAGH
PRESBYTERIAN

Love God and Love Your Neighbour




