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Feature

Moving towards the
installation of a minister!

The act of installation of a minister does not happen
often in the lives of most ministers or in the histories of
most congregations. Rev Purvis Campbell the Convenor
of our vacancy ponders the act of installation...

For me there have been three installations
— Royal Air Force (technically an induction
because it was fixed term), Second
Ballyeaston and Belmont, and | hope there
will not be another. For Rev Paul Dalzell,
as far as | am aware, this will be his third
as well.

For Cregagh, it is the fifth in your 110 year
history: Rev Dr David Stewart, Rev Arthur
Barbour, Rev Dr Albert Sleith and

Rev Hastings Mcintyre.

So some thoughts.

For a minister an Installation is a key event
in his or her life, and in the life of the family.
It signals the end of one phase of ministry
with the ending of many good and close
relationships, and there is some pain and
sadness in that. But the main feeling is one
of expectation — of new beginnings, new
relationships, new opportunities, a different
manse, a different way of life — just about
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everything changes. While this is exciting, at
the same time there is a strong sense of the
challenge in all of this, and we would not be
human beings if there were not some little
questions at the back of our minds. Little
niggling questions. What happens if it doesn’t
work out? What happens if I'm not up to the
task? What happens if | can’'t meet

their expectations?

So remember Paul, Catherine, Murray

and Chloe in your prayers as they prepare
themselves for this new phase of life and
ministry. (As you read this they are probably
sunning themselves in California, but even
there they will be thinking and talking about
the past and the future!)

What does it mean for you in Cregagh? Well,
in many ways only you can answer that. There
must a certain degree of letting go of the past,
but overall | would imagine there is an air of
expectation and excitement. | certainly hope
there is!

There is a sense of preparation — at this stage
mostly of the manse, but in general around
the buildings, and | would think there is some
thought being given to catering arrangements
for October 4th. The preparation of the service
of Installation is underway and | have no doubt
that in Cregagh that will be a memorable
occasion, carried out with dignity and with
uplifting praise.

There will be some little niggling questions at
the back of your minds as well. What happens
if it doesn’t work out? What happens if we are
not up to the task? Remember yourselves in
prayer as welll

I encourage you all to attend the service

of Installation on October 4th. It is such a

key event for minister, congregation and

Presbytery. | plan to explain a bit more
about it on Sunday 2nd and Sunday 29th of
September so that you understand what is
going on at every stage.

For the month of September the key words
are prayer and preparation. As Revd Dr Billy
Abraham used to say — approach this soaked
in prayer for the guidance and inspiration of
the Holy Spirit.

Let me finish by expressing my gratitude to
you all for the privilege of being Convener of
the vacancy in Cregagh, where in the past |
learned so much about life and ministry from
the congregation and from the late Rev Dr
Albert Sleith. What a guide and inspiration he
was to me. Thank you all for your support and
encouragement over the past year.

Appreciation

The congregation is indebted to those
ministers who helped us through the
year of vacancy, but in particular Rev.
Purvis Campbell, our Vacancy Convenor
and Rev. Dr. Jim Campbell, our Pastoral
Assistant - both these friends of Cregagh
have guided us through what can be a
difficult time for any congregation, and
we are so grateful to them. They have
enabled us to reach such a good and
promising conclusion and filling

of the vacancy.

Our worship has been blessed by several
clergymen who conducted the Sunday
services during the vacancy, and include:
Very Rev. Dr. Sam Hutchinson, Rev. Dr.
Ron Savage, Rev. Dr. David Lapsley, Rev.
Bill Haslett, Rev. George Moffett, Rev.
Wilfred Orr, Rev. Ernie Boggs

Rev. Uel Marrs and all the other speakers
at All Age and Connect services - very
much appreciated.
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Feature

A New Minister

for Cregagh

The installation of a new Minister is a major
event in any congregation. That Cregagh
will be installing only its fifth Minister in just
over 100 years is even more significant as

Dennison Mahood explains.

Just over a year ago Cregagh was saddened
at the departure of the Rev. Hastings
Mclntyre due to his retirement. However, we
are delighted that he and Rosamund have
settled into their home in Larne. Hastings
and Rosamund will always hold a very
special place in the hearts of the members of
this congregation and it has been a joy to
keep in touch with them over past months.
We look forward to the continuance of their
friendship in the years to come.

And now, after months of endless planning,
meetings, statistics, questioning, prayer etc.
the congregation await with excited
anticipation the arrival of our new minister.

The Rev. Paul Dalzell will be installed in
Cregagh on Thursday 4th October at 7.30
p.m. and will conduct the Opening Services
of the New Ministry on Sunday 7th October
at11.00 a.m. and 7.00 p.m. We know that
the members of Cregagh will turn out in great
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numbers to welcome Paul together with his
wife, Catherine, son Murray and daughter
Chloe. We look forward to their ministry with
us as together we seek to serve and witness
for Christ in this place. It is our prayer that
they will enjoy many happy years in the
Church and in the Manse.

No doubt, it will take a while before minister
and people really get to know each other
but considering Paul’s friendly disposition
and Cregagh’s reputation of being open
and welcoming it may not take as long as
we think.

In the next issue of Church News we should
learn something more about Paul Dalzell, but
in the meantime here is some information
about his ministerial life to date:

Paul Thomas Dalzell was born in July 1964
and ordained to the Ministry in 1991 in
Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church, Bangor

where he was Assistant Minister. His first
charge was in Raffrey Presbyterian Church
where he served as minister from 1993 —
1996. He was installed as minister of
Hydepark and Lylehill Congregations in 1996
and has served those congregations so well
for the past sixteen years. Rev. Dalzell is very
highly thought of in the congregations he has
been involved with and throughout the
Presbyterian Church at large; and Cregagh is
so fortunate to have someone of his calibre
coming as the fifth minister in the history of
the congregation.
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All members of the congregation,
past and present, are invited to the
Service of Installation on Thursday
4th October at 7.30 p.m. and to
the Reception afterwards — a very
special time for the Dalzell family
and the Cregagh family!

The manse keys are handed over to Rev Paul Dalzell by Dennison Mahood with Jim McCurry, Congregational Secretary,
Karen McCurry, Mrs Catherine Dalzell and Chloe Dalzell looking on.
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A Congregation for the Future

At the meeting of the Congregation held on 29th May
2012 there were very strong and emotional views put
forward for both rebuilding the church and refurbishing

the existing building.

We are custodians of the church’s finances
and with the major upheavals in the financial
markets since the original congregational
decision of 2008 it is our responsibility to
make sure that we invest our money wisely.

There were five graphs presented at the
meeting showing your views. These showed
support for the strategy and support for
borrowing to implement the strategy.

The main issue appears to be with
rebuilding versus refurbishment.

So - how do we proceed from here?

We have a new Minister in Cregagh and
preparations for his installation and refreshing
of the manse have been rightly taking our time
over the summer.

It may seem strange but the next forward
step in the building project has to be looking
backwards — how do we support the strategy
that we have? What do we want from the
church building? In this way we hope that we
can reach a consensus.

There is also some nervousness about
borrowing money but our financial people are
looking at this. They are benchmarking the
costings that we have received for rebuilding
and refurbishing so that we can compare like
with like to better inform the congregation.

Finally, we need to be able to reach a

decision based on facts in a calm and rational
manner taking into account the needs of all
our members, young and old, and, more
importantly, with a view to future survival and
growth. Above all the church is the people and
not the buildings alone.

News from Living our Faith

Barbara Dyatt has been leading a short
mid week series, which will finish on
10th October, entitied Communicating
with God.

Barbara is also going to lead a Quiet
Morning on Saturday 8th December which
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will be held in Drumalis Retreat Centre
in Larne. This is an opportunity to have
a time of Advent reflection before the
busyness of Christmas sets in.

Why not plan to come along?
Details will be in the news-sheet.

Jubliee Celebrations

From left, Michael Graham, Dixie Mackenzie, Rev Dr Lapsley, Dennison
Mahood and John Dallas after the special service to celebrate the
Diamond Jubilee.
Cregagh joined in with the national
celebrations on Sunday 3rd June to mark
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth I
with impressive refreshments “fit for a Queen’
served in the Allen Hall after a special church
service conducted by Rev Dr David Lapsley.

The food and decorations were a reminder to
those enjoyed in the same Allen Hall in June
1953 when members of the congregation met
for a Coronation Day party and to view the
ceremonies of the day on black and white TV
screens placed around the hall.

A memorable time was had by all!

Cregagh Celebrates Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond Jubilee
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Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith

News from
Malawi

My name is Philip Jere. | am a Malawian living
in a city called Blantyre in Ndirande township.

I met Sheena Stewart last time she visited
Malawi together with the PCI team at our
church Ndirande CCAP (Church of Central
Africa Presbyterian).

My mum Eunice Jere is the deputy head
teacher at HHI PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Your congregation is playing a vital role in
improving the education standards here

in Malawi with the stationary the school is
getting from you. The government stopped
providing reading books and writing pads
to the pupils a long time ago, that makes it
difficult for pupils to learn.

Ndirande township is one of the largest
townships in Malawi. It is famous for its
notorious activities that happen within it.

In the past ten to fifteen years the township
was one of the very dangerous places to
live in. It was regarded as the root of every
criminal activity that was happening in the
commercial city of Blantyre. Armed robbery,
burglary, fighting, raping women and girls,
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Open and Welcoming

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Philip Jere

using of drugs and selling them, all these and
many more were the terms used to describe

Ndirande. There has been a change though:

but a lot of bad acts are still happening.

Growing as a young person in these violent
environments isn’t easy. A lot of people in the
township do not care about school. A boy
would rather choose to know a technical job
like a mechanic but without going to schooal,
same applies to girls where opening a saloon
will be enough for them. Or worse choices
can easily be made where a boy chooses to
join a gang of armed robbers for fast money
as for a girl decides to join prostitution.

Peer pressure amongst young ones here
destroys what would have been a brighter
future. The fact that your friend is having
something, whether money or a good phone,
puts other people under pressure to match
their friends status, thereby avoiding school
and preferring ways where they would get
fast cash. The presence of a lot of beer

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

drinking joints doesn’t help, makes it worse
and difficult for a young person growing up
in Ndirande. Lack of job opportunities in
my opinion is one of the major reasons why
young people in Ndirande do choose to join
bad company.

In Malawi there is very little difference in
status between the educated and those

not educated. The fact that you have
qualifications doesn’t mean you will get a
job here. People are getting old with their
papers in hands. You can see it’s a difficult
situation where young people are growing
with no role models in their society, without
anyone to inspire them on the goodness of
school. When they see those who went to
school joining the gang to survive, the young
person concludes that school isn’t important:
you see the argument, though it makes little
sense. The Malawi government hasn’t tried
enough in creating job opportunities.

The rainy season will soon be here in Malawi.
We celebrate because we know that maize is
going to grow well (maize is our staple food).
It is also in times like these where we people
who reside in Ndirande get worried on the
impact of rains apart from making the maize
to grow.

When we have severe rains this can lead

to massive damage to our houses. The
population is just so high. Sheena can

bear witness to how tight our houses are.
Because of cash problems a lot of us here
can’t build a house with cement as it is
expensive, so houses are built with mere soil.
You can understand how worried we get
when the rain comes.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Knowing that young people are the ones
much affected by bad influences, the church
decided that we should be having regular
meetings to help one another in sharing the
word of God. It wasn’t easy and it is still not
easy for young people to sit down together
and discuss the word of God. Some will
mock or even laugh at you for being involved
with fellow youth members at church. As
people we are different, some backslide while
others will stick to their decision to follow
Jesus. But it is a challenge. A great change
has been observed since the introduction

of the group. A lot of youth are eager to
understand the word of God and to know
what God has for them.

We have several programmes that we do at
church; we plan for an outreach, we go into
other places to teach, preach and discuss
the word of God and we also help the church
in various ways like cleaning the church.

We usually plan to have retreats (youth camp)
in the month of December but most of the
times it is difficult to accomplish this goal.
The major block is that of finance, as the
youth group have to source funds on our
own if we want the program to happen. The
church gives little help as it always has other
projects to attend to.

Ndirande CCAP Youth Group would be
pleased to have contact with the young
people in your congregation.
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Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Trip to Cambodia with
Habitat for Humanity

At the end of June this year Peter Armstrong headed
off to Cambodia with his school Scouts and Habitat
for Humanity to help build two houses for one of
Habitat’s projects. He tells us his story...

After travelling for 29 hours from Belfast to
Phnom Phen we were glad to arrive at
our hotel.

We quickly learnt how to build a house from
laying bricks, digging foundations by hand
and even putting in a toilet while at the same
time interacting and having fun with the local
community. We were even lucky enough to
get some help from the local children.

As well as all this hard work we still had time
for some sight-seeing and got to try some
of the local delicacies which were deep fried
Tarantula and spicy red ants.

During our relaxation days we did a lot of
sight-seeing; we visited the famous prison
and killings fields of the ruler Pol Pot, the
royal palaces, a boat tour and then the best
part, a 37km bike ride around the Temples of
Ankor which ended in rain.

The highlight of the trip was the dedication
of our houses, when we saw the efforts of
all our hard work had paid off and we got to
hand the houses over to the home owners.
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Now we can know that our work has allowed
two new families to live in better conditions
and hopefully help give them a better life.

We loved helping these two lovely families
and we also learned a lot about ourselves,
whether it was building skills or how to get
on with people from another culture. It was a
measure of how well HFH Cambodia looked
after us that so many of the team loved the
experience and how few of them fell ill during
the trip, bearing in mind how difficult it was to
build in such hot, humid conditions.

I highly recommend a trip to Cambodia with
Habitat for Humanity as it really opens your
eyes to other countries and how just giving
up two weeks of our time can mean so much
to them.

Also thank you to everyone who supported
me throughout the trip, both through
donations or through prayer. | really
appreciate it all. Thank you!

Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship

The Habitat for Humanity team with our own Peter Armstrong.

Meeting Social Needs

ISSUE 16 13



Love God and Love Your Neighbour Love God and Love Your Neighbour

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Forthcoming

Mission Trip

As some of you may already know, Cherith
Collins is going away for a mission trip for
a year. This is going to be with a group

called Xplore run by Church Army.

Church Army is a big Christian organisation
based all around the UK and Ireland there
vision is

“To be a leading organisation in the
training, equipping and deploying of
Evangelists, to develop appropriate and
relevant forms of Christian community
for pioneering situations”.

Church Army exists to enable people to
come to living faith in Jesus Christ and offers
an opportunity for 18-25 year olds to get
experience of making disciples in places with
the lost, the last and the least people in the
UK, Ireland and Romania.

This Mission trip for a year will consist of
going to Romania for six weeks, working in
the slums, working with families, working
at a farm, working with the community,
experiencing their different cultures and
much more.
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Cherith Collins

Then in November | go to my home base
in Guildford, England. I will be working with
John Marrow who is a children’s worker
for Church Army in local primary and high
schools in the area. | will be doing a lot of
kids work, puppetry, drama, games, talks
etc. | will also be going back to Sheffield
sometimes to study and work closely there
with the community.

This mission year will be a massive step

for me. Although | have helped with Youth
Fellowship for the past year and feel more
involved with the youth, | have never done
anything this big for God. | hope to achieve
a lot of things this year, but some things |
may not realise | have achieved until | am
home and understand what God wants me
to accomplish. Personally | hope to achieve
strength and wisdom within my relationship
with God and all the people | will meet where
ever | will be.

| would also like to take this opportunity

to thank Cregagh for supporting me in all
my fundraising, for people who have kindly
donated money, who made posters and
tickets and ladies who made supper. | also
thank you for all the Prayers for this, as this
wouldn’t be completed without God.

| would also ask you to keep praying for my
mission trip; the run up for me to go, my
organisation in completing everything, my
family who | will have to leave behind and my
friends. Also | ask you to pray for my journey
- if it’s to Romania, Guildford or Sheffield and
also my journey with God and understanding
of everything that may happen.

| will remember Cregagh in my Prayers as
you have supported me in so much and
are like my next family and look forward
in coming home with a lot of stories to tell
everyone.

ChurchArmy

www.churcharmy.org.uk
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Feature

Vienna — City of Dreams

It was with some surprise that we in Cregagh learnt

of the departure from rural Ireland to the sophisticated
city of Vienna by our formed Assistant Minister,

Rev. Troy Morgan (now known as Pastor Troy Morgan!).

Troy joined us as Assistant Minister in the
summer of 2006 and remained with us until
October 2008 when he was called to be
Minister of Stonebridge, Clones, Newbliss
and Ballyhobridge in the

Monaghan Presbytery.

On Sunday 22nd July he was installed as
Pastor of the Vienna Community Church.
The prayers and good wishes of Cregagh
Congregation go with him as he adjusts

to his new ministry in a totally different
environment. But, knowing Troy, his
friendliness and flamboyant personality

will ensure that we will settle in a new
congregation, a new city and a new country.

The Vienna Community Church was
founded in 1957 to serve the needs of the
international English-speaking community,
which was growing with the establishment
of United Nations organisations in Vienna.
Because of the diversity of Christian
backgrounds within the international
community it serves, the VCC has a broad
and somewhat special mission in Vienna.
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While formally recognised by the Protestant
Churches in Austria, the congregation is
international and interdenominational in
composition and ecumenical in spirit, broadly
tolerant of conservative, traditional and liberal
theology. The VCC seeks to provide an
atmosphere in which all people, Christian and
non-Christian, Austrian and non-Austrian,
native English-speakers and those who
speak English as a second language, may be
renewed to meet the challenges of living in a
cosmopolitan community.

The congregation therefore comprises
members from many countries world-wide
and many different Christian denominations.
Membership includes students, permanent
residents from all walks of life (both Austrian
and expatriate), and permanent or temporary
residents employed by embassies,

United Nations agencies and international
businesses that use Austria as a base for
Eastern European operations. Christian
worship, education and fellowship are a vital
part of the ministry to people of all ages.

VGO

Viertng Community Chirch

For students, singles and families alike,
the VCC becomes a haven in the midst
of an often hectic and insecure way of life
and become a source of friendship and
neighbourliness.

As befits a church located in a city like
Vienna with such a strong musical heritage,
the worship music program at the VCC

is very dynamic. The church is blessed to
have a large number of trained soloists who
contribute their talents in the choir.

A Bible study group, led by the ‘Pastor’
meets on Sunday mornings in the
Chattanooga Café before the noon Sunday
Service. Other activities include a Christian
Education and Sunday School, Women’s
Fellowship Group and a Young Adults Group.

Please pray for Troy as he seeks to serve
God through word, witness and music in
Vienna -the City of Dreams!

We are sure that Troy would appreciate a
message or a card from the ‘auld sod’ or
even a call if you are ever in Vienna — his
contact details are:

Pastor Troy Morgan,
Vienna Community Church, .
Dorotheergasse 16,
1010, Wien, Austria.

Email: vecpastor@chello.at



Feature

This is
My Life!

In this Autumn edition of
Church News we are pleased
to feature Barbara Dyatt.

Where were you born and brought up?

| was born in Ballymena. My family were living in
Portglenone at the time and | lived there for 8 years
before moving to Belfast.

Tell us about your family.

Dad was brought up on a farm in north Antrim, Mum came from
Castlederg. They had five children — three girls and two2 boys, one of
whom died in infancy. There were plenty of house moves in the
marriage as Dad was in the police, though when he became a ‘Head’
and moved to the city, at least the house moves were more local. Dad
died in 1993 and Mum in 2009 — my two sisters, Helen and Anne, live
here in Northern Ireland and big brother Edward (and family)
emigrated to Canada a long time ago.

How long have you been connected with Cregagh?
Since | was eight years old.

Where were you educated?
Portglenone PS, Lisnasharragh PS and Methodist College, Belfast.
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Tell us about your career to date.

Nursing training came first — Children’s in the Ulster, General in the
RVH and Midwifery in Scotland. Various jobs as a staff nurse followed
and then as a night sister in the Royal.

While nursing | made the great discovery that God was interested in
me as an individual and that He had plans for my life. That started a
process of preparation for ministry overseas with two years in
England for Bible College and missionary training.

| left for Pakistan in 1977 for a first term of three and a half years
working as a midwife and learning Urdu. The next term saw me move
more into community development work — training village health
workers and traditional birth attendants, health education in schools
and villages, adult literacy, vaccinations and much more. In 1987, still
living in Multan, | moved into a full-time role in leadership and pastoral
care for mission workers.

Five years later | moved to the International Office of Interserve in
Cyprus and took on further leadership/pastoral roles for Interserve’s
work in Central Asia, Middle East and N Africa. Finally a year in
Lebanon, 2003, ended my time overseas as there was a need for me
to be back in Ireland where Mum was having health problems.

And so eventually back to nursing where | am presently working as a
staff nurse on an acute medical ward in Care of the Elderly at the
Ulster Hospital.

You are currently involved in the PCI Accredited Preachers
Scheme - can you tell us something about that?

| think that PCI launched this new course to help meet a need for
people who could ‘fill in” for a minister on holiday or off sick or
whatever — people who could be booked to take a service. Perhaps it
was also recognition that lay people have a variety of roles to play
within PCI. This is the first year of the course and there are sixty eight
people on it from all over the country.

The first six months were made up of monthly study days, course
work and practical assignment — in the second half, each participant
was assigned to a minister mentor for practical training. | was
assigned to Rev Tom Wilson and took three morning services in his
church of Kilmakee.
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Now there is one remaining service to be taken in Cregagh at the end
of September when there will be an independent assessor present.

| am not sure what will come from doing this course but it felt very
right to do it and | found the mentorship part of the programme
particularly helpful.

What are your main interests and hobbies?
Walking and the great outdoors.

Music — listening to it, and making it when there is opportunity. (And |
can’t answer the ‘favourite piece of music’ question as | like such a
variety of kinds of music and have too many favourites!).

Stamp-collecting, cross-stitch, puzzles, reading....

What is your favourite hymn?

My favourites get added to as the years go by — from the oldest ones
like St Patrick’s ‘Be Thou my Vision’ to currently enjoying the hymns
of Stuart Townsend/ Keith Getty, e.g. ‘In Christ Alone’, ‘My heart is
filled with thankfulness’ and the new version of the 23rd Psalm.

What is your favourite book?

The Bible — though maybe it doesn't fit the category as it’s not just a
book. For me, it's about meeting with my God and growing my
relationship with Jesus Christ himself — and that’s a pretty

amazing book.

What is your favourite place to visit?

The sea — whether sitting or walking beside it, travelling on it or
swimming in it (only in warmer climes!). Whitepark Bay is a favourite.

What are your favourite television programmes?

A variety of ‘come and go’ type ones like New Tricks, Unreported
World, Outnumbered, Lewis, drama documentaries.
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What is your indulgence?
| do love a ‘99 — two favourites together.

What item could you not live without?
A CD player or a toothbrush? ....big decision!!

What’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given?

Hard question. On numerous occasions | have been grateful for the
advice to always carry a change of clothes in your hand-luggage,
‘cos you never can be sure when your hold-luggage will turn up!

What are you most proud of?

| feel very privileged to have experienced so many different places and
people in my lifetime — to have lived and worked in a developing
country, to have seen different ways of life and standards of living, to
have entered a different culture, to have visited countries like Yemen
and Syria and Sudan which most people will only hear about on the
TV, to have been part of many different church denominations and
seen Christians live out their faith and worship in a wonderful variety
of ways.

To work within an interdenominational mission group where
colleagues were of differing nationality, culture, background,
professions — where accountability and support were strong, yet
everyone received the same monthly allowance whether they had just
joined or were about to retire, the head of the organisation or a first
term-er. It is not something to take pride in but rather to appreciate
the opportunity given.

And if there is a downside to that whole experience it would be the
challenge of fitting comfortably back into the Irish way of life, of work,
of church, etc. Some things | am glad to have left behind — other
areas | miss.
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Have you any regrets?

Regret is a strong word — the one thing | have used it for was the
rash decision | made in my early teens to give up piano lessons.
But there are many things that | have missed doing or being part
of — though not actually regretted: e.g. | love children and have
missed out on developing those lovely friendships with kids that
grow with the years.

| have not had my own children and although | had lovely
relationships with kids at various stages of my life overseas,
these have had to be left behind when | moved around.

My niece, nephew and great nieces are in far-off Canada and my
‘adopted nieces’ in far-off Pakistan. It's easier to maintain
relationships with adults at a distance than with children.

If there was something you could change about yourself,
what would it be?

| always did want curly hairll | would like to be more laid back —
to change the phrase “If a thing’s worth doing, it's worth doing
well” to “If a thing’s worth doing, just do what you can!”. It would
surely keep the stress levels down in today’s NHS!

Quick death or time to prepare?

Definitely quick — | have had all my life to prepare!
After all, the best is yet to be.
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| find it hard to believe that | am into my eighth year with you
in Cregagh and it is interesting to think of all the changes and
challenges that | have come across within my role. | know
we all look forward to seeing our new minister, Paul Dalzell
joining us and what God has in store for our Church family,

Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Meeting Social Needs

buildings and worship as we move forward.

Over the past few months much of my time
has been dedicated to the All Age Services
which continue once a month. | hope you
have all been enjoying them and are being
challenged and inspired by this slightly
different style of worship. | would really
welcome your feedback, so if you have any
suggestions or queries please do speak to
me anytime.

| have also been continuing to work with
closely with YF, both Junior and Senior and
although numbers are a little lower than they
had been in the past, we are enjoying getting
to know each other a bit better. Over the
summer we have enjoyed STAC together on
Tuesday afternoons and a weekend away to
Gosford at the end of Aug.

During the summer Cherith Collins, Karen
Collins, Laura Watson and Susan Forsythe
led a summer team at Ramelton Presbyterian
(Amanda Best’s Church). | was unable to go
but was so proud to have been able to send
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them by themselves and see how much

they have grown and matured to be able to
handle this responsibility so well. Amanda’s
feedback was full of praise. Well done girls!

Cherith Collins is heading away with Xplore
to do a year’s mission work both in Romania
and in England. We wish her well on her
travels and God’s Blessing for all that she
does. Please remember her in your prayers.

We enjoyed another great Holiday Bible Club
this summer and big thanks go to Karen
McCurry for all her hard work to make it as
special as it is.

During the Autumn and Winter | hope to be
working closely with the Youth Club and it’s
leaders. Youth Club is one of our main youth
groups reaching out to the community and
those who don’t normally attend Church and
is a great way to keep links with the kids who
come along to Holiday Club. The Watsons as
a family have given up so much of their time

over the past year to keep this group going
and | think as a Church we should say a big
thank you to them. | hope to come in as a
fresh pair of eyes to work with them, to help,
support and improve where possible what is
already in place. If you feel you could give
any time to Youth Club - doing craft, games,
making tea or simply praying for those who
do, | would really encourage you to speak to
me or come along to the Youth Club meeting
at the end of September.

Over the past year juggling my family
commitments with my Church work has been
challenging at times and | really appreciate
and would like to thank the large number of
you who help to make that easier for me,
through practical and prayerful support.

Louise Michael

Youth and Family Worker
07717452151
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Calling all
Tweenagers!

On 31st March this year, seven of
our Tweenagers (those in P6-Yr8) went
bowling at Dundonald Ice Bowl.

Look out for more
Tweenagers events
coming up soon.

Everyone had a good night, especially
Andrew Darragh and Louise Michael
who came joint first!!
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Auctions speak louder

than words

In order to help with fundraising, the Youth Fellowship
will be holding a ‘Bid and Buy Fundraising Auction’ on
Saturday 10th November. Auction proceeds will be split
across Youth Fellowship funds, our sponsor children
(whom we support through the work of Abaana) and the
Church Building Fund as Emma Platt explains.

At the auction you will have the opportunity
to bid for a wide range of items, including
celebrity signed merchandise, hampers, etc.
The YF will also be offering their time and
talents for auction - for instance, babysitting,
car washing and dog walking.

The YF would be very grateful for any
contributions the congregation would be
willing to make. Imaginative contributions
could range from a manicure or haircut, to a
restaurant voucher or shop discount.

If you would like to make a donation to the
Bid and Buy Fundraising Auction there will be
‘donation slips’ in the vestibule to fill in and
return to James McCormick or Emma Platt
by Sunday 21st October.

If you have any friends or relatives who could
help our cause please pass on a donation
slip. If an official letter is required to explain
the ‘Bid and Buy’ fundraising auction in more
detail, or you have any queries regarding the
event or donations, please contact James

or Emma.

Many thanks for your continued support.
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YF goes to Ramelton

A year ago when the Cregagh Handbell

Choir were on tour in our former assistant,

Rev Amanda Best’s church in Ramelton, she
suggested the idea of having a summer team
from Cregagh coming to Ramelton Presbyterian
to work with the youth there. Little did we know
at the time, that one year later this is exactly
what happened....as Laura Watson explains.

At the beginning of August, eight young
people from Cregagh made the long journey
up to Ramelton in Donegal to stay in the
church halls of Ramelton Presbyterian and
provide five days of fun and fellowship

with their youth. There were four leaders
including; Cherith Collins, Karen Collins,
Laura Watson and Susan Forsythe and four
from CPYF; Peter Armstrong, Anna Spiers,
Emma McClusky and Caroline Woods. We
were a little anxious at the beginning as we
were unsure on how many teenagers would
turn up and what they would think of us and
everything we had planned for them.

Our plan for the five days consisted of having
STAR (Summer Time At Ramelton) in the
afternoons. This was based on STAC which
happens in Cregagh during the summer, so
during this time we had fun social activities
and allowed us all to get to know each

other a lot better. These activities included
the youth from Ramelton giving us a guided
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tour around their neighbourhood (which

was cut short after everyone getting soaked
from a downpour!). Thursday afternoon was
spent completing a traditional CPYF camera
challenge. Everyone was split into three
groups and given a list of things to take a
photo of, the more creative the better! Things
included were something with a biblical link,
someone hugging an elderly person, posting
the smallest member of the team and many
more. Everyone really enjoyed this and it
was a great way to get to know everyone
even more. The competitiveness came out
when it came to judging everyone’s photos
that night! On Friday afternoon we all went
to Donegal Airsoft and took part in archery,
crazy golf and shooting. This was really fun
and something different for everyone to do.

We decided that the theme for the five days
was “Love God and Love your neighbour”
as this is Cregagh’s church motto. The
teenagers from Ramelton returned to us
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The Cregagh YF team at Ramelton Presbyterian Church.

in the evenings from 7.30-9.30pm (which
most nights ended up being until almost
10:30pml). We provided a café bar/drop

in for everyone to help themselves to tea,
coffee, juice, biscuits, games and chat. Each
night, we gave a talk based on the theme;
we talked about the Good Samaritan, who is
our neighbour, how we can show God'’s love
and ARKS (Acts of Random Kindness.) After
our talks, we spent the rest of the evening
playing group games with everyone and just
having a laugh altogether.

At the beginning of the week, Amanda had
warned us not to expect large numbers of
young people, but if we got between five

to ten that would be good. On our first day,
eleven young people turned up that afternoon
so we were all delighted at that. By the Friday,
there were twenty six of us all together!! We
felt so happy and blessed to have so many
young people coming along and it made all of
our planning seem so worthwhile.

During these five days, we turned one of the
rooms into a prayer room, to be used at any
time by anyone. We had various stations
around the room allowing people to pray
about different things. One station there was
a world map, so we were to write a prayer for
different countries around the world and stick
the post it over it. Another station was named
sin bin. Here everyone was encouraged to
write down their sins and pray to God for
forgiveness, then tear the paper up and
throw it in the bin. There was a smartie
station, and for every colour of smartie,

there was something different to pray for.
Also the craft corner allowed everyone to
express themselves through drawing/
writing/colouring.

We organised a family fun day for Saturday
and thankfully the weather could not have
been better! We were so amazed with the
number of people that turned up to support
us. We played lots of sports day games
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Group activities at Ramelton.

outside with the young ones including, relay
races, sack races and tug of war (until the
rope snapped!!) and then relaxed with a
lovely barbeque, kindly provided by members
of the church.

Amanda had asked us to take the whole
Sunday service, so after much organisation

we ended the week with our very own service
at Ramelton Presbyterian. The service was
based on our theme of “Love God and love
your neighbour,” so the young ones acted out a
modern day drama of the Good Samaritan and
it was great to have the youth from Cregagh
and Ramelton participating together. Cherith
ensured the smooth running of the service by
announcing each item from the pulpit. There
were also questions and answers to explain

to the congregation what we had been up to
during the week, readings, prayers and a talk/
sermon to explain the main messages that
were taught during the week which was carried
out by our very own Peter Armstrong.
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All of us really enjoyed our time in Ramelton
and we were very well looked after, especially
with the ladies bringing us delicious dinners
every night! Everyone at Ramelton seemed
to have an enjoyable week with us, so
hopefully the connections between CPYF
and Ramelton youth fellowship can remain
for the near future.

The team with (left) Rev Amanda Best, (from left), Karen
Collins, Laura Watson, Caroline Woods, Cherith Collins,
Emma McCluskey, Anna Spiers, Peter Armstrong
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Cregagh All-Stars

From left. Stephen Glover, Cathy McCormick, Louise Michael, Christina Johnson,
Kathryn Glover of the Cregagh relay team which finished the Belfast City marathon

Monday 7th May this year saw the 30th
running of the Belfast City Marathon and

five brave souls from Cregagh joined 20,000
others pounding the city streets on what was
a particularly damp day.

While there were no records broken, the

relay team completed the 26 mile course in a
respectable four hours and thirty minutes, and
raised £540 for the building fund.

Thank you to everyone who was able to
contribute.
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Youth Fellowship Trip

to Gosford

From 24th to 26th August, seventeen of us from the
Youth Fellowship headed to Gosford Forest Park,
camping for the weekend. Here’s what everyone

thought of it...

For me the best part of the weekend was
getting to know everyone that bit better,
especially those who were new to YF.
Louise Michael

My most enjoyable time was singing around
the campfire. All of it was good and | enjoyed
it, would do it again.

Anna Spiers

The thing | liked most was the walk around
Gosford Park and you had to get two objects
for your initials. For me BM which | got a
Berry and Mud.

Benjamin McCluskey

| really enjoyed all of the YF weekend, it was
all great fun especially the camp fire and the
treasure hunt.

Peter Armstrong

My favourite thing about Gosford was all the

activities and the chats.
Emma Davey
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| liked having the bonfire songs.
Aaron Mooney

My favourite part of the weekend was singing
songs around the camp fire.
Caroline Woods

My most enjoyable thing was the
treasure hunt.
Chris Spiers

The most enjoyable part of my weekend
away to Gosford was the treasure hunt.

It was great fun, and you had to use your
imagination to find all the objects on your list.

My team came joint first for the best objects.
We also had an unexpected mystery to solve,
when a picture set up to find of Louise was
stolen and it is still a mystery to us.

It was especially funny that it was a funny
wanted picture!

Emma McCluskey

Living our Faith Open and Welcoming

My favourite part of the YF weekend was
the BBQ.
C Simpson

| enjoyed the walks and spelling my initials
with bits from the forest.
C Simpson

I loved playing all the group games, including
elephant tag, inky pinky and empires, with
everybody getting involved and having a
laugh together! | also enjoyed getting to know
everyone a lot better.

Laura Watson

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Good Worship

Meeting Social Needs

| enjoyed playing elephant tag, it was different
but everyone had fun playing it, even if it was
muddy!

Mark McCluskey

Seeing a herd of elephants, finding out who
is Mark McCluskey and learning to be lovely
— just some of my highlights from Gosford.
James McCormick

There’s nothing quite like sheltering under

a gazebo during a heavy rainshower or the
most entertaining game of inky pinky known
to man.

Emma Platt

Some highlights from Gosford
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STAC
— Summer Time at Cregagh

Over the summer, many of the J
young people of the church from *
P7 upwards met every Tuesday \ F* )
to do something together. Louise '
Michael tells us more.

They met during the afternoon every week
from 2 o’clock to 4 o’clock and got up to a
range of different activities, including Pirate
Golfing at Dundonald, Ozone Laser Quest,
a photo challenge on the Cregagh Road
and watching a few movies at the cinema —
‘Brave’ and ‘Ice Age 4, as well as a couple
of days at the church playing games.

It was great getting to meet up with everyone
every week. One of the favourite weeks

was the photo challenge because it was
extremely funny, but we had lots of fun at all
the activities we got up to!

Just some of the fun times
from STAC 2012
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Guide
Summer Camp

Guides and Senior Guides enjoyed a weekend Camp in
June 2012 to Greenhill YMCA in Newcastle, Co. Down.
Rebecca Day tells us what they got up to...

It was touch and go weather-wise from the
start, with torrential rain on the journey down
to Newcastle, but in true Guiding style we

all persevered, the weather improved and it
turned out to be a great weekend after all.

We had a few first time campers who
enjoyed the weekend and learned to cope in
the great outdoors!

During the weekend the girls were involved in
camp duties, cooking and crafts. We all took
part in some of Greenhill’s on site activities; i s
this was the most adventurous section of our  Guides at their summer camp (from left), Danielle Wilson,
weekend as we all braved the climbing wall Emma McCluskey, Pippa Carson, Lauren Fincham and
and zip line. The Guides were all naturals at ~ Emma Davey.

it of course, but the leaders did pretty well
too! We also took time out to chill with a
walk into Newcastle and a well-earned ice
cream at Mauds!!

Our weekend was enjoyed by everyone, and
it’s always a great opportunity for fun and
fellowship. We are already looking forward to
the next one.

Guides at their summer camp (from left), Susan Forsythe,
Darragh Robinson, Gillian Simons (Leader), Anna Spiers
and Emma McCluskey

36 CHURCHNEWS

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Guides receiving awards
Belfast City Hall
May 2012

From left, Emma McCluskey, Lauren Fincham, Anna From left, Darragh Robinson, Claire Gillespie and
Spiers and Gillian Simons with their Baden Powell awards Susan Forsythe with their Chief Guide awards

From left, Rebecca Day, Emma McCluskey, Anna Spiers,
Lauren Fincham, Darragh Robinson, Susan Forsythe,
Emma Davey, Claire Gillespie and Gillian Simons at the
City Hall event
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The Evergreens

Barbara Dunlop accompanied the
Evergreens, Easy Exercise Class and
PW on an enjoyable day out in May.

There was time for a walk on Sketterick
Island before lunch in Daft Eddys. We
then went to the St. Patrick Centre in
Downpatrick. This centre had just got a
funding reprieve at the end of April. It is an
impressive building with an exhibition centre,
roof garden, shop and a cafe, staffed by
people with learning difficulties. It is well
worth a visit — even if the presentation on
Patrick left us wondering if he was fact or
fiction! An enjoyable day was had by all.

The Evergreens’ Programme for 2012/13 is:

19 September  Storytelling

17 October Training a puppy to be

a guide dog (with the puppy)
Belfast Blitz

Christmas Lunch

followed by a visit to
McQuiston Ladies Group

21 November
11 December

January (tbc) Belvoir Panto

20 February Local History

20 March Fun Day - Easter Craft
17 April The Galapagos Islands
15 May Day Out: Visit to

Exploris, Portaferry

Everyone is welcome at the Evergreens so please
feel free to drop in if a particular topic interests you.
If you would like to come and need transport, please
contact Anne Sheppard 90 794407.

The Evergreens had a really
enjoyable day out to the St Patrick’s
Centre in Downpatrick.
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Part Of The Community

There’s a lot goes on in Cregagh on a daily basis with
all it’s organisations and events, but if space and
time permit, we also welcome requests from outside
groups to use our halls for the benefits of all in the
local community. Karen McCurry tells us more...

Tuesdays are going to be particularly busy as
‘Slimming World’ is the latest group to join
with us.

The new Slimming World classes started

on 11th September and will take place

each Tuesday morning in the Allen Hall from
10.30am-12 noon. If you feel you need to
lose a few pounds then this could be the
place for you. Just come along to one of the
sessions (weekly fee £4.95) or contact the
class leader Esther for more details.

(Tel: 07804 095409)

If you don’t need to lose weight, but do have
a four-legged friend that could do with some
attention, then why not come along to one
of the Dog Training classes on a Tuesday
evening run by the organisation

‘Puppy School’.

There are classes on a Tuesday evening
from 7.00pm — 8.00pm (for puppies up to 6
months) or from 8.00pm — 9.00pm (for older
dogs over 6 months). For more details or to
register your dog in these classes contact
Robin (Tel: 07730 941989) or check out the
Puppy School website
www.dog-training-ni.co.uk

Don’t get the Tuesday morning or Tuesday
evening classes mixed up though, or your
dog could end up losing weight and you
could learn how to sit and roll over!
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Cregagh
Sports Academy 2012

The Olympics may be over, but the spirit of them lives on in Cregagh.
No sooner had the Olympic flame been extinguished in London, than
it was re-lit right here in Cregagh for our Sports Academy Holiday

Bible Club as Karen McCurry our Holiday Bible Club Organiser writes.

Great fun was had by all during the week with
plenty of sports related games and crafts.
Medals were presented to all that took part,
but as they were made of chocolate some of
them barely lasted until they got out the door!

Over 100 children looked at all the various
ways to be a good sport, to look after our
minds and our bodies, to include everyone

in our team and to play fair. We used the
example of David in the Old Testament,

from humble shepherd boy to mighty King,
to show all the different ways that God was
there to help him through at the difficult times
of his life.

A very big thank you to all the leaders and
helpers that volunteered to make this a
memorable week and to the parents and
members of the Congregation who financially
contributed to our costs. Unlike the Olympics,
let’s not wait another four years until we do it
all again!
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Some of the participants of this year's Sports Academy
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Titanic Murder Mystery

| think no matter where you were in the world this year, you
couldn’t escape the fact that 15th April 2012 was the 100th
Anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic. Here in Cregagh was no
different says Karen McCurry, the Producer for Cregagh Players!

But instead of reflecting with sadness, we
decided to celebrate the achievements of
this great ship, made right here on our own
doorstep, by hosting two special Titanic
themed Murder Mystery Evenings. Not
only was there fantastic food on offer, but
there was a murder on board that needed
to be solved as well. | won't give it away by
telling you who the murderer was, but rest
assured that because the Captain had to
radio back to land to tell them about the
crime that had been committed, he was able
to pick up an early warning about Icebergs
in the surrounding area and so prevented
any further disaster happening that night
(convenient eh?)!

There was plenty of comedy provided

by our very own Cregagh Players (some
looking unrecognisable in their costumes)
but we also had a more poignant end to
the evening with Emma McCluskey and
Anna Spiers performing a haunting ballet to
the hymn ‘Nearer My God to Thee’ as our
commemoration to those that died on that
fateful evening back in 1912.
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The Youth Fellowship kindly came on board
and acted as our waiters and waitresses for
the evening and a special thanks to Maureen
Mulligan for her brilliant floral table centres
depicting the ship in all her glory. The White
Star Line would have been proud!

A big thank you to all who helped make

the evening a night to remember and if you
missed out this time around, | can reveal that
Cregagh Players have been booked to return
with their Titanic spectacular at Brownlow
House later this year. All proceeds from both
events will go to our very own Building Fund
to help keep us afloat for many more years
to come.
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Church Records

Baptisms

Ryan lan George

Infant son of Mr & Mrs S Spence, 8 Lyndhurst View
Born: 18th October 2011
Baptised 25th March 2012

Jessica Catherine Anne

Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs N Carson, 7 Barnett Cottages, Lisbane
Born: 13th January 2012
Baptised 22nd April 2012

Alexandria Eleanor

Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs P G Kelly, 30 Stratheden Heights, Newtonwards
Born: 2nd September 2010
Baptised: 17th June 2012

Chloe Louise

Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs P G Kelly, 30 Stratheden Heights, Newtownards
Born: 28th December 2011
Baptised: 17th June 2012

Amelia Grace Gibson

Infant daughter of Mr & Mrs K Crymble, 44 Brookvale Rise, Lisburn
Born: 13th July 2011
Baptised: 8th July 2012
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Marriages

24th March 2012

30th June 2012

11th August 2012

18th August 2012

25th August 2012

12th September 2012

Deaths

10th March 2012
29th May 2012
5th June 2012
18th June 2012
26th August 2012

6th September 2012

Mr Daniel John Osborne, 30 Woodview Drive
to Rebecca Elizabeth Oliver, 30 Woodview Drive

Mr Paul William Greenaway, 208 Orby Drive
to Claire Jane Taylor, 9 The Beeches, Newtownbreda

Mr Ernest Michael Holland, 14 Rathmore Street
to Kim Campbell, 14 Rathmore Street

Mr William Girvan, 11 Lisleen Road South, Moneyreagh
to Violet Joanne Cooke, 16 Knock Link

Mr Robert Neil Higgins, 10 Baytree Square North, Stroud
to Allyson Anne Forbes, 10 Baytree Square North, Stroud

Mr Steven Kenneth Pollock, 16 Rockland Drive, Moneyreagh
to Julie Anne Faulkner, 16 Rockland Drive, Moneyreagh

Mrs Vivien Todd, Kingsland Care Home, Bangor
Mrs Violet Jane Allen, 3 Chesham Drive

Mr Samuel Gordon Atkinson, 21 Lancedean Road
Mr Robert James Montgomery, 32 Rochester Road
Mrs Iris Titterington, 165 Upper Newtownards Road

Mrs Doreen Sheppard, 29 Helgor Park Mews
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Autumn/Winter 2012
Dates for your diary

October

Thursday 4th

Saturday 6th
Sunday 7th
Sunday 14th

Friday 19th

Sunday 28th

November

Installation of the Rev. Paul T Dalzell by a Commission
of the East Belfast Presbytery at 7.30p.m. in the Church
followed by Reception

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.-12.30p.m.

Opening Services of the Ministry of the Rev. Paul T Dalzell
in Cregagh (Autumn Communion at Morning Service)

Harvest Thanksgiving and Gift Day Services at 11.00a.m.
and 7.00p.m.

Presbyterian Women Concert by Fortwilliam Musical Society
in the Allen Hall at 7.30p.m.

Cradle Roll Service at 11.00a.m.

December

Saturday 3rd
Saturday 10th
Sunday 11th
Friday 16th

Sunday 18th

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.-12.30p.m.
YF ‘Bid & Buy’ Fundraising Auction
Remembrance Day Service at 10.45a.m.

Blood Donation Sessions at 2.00p.m.— 4.00p.m.
and 5.00p.m.— 8.00 p.m.

Presbyterian Women'’s Service at 11.00a.m. (Rev. Amanda Best)

Saturday 1st
Sunday 9th

Sunday 16th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 23rd
Monday 24th
Tuesday 25th
Sunday 30th

Car Boot Sale at 9.00a.m.-12.30p.m.

Advent Carol Service at 11.00a.m.
(Cregagh and Malone P.C. Choirs)

Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service at 11.00a.m.

Youth Fellowship Christmas Service at 7.00p.m.

Handbell Choir Christmas Service at 11.00a.m.

Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 7.00p.m.
Christmas Eve in Cregagh at 11.30p.m.

Christmas Day Family Service at 9.00a.m.

Old Year Service at 11.00a.m.

(Some dates and events are subject to change and will be confirmed in future
issues of Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)
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p7

Invitation

All members of the congregation,
past and present, are invited to the

Service of Installation
for Rev. Paul Dalzell

Thursday 4th October
(.30 p.m.
and to the Reception afterwards

CREGAGH
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