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A Time to…

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under the heaven….a time to be born, and a time to die….a time 
to plant and a time to pluck up that which is planted…..a time to 
kill and a time to heal….a time to break down and a time to build 
up….a time to weep and a time to laugh…a time to mourn and 
a time to dance….a time to gather stones and a time to gather 
stones together….a time to get and a time to lose…a time to keep 
and a time to cast away…etc.”   

Wise and thought provoking words from Ecclesiastes 3.

Cregagh Presbyterian Church is in a time of ‘vacancy’ – a time when a congregation of 
people can feel lonely and isolated, a time when we miss people no longer with us, a time 
when we worry about change, a time when thoughts of the past can comfort us, a time when 
thoughts of the future can scare us, a time when hope for the future must be in our hearts.   
A ‘vacancy’ can be a period of mixed reactions, emotions and worries, but it also is a time 
of great challenge and excitement as we prepare for the next era in our church – Jeremiah 
encourages us by the words, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.

Following the retirement of Rev. Hastings McIntyre at the end of the summer, Cregagh 
enters its fourth period as a vacant congregation.  In the one hundred and eleven years of 
Cregagh’s life there have only been four ministries; Rev. Dr. David Stewart 1900-1943; Rev. 
Arthur Barbour 1944-1975; Rev. Dr. Albert Sleith 1976-2001; and Rev. Hastings McIntyre 
2001-2011.  These long ministries indicate in themselves the loyalty and co-operation 
between minister and people which were and still are evident within the walls of Cregagh.

Front Cover
Presentations on behalf of the congregation made to Rev. and Mrs. McIntyre by 
Mrs. Florrie Shaw, Connor Craig and Dennison Mahood.

Welcome
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And now, the time has come for us to look for the fifth minister to guide the congregation in 
its spiritual journey of work and witness over the next number of years.  Plans are already 
in place for the search for a suitable minister to lead the people of God in this church and 
community. The East Belfast Presbytery has appointed the Rev. Purvis Campbell (Minister of 
Belmont and Former Assistant in Cregagh) to be the Convener of the Vacancy; and the Rev. 
Dr. Jim Campbell (Minister Emeritus of Cooke Centenary and former member of Cregagh) will 
be assisting with pastoral visitation and occasional preaching.   We are delighted that these 
ministers will be guiding us over the next months particularly as they have close connections 
with the congregation.

It is the Rev. Purvis Campbell’s responsibility to oversee all aspects of congregational life 
during the vacancy and to ensure that all procedures are carried out according to the Code 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.  Kirk Session is compiling the necessary statistics, 
discussing questions to ask prospective applicants and considering the desired ministerial 
‘profile’.    A Commission to deal with the Cregagh Vacancy has been appointed by the 
East Belfast Presbytery – comprising Mr. Douglas Cowan (Clerk of East Belfast Presbytery), 
Rev. Albin Rankin (Minister of Stormont), Rev. Mervyn Gibson (Minister of Westbourne), 
Mr. Campbell Young (Elder in Belmont), and Mr. Matthew Robinson (Elder in Christchurch, 
Dundonald).

The Commission met with Kirk Session and were greatly impressed by the attitude and 
ideas of the elders, as well as the Statistics and Mission Plan submitted and the general 
atmosphere in Cregagh.  The Convener and Commission will report to the East Belfast 
Presbytery in December and the Convener, along with Cregagh’s three representatives, will 
be interviewed by the Union Commission in Church House in January.  

While it is the Kirk Session that is involved in various preparatory arrangements, any final 
recommendations will have to be approved by the voting members of the congregation. 
The Voting List is being updated and in accordance with the Code only those on it will be 
permitted to vote on any important decision or eventual Call of a Minister (Voters can only be 
Communicant members of the Church who are registered financial subscribers to the funds 
of Cregagh Congregation.) 

At this early stage in the vacancy members of the congregation of all ages can be thinking 
of what type of minister they consider would be best to serve over the next number of 
years.   Any suggested names of ministers may be given to the Convener or Session Clerk 
in confidence but under no circumstances should any approach be made to a minister by 
a member of the congregation.  The Convener is the only person who can do this.   If and 
when the Union Commission give the congregation permission to proceed the Convener will 
then make private contact with any ministers who have been suggested or with any ministers 
who may personally show interest.

If all goes well over the next few months we could be considering the Installation of the fifth 
minister of Cregagh in summer or early autumn 2012.  If any member of the congregation has 
queries or questions regarding the vacancy please feel free to ask the Convener or Session 
Clerk at any time.

We do hope you enjoy reading this edition of ‘Church News’ – we apologise that we were 
unable to produce a Harvest issue but as you will see that this Christmas issue is full of 
interesting items and news.  Do come along to the events and services planned to celebrate 
the Christmas Season as well as continuing to give your support to Sunday services and 
weekly activities.

A vacancy is a time when each and every member has a part to play in maintaining God’s 
work in this place – the church is not the building, it is not the minister, it is not the office-
bearers, it is YOU –

Let us all try to make the time of vacancy a time of love and co-operation between the family 
here in Cregagh.

A Very Happy Christmas to you and all whom you love and may 2012 be a good year for the 
Family of God in Cregagh. 

T Dennison Mahood

Clerk of Session
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At the AGM in 2008 the following 
recommendations were agreed by the 
congregation:
• To undertake a staged refurbishment of 

the main church building based on the 
indicative construction costs presented 
by Robinsons (December 2007) along 
with construction of extended/upgraded 
welcome facilities to the plan submitted on 
1 February 2008

• To relocate the organ and choir 
permanently to the front of the church in a 
dedicated seating area, with space created 
and services provided at the front for other 
activities such as the Praise Group

• To retain the James Woods Choral Gallery 
to provide overflow seating with improved 
access through new stairs.

• Work on the Allen Hall would follow as 
finances permit.

The Financial Strategy Group met early in 
2010 to discuss the priority items highlighted 
by R Robinson and Co, our architects - new 
floors; repairs to external brickwork; roof; 
internal works and repairs to the balcony; 
damp proofing and timber treatment at an 
estimated cost of £500,000. However, the 
PMS situation meant that we were unable to 
make progress with either refurbishment or 
‘welcome’ area extension.  

The Group asked for a meeting with Richard 
Hunter of Robinsons in February 2010 to get 

more detail on the problems with the building 
and at the AGM in February 2009 the Group 
put a proposal to the Congregation that we 
would review the options open to us when 
finance became available. 

Discussion then turned to the benefits of 
new build for the church building alone – 
leaving the Allen Hall and other halls intact.  
Demolition of the existing building and 
construction of a 350 seat capacity church 
building would cost in the region of £1.2 
million (VAT exempt because it would be 
new build). 

Robinsons then provided us with outline 
sketches of a new build church which 
were discussed within the Building Survey 
Group and the Financial Strategy Group.  
At the AGM in February 2010 we reported 
to the Congregation that we had met with 
Robinsons in the light of the changed 
economic climate and would have proposals 
to put to the congregation in due course. 
This remains the case. 

Now that we have at least some of our 
investments returned from the PMS, In 
the Congregational Committee is working 
to set up a representative group to again 
discuss and agree the way forward with 
the buildings.  You will be kept informed of 
developments through the news-sheet and 
this magazine.

Feature

A Congregation for the Future
Since the last edition of Church News went to print we have received 
£xxxx from the PMS.  David Gillespie now updates you on where we 
are with the building project.

We urgently need to increase the numbers 
willing to help with catering. The more 
people involved the less often the same 
individuals are called upon.
There are so many ways to help - preparing 
food, providing ingredients, making and 
baking and especially helping at the event. 

Don’t feel you have to be a ‘Nigella’ or a 
‘Jamie’. Help is also needed to set up for 
events, clear tables, wash dishes and many 
other behind the scenes tasks. Becoming 
involved is also a great way to get to know 
other members of the congregation and 
enjoy some fellowship.

Cregagh’s Catering Team 
						      needs you!
Apart from catering at events run by various organisations there are other 
times when help is required at fund raising events. We also offer catering 
following funerals if the family asks for this.  Beth McNair asks for your help.  

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs

So please, if you are willing to  
help in any way, contact 

Beth McNair (028) 9079 7431 or 
Anne Graham (028) 9044 8036.

‘Many hands 
make light work’
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Feature

Retirement of 
Rev. Hastings McIntyre

Rev. McIntyre’s Concluding Service of his 
active ministry was held on Sunday Morning, 
4th September when a full church of Cregagh 
folk, friends and members of the McIntyre 
family met to give thanks for ten years of 
ministry in Cregagh and for the preceding 
years of his ministerial life and work.

The items of praise were specially chosen 
by Rev. McIntyre and included: ‘Christ 
triumphant, ever reigning’; ‘Christ be beside 
me’; ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’; 
‘There’s a wideness in God’s mercy’; and 
‘When all Your mercies, O my God’.  The 
Choir sang two anthems, ‘Glorious is Thy 
Name’ and ‘Non Nobis Domine’ (both 
of which incidentally were sung at his 
ordination in 1989 and his installation in 
2001 in Cregagh).

The Scripture Readings were:  
Luke 18 vs. 9-14 and 1 Corinthians 13.

Rev. McIntyre in his sermon emphasised 
the need for humility in the Christian life and 
not to think too highly of ourselves.  Rev. 
McIntyre used as an example the story of the 
Pharisee and the Tax Collector, putting us in 
the role of a failed Pharisee who should take 
on a cheerful heart and accept God’s gifts 
of joy, life, love and encouragement and be 
honest with ourselves and with Him.

As usual, Rev. McIntyre concluded his 
sermon with the words ‘To God be the Glory, 
great things He has done’.  The congregation 
left church knowing in their hearts that God 
used Hastings McIntyre to do great things  
in Cregagh over the years and were 
optimistic that He would continue to allow 
great things to continue to be done in 
Cregagh to His glory.

A good number of worshippers remained 
behind in the Allen Hall for a cup of tea and 
the opportunity to chat with the McIntyre 
family and enjoy good company on this day 
of difficult emotions for us all.

Farewell Service

Photograph to left
Church Office-bearers pictured with Rev. and Mrs. McIntyre. Louise Michael (Youth/Family Worker), John 
Dallas (Organist/Choirmaster), Rev. Hastings McIntyre, Mrs. Rosamund McIntyre, Dixie Mackenzie (Church 
Treasurer), Jin McCurry (Congregational Secretary) and Dennison Mahood (Session Clerk)

Two major events were held in Cregagh to mark the retirement of our 
minister, the Rev. J. Hastings McIntyre.  Installed as Minister in Cregagh on 
19th September 2001, Rev. McIntyre retired from the Active Ministry on 31st 
August 2011.  Dennison Mahood, Clerk of Session, gives us an account.
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Rev. & Mrs. McIntyre were honoured at 
a special farewell evening on Friday 9th 
September in the Allen Hall to which the 
Congregation, McIntyre family and friends, 
former Assistant Ministers and local clergy 
were invited.  It was sad that our Minister 
Emeritus, Rev. Dr. Albert Sleith could not be 
present owing to ill health and an apology 
from him was read.

The Session Clerk, Dennison Mahood 
welcomed everyone to the evening and after 
all joined in the singing of Hymn 125 ‘Lord for 

the years Your love has kept and guided’, the 
Rev. Troy Morgan led the gathering in prayer.

Tributes to the Rev. and Mrs. McIntyre were 
led by Christopher Mee (Kirk Session), Jim 
McCurry (Congregational Committee), John 
Dallas (Church Choir), Rosemary Thompson 
(Senior Organisations), Emma Platt (Junior 
Organisations) and Rev. Amanda Best 
(Former Assistants).

Gifts on behalf of the congregation were 
presented to Rev. McIntyre by Mrs. Florrie 
Shaw and to Mrs. McIntyre by Connor Craig.  
Rev. McIntyre received a cheque for 

Farewell Evening

£4,600 and a sculpture entitled ‘Ascension’ 
by American artist, John Reistetter.  Mrs. 
McIntyre was given a Pandora necklace with 
two silver/cubic zirconia charms and a floral 
arrangement.

Both Rev. McIntyre and Mrs. Rosamund 
McIntyre responded by thanking the 
congregation, not only for the gifts, but for all 
the love and support they had received over 
the past ten years – they wished Cregagh 
every blessing for all its future life and work.

Following supper, which was served in the 
Barbour and Stewart Halls, entertainment 

was provided by the Church Choir, Dennison 
Mahood, Beth McNair, Anna Spiers, Emma 
McCluskey, Karen McCurry and Nigel Platt 
and puppets, Bert and Lucy.   The finale was 
performed by a dubious group of ‘fake nuns’ 
called the Little Sisters of the Inquisitive with 
their Mother Superior presenting a musical 
rendition of ‘Sister Act’.

The Farewell Evening was brought to a close 
with Rev. McIntyre leading everyone in the 
Benediction.

Rev. and Mrs. McIntyre said ‘farewell’ at the 
door as everyone left the Allen Hall.

Rev. and Mrs. McIntyre with congregation and guests attending in the Allen Hall.
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The Rev. Dr. Albert Sleith has reached a special milestone in his ministerial 
life.  On 5th July he celebrated the 50th Anniversary of his Ordination to the 
Ministry in the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.  Clerk of Session, Dennison 
Mahood tells us about Dr Sleith’s ministry.

Feature

Golden Anniversary for Minister Emeritus,

Dr. Sleith was licensed by the Presbytery of 
Belfast on 31st May 1960 and was ordained 
by the same Presbytery on 5th July 1961 to 
serve as Assistant Minister to the Rev. Arthur 
Barbour here in the congregation of Cregagh. 
Dr. Sleith served as Assistant in Cregagh 
until 1963 and during this time he studied 
at Princeton Theological College, USA.  He 
then received the call to be Minister of West 
Mackay, Queensland and St. Andrews, 
Melbourne in Australia. 

In 1966, Dr. Sleith and his family came home 
from Australia and after a short assistantship 
in Fortwilliam Park Presbyterian Church, 
became a Chaplain in the Royal Navy for the 
next three years, serving in Lossiemouth, 
Gosport, Lymstone and Portsmouth.  Dr. 
Sleith was awarded the coveted Green Beret 
during a spell with the Royal Marines.

In 1971 became Minister of Westbourne 
Presbyterian Church on the Newtownards 
Road in Belfast where he remained until 
being called to Cregagh in May 1976. While in 
Cregagh, Dr. Sleith was enrolled in a part-time 
Doctorate with the McCormick Theological 
College, Chicago, studying there for three 
weeks each summer for fifteen years.  In 1997 
Cregagh was very proud that their Minster 
had achieved a doctorate, having done his 
degree in Hermeneutics and Preaching.

Dr. Sleith remained as Minister of Cregagh 
for 25 years before retiring from the active 
ministry in January 2001.

It had been the plan for Dr. Sleith and 
the congregation to celebrate his 50th 
Anniversary with a special service and 
function but unfortunately due to his ill health 
this was not possible.  However, to mark 
the occasion a tribute DVD was produced 
which featured the Church and Junior Choirs 
singing anthems, some congregational hymn 
singing and short personal tributes from Rev. 
Hastings McIntyre, John Dallas, Rosemary 
Carlisle, Maureen Mulligan, Desmond Merrett 
and Dennison Mahood.

On the actual day of the anniversary, Rev. 
McIntyre, John Dallas and Dennison Mahood 
visited Dr. Sleith and presented him with the 
DVD, a large anniversary card signed my 
members of the congregation and flowers for 
Mrs. Sleith.

Dr. Sleith and his family very much 
appreciated this gesture and the good wishes 
from their many friends in Cregagh.

Golden congratulations are due not only 
on the occasion of Dr. Sleith’s ordination 
anniversary but to both Dr. & Mrs. Sleith 
as this year they also celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary!

The thoughts and prayers of Cregagh 
Presbyterian Church are with Dr. Sleith and 
his family at this time.

Rev.Dr.Albert Sleith,  
M.A.,B.Ed.,H.Dip.Ed.,D.Min.

Rev. Dr. Albert Sleith at his ordination in 1961.

Rev Dr Albert and Mrs Sleith
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“Dear Friends,

Receive greeting from the Warm Heart of Africa - Malawi.  It’s close to two 
months now since I left Northern Ireland.  However I still have some flashes of 
Northern Ireland quite often. I have had dreams of myself walking through the 
Botanic Avenue only to wake up and realise that am in Malawi.  It just shows 
how well treated and looked after I was in Northern Ireland.  Apparently I have 
had more reverse cultural shock than the cultural shock I had when I arrived in 
Northern Ireland. 

I was officially welcomed back in my local church two weeks after I arrived 
and I shared my experiences in Northern Ireland. The congregation over here 
was impressed by the so many stories I shared with them about Cregagh 
Presbyterian Church.  Soon I will be sharing with the congregation in detail my 
stay in Northern Ireland with much emphasis on my attachment at Cregagh.

The local church ever continues to grow and a new branch was opened a few 
weeks ago.  Our new minister has four branches that he looks after. So we see 
him once in a month (that is if he preaches in the English service). 

Currently, am back to work and there hasn’t been much change at the 
hospital where am working.  However, there is an acute shortage of essential 
drugs (antibiotics) in most hospitals across the country.  The problem is 
more serious in Government hospitals.  The major donors for the country 
like United Kingdom and other EU countries have decided to withhold aid 
due to governance issues. Unfortunately the poor people are the mostly 
affected.  Consequently mission hospitals like Mulanje Mission Hospital have 
experienced an influx of patients over the past months.

Personally, I have fully integrated into the way of life here.  I am now used to 
Malawian way of doing things - everything here is slow.  I am now even used 
to the two hour plus church service.  We live as if we have all the time in the 
world.  By the way, a recent report published a year ago found that Malawians 
are the slowest in walking globally. 

The church here will always remember you in prayers.  

						      God bless.

						      John Munthali”

Greetings from Malawi
A letter from John Munthali…

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs

John at work in Malawi.
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Ndirande greetings from 
Kenneth and Christine Nsona
We recently sent greetings to Ndirande CCAP church telling them we 
remembered them in our Prayer Focus.  Here is the response.

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs

“Brothers and Sisters of Ndirande CCAP are 
sending their heartfelt greetings to Brothers 
and Sisters of Cregagh Presbyterian Church.

When I read the Greetings in Church, the 
response was deafening. The message was 
timely especially considering that all the 
three services were lead by Sunday School 
Children, who preached on Deuteronomy 
6:4-9, Mathew 18:1-5 and John 13:5-17.  
Responsive Psalms came from Psalms 
78:1-10. The message was so powerful that 

after the sermon all Christians were moved, 
touched and they gave the preachers 
standing ovations. 

I wish I had a video camera I would record 
the service and would have shared it 
with Brothers and Sisters of Cregagh 
Presbyterian Church.”

Kenneth is Clerk of Session at Ndirande 
CCAP church, Malawi.

Can anyone imagine sending a child 
to school without a pen or a pencil to 
write down the lesson or to make notes?  
Unfortunately in Malawi that is very common.  
Even if you have a pencil there is every 
likelihood that you won’t have any paper on 
which to make your notes.  Schools do not 
supply stationery for the pupils and teachers 
are expected to purchase teaching materials 
from their own meagre income.  Text books 
are a luxury.

In recent months Cregagh has been able 
to send several boxes of supplies to 
support different schools in the south of 
Malawi.  We have personal contact with Vice 
Principal Eunice Jere who has recently been 
transferred to work at Henry Henderson 
Institute in the centre of Blantyre.  Eunice is 
also Deputy Clerk of Session at Ndirande 
CCAP church, to which we donated some 
funds to build a toilet block.

Eunice’s school has 1,565 pupils; 687 boys 
and 878 girls.  They have 16 teachers!  

They urgently need stationery 
and text books and are 
seeking a computer to 
help them maintain school 
records.  If you have an old 
PC and would like to donate 
it, it would be most welcome.  

The box for gifts of pens and 
paper will always be available 
and if you have contacts 
with primary schools, please 
ask them to donate any text 
books/reading/library books 
they no longer need.

Little things 
			   make a difference
We are blessed to live in a country where education is well funded.  Sheena 
Stewart tells us about the very different situation in Malawi…

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs

Eunice is the smiling lady we see in the background of this photograph.
Kenneth and Christine Nsona in Malawi
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Cregagh Car Boot Sales
Two years on and they’re still going strong!  Karen McCurry is a stall holder 
and organiser for our car boot sales.  She tells us about recent publicity and 
how the sales are going from strength to strength.

Bobby Irvine collecting table fees at a recent car boot sale in Cregagh.

In these financially constricted 
times, a car boot sale is a great 
way to clear out the clutter and 
make some cash.  ‘NL Woman’ 
editor, Helen McGurk  from The 
Newsletter, did just that by setting 
up a table at our October Car Boot 
Sale.  She went on to write an 
excellent three page feature on our 
Car Boot Sales.  

So in her own words, here’s how 
she got on:

“Myself and my intrepid colleague 
had a busy day last Saturday 
hawking our wares at a local car 
boot sale.  Sadly we didn’t make 
enough money to ditch our day jobs 
and flee to a tax haven, but it was 
really good fun and the people we 
met there were wonderful.

We had decided to sell out 
unashamed clutter at a car boot 
sale in Cregagh Presbyterian 
Church on Belfast’s Cregagh Road.  
The sale, held on the first Saturday 
of every month, attracts a good 
number of sellers and a surprising 
number of bargain hunters, who 
flood in through the doors as soon  
as they open.  

We were told the dealers get there early to cherry-pick the best of the booty. Thankfully, this 
car boot sale is held indoors (although sellers can, if they wish, set up shop outside).  They 
can also set up their tables the night before.

A steady flow of bargain hunters came to pick over our tangled necklaces, dog-eared 
books, oil and vinegar sets and photo frames.  We felt like big girls playing shop for the day.  

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs

 Karen McCurry at a recent car boot sale in Cregagh.
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However, as any proper shop girl knows, 
you need plenty of change (we ran out half 
way through) and carrier bags for buyers to 
transport their purchases.

The car boot sale may seem like a quintes-
sentially British concept, but it is in fact, an 
immigrant.  The story goes that Father Harry 
Clarke, a Catholic priest from Stockport first 
introduced the car boot sale to the UK after 
seeing a similar event being held in Canada 
while on holiday there in the early 1970’s.

The popularity of television programmes 
such as ‘Boot Sale Challenge’ have 
documented our national love affair with the 
car boot sale and in this age of recycling 
and economic austerity, they are a great 
way of making a bit of extra cash.

Our car boot sale experience was great fun.  
There was a lot of good-natured haggling 
and banter with other stallholders, but to 
be honest, we were probably walkovers as 
saleswomen.  We didn’t leave with a boot 
full of cash, but we did leave with less of our 
own junk.  OK, so we acquired some new 
clutter, but that only means we’ll have more 
to sell next time.”

(published in The Newsletter – 10th October 2011)

Fancy a go now for yourself?
Then why not take a table (only £5.00) at one of our forthcoming car boot sales, 

or just pop along and have a look at what’s on offer as admission is free.   
See ‘Dates for Your Diary’ in this magazine for dates and times of car boot 

sales over the next few months. While you’re there stop off for a relaxing cuppa,  
a tasty tray bake or even a hotdog!

Jim McCurry cooking up something special on the 
hotdog stall at a Cregagh car boot sale.

Our next sale 
 is our special

Christmas  
Car Boot

Sale
on Saturday 3rd December

(public admission from 9.00am – 12.30pm)

If you d like to book a table phone 
Kathryn Glover on 07810 276546

’
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Patience Bradley who lists among her wide 
experience – Colour Co-ordinator, Life 
Style, Wheelyglam Consultancy Service and 
Elegance and Glamour Courses – kindly 
supplied the following article about her line 
dancing group.

“Six years ago when I was Chair of one of 
the Age Concern NI Groups it was decided 
to have a line dancing class at the Salvation 
Army, East Belfast and Castlereagh area.  As 
they couldn’t get a qualified teacher I said I 
would take it on for twelve weeks while they 
found someone.

When I started the class few of the ladies 
knew each other, however, over those twelve 
weeks they all became friends and so rather 
than leave I stayed on full time.   We have 
gone from strength to strength with many 
new members joining.  We go on outings, 
meals out and holidays.

When we were told that the Salvation Army 
building needed an overhaul this summer 
and would not be available from June – 
September we were all very upset. 

Cregagh’s offer of the use of a hall was so 
very kind and helpful and enabled us to 
continue on Wednesday afternoons for as 
long as necessary.  All the ladies in the group 
would like to thank the congregation for their 
hospitality and help.

New members are always welcome 
to join us in the Salvation Army on 
Wednesdays from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m.; tea 
is provided, as well as good exercise by 
line dancing.  If you would like to join us 
please come along or telephone me on 
07966 416553.” 

Line Dancers in Cregagh!
During the summer months when our local 
Salvation Army citadel was having some building 
work carried out, we in Cregagh were asked if we 
could supply a hall on Wednesday afternoons to 
facilitate a group of ‘senior’ line dancers who met 
under the leadership of Patience Bradley.  We 
were happy to accommodate this group of ladies 
(and one gentleman) so that their activities could 
continue over the summer. Our Clerk of Session, 
Dennison Mahood (the gentleman in question) 
tells us more… 
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The line dancing group with Patience Bradley.

Patience Bradley.

Line dancers in Cregagh.
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Barbara Dunlop takes a look at 
what the Evergreens have planned 
for the coming season. Any mem-
ber of the congregation who con-
siders themselves young at heart 
is welcome to join the group.

The Evergreens have resumed their 
winter session and now meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 2.30 pm.  
We had an enjoyable afternoon at Castle 
Espie in September when Hastings and 
Rosamund McIntyre joined us for  
afternoon tea.

The Evergreens enjoy their day at Castle Espie.

The Evergreens
PW Fashion Show  
Robyn McCullough writes about the PW Fashion Show which, after a lot 
of planning by Margaret Elliott and Margaret Thompson and last year’s PW 
committee, took place on Friday 23rd September 2011. 
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The doors opened at 7.20 p.m. and the 
people flocked in – another row of chairs had 
to be placed to facilitate the large numbers 
attending, old friends of Cregagh and some 
new folk as well.  

Linda from ‘Silhouette’ on the Belmont Road 
acted as compère very ably.  She had eight 
models, some young and some a little older 
who showed us a large selection of this 
winter’s fashion.  Some a little way out for 
those of us over fifty!!

The PW provided a sumptuous supper and 
we continued with the second part of the 
show.  A good night was had by all – the 
music may have been a little loud for some 
older ears but all in all, it could be deemed 
a great success for our mission funds and 
Linda’s boutique, which was busier than 
usual the following week.

The night finished with a prayer that had 
been given to me by my sister in  
Virginia USA:

“Life is short.  And we do not have much 
time to gladden the hearts of those who 
travel the way with us.  So – be swift to 
love, and make haste to be kind” 

and may the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and 
remain with you always.  

(Henri Amiel wrote the part in quotations).
The programme for the coming session  
is as follows: 

16th November	 Belfast Blitz

Late December 	 Joining with PW 

		  for a Christmas 		
		  Celebration and 
		  Peter Corry’s 
		  Music Box at Mossley Mill 	
		  later in the month

18th January	 Great Wall of China

15th February	 Fun with Anne (Dyatt)

21st March	 The Amish Community

18th April	 Planting Pots for Summer

16th May	 Day Out (venue TBA)
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On Saturday 25th June the members of 
the Handbell Choir were very excited at the 
prospect of travelling to Donegal to play 
bells! Only one of our ringers, Maureen 
Mulligan, missed the trip as she was in 
Boston U.S.A. at the World Flower Show. 

After a much needed coffee stop we 
eventually arrived at Ramelton, where we 
were warmly welcomed by Rev. Amanda 
Best and her husband Davy. We set up in the 
church and enjoyed our rehearsal, listening 
to the bells resonating in such a beautiful 
building. 

Leaving Ramelton we were hungry from 
our journey and practice bell ringing so we 
stopped to eat our picnic lunch en route to 
Carol and Leslie Ferguson’s house in Malin. 
When we arrived in Malin we discovered we 
were going to be staying in the most perfect 
place. Carol was a great hostess providing 
the facilities for an evening barbeque, bed 
and breakfast and all with spectacular views 
of Trawbreega Bay. We were very fortunate 
with the weather, the craic was good and the 
chat continued well into the wee hours!

On Sunday 26th we had an early start to 
get to church on time. Before we left we 
were able to present Rosamund McIntyre 
with a gift from her friends in the group. 
On a personal note I would like to thank 
Rosamund for her loyalty and dedication to 
the bells and she will be missed (she is now 
an honorary member and we might need her 
expertise from time to time!). 

The Handbell Choir played to an appreciative 
audience consisting of the congregations of 
Ramelton and Kilmacrennan Presbyterian 
churches. During the service their young folk 
had a chance to ring some bells. After the 
service we were provided with a magnificent 
buffet salad and delicious homemade 
desserts. This filled us up ready for our 
long journey back to Belfast in time for our 
summer communion service in Cregagh.

The set of handbells in Cregagh was a gift 
from Agnes Hughes from North Carolina 
that had been used as part of a Cross 
Community Programme allowing children 
from inner city Belfast to visit America, 
learn to play bells and then return home to 
continue making music together. 

Cregagh Handbell Choir was formed in 2007 
and have played for selected services and at 
other venues. 

You will have the opportunity to hear them 
play at Central Station on Tuesday 13th 
December to welcome passengers arriving 
for the ‘Steam and Carols’ steam train which 
departs at 18.40, and also at our 11am 
service in Cregagh on 18th December. 

‘Belles’ on Tour
Cregagh’s Handbell Choir has been on tour again.   
Elaine Molyneaux describes how they got on in their latest adventure…

The Handbell Choir make a presentation  
to Mrs Rosamund McIntyre.
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The Handbell Choir at Ramelton Presbyterian Church.
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Feature

This is My Life!
In this Autumn/Winter edition of ‘Church News’ we are pleased 
to feature one of our Senior Elders, Dr. Christopher H.B. Mee. 
  
Christopher was installed as an elder in Cregagh in 1970 along with Tom 
Cochrane (deceased), Peter Davey, Leslie Fereguson, Stanley Gibson 
(retired), Robinson Hartin (deceased), Dennison Mahood, Bob Montgomery  
(Elder Emeritus), Tommy McCluskey, Bob McCrea (deceased),  
and Tommy Taylor (deceased). 

Where were you born and brought up? 
I was born in Cheltenham in 1934. At that time, my father was teaching at Cheltenham 
Grammar School. In 1938 we moved to Glasgow. I went to school there until 1952. So I 
suppose you would say that I was mainly brought up in Glasgow, although I don’t have the 
accent to prove it! 

We know you have both been connected with Cregagh for a long time; can you tell us 
something of your family backgrounds?   
The only thing I remember about church in Cheltenham was being taken to the Mothers and 
Toddlers Group, where I very much disliked the beverage we toddlers were given. It was 
lukewarm watered-down milk, which I called ‘Church Milk’. This passed down into the family 
vocabulary.

And this is where I have to confess to not being a true Presbyterian at all. In Glasgow we 
went to Elgin Place Congregational Church, a city-centre church in a fine building modelled 
on the Parthenon at Athens. There are still several very famous Greek revival churches in 
Glasgow. Unfortunately Elgin Place has not survived - it fell out of use as a church and then 
became a night club. After some years there was a disastrous fire, and on our last visit to 
Glasgow Shirley and I were saddened to find that the church in which we were married was 
just a hole in the ground.

Then followed a two-year pretence at being in the Church of England. When I went from 
school to the Army to do my National Service, I was presented with identity discs already 
stamped “22710385 Sigmn Mee C H B, CoE”. The only straightforward alternative was RC, 
and I guessed that it would be quite difficult to have the discs changed to Free Church.

After the Army I went to Cambridge and on Sundays worshipped at Emmanuel 
Congregational Church, a few hundred yards along the road from King’s College Chapel but 
hardly comparable in its architecture.

My first post after obtaining my BA in 1957 was at the University College of North 
Staffordshire, now Keele University. Before we were married I went to the inter-
denominational services in the College Chapel, which was a Nissen hut (another change 
in architecture for Sundays!). Shirley and I were married in Glasgow in 1958, and while I 
was at Keele we went to King Street Congregational Church in Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
Here we found ourselves running the Youth Group; we also sang in the Choir. In 1960 we 
moved to Southampton, where we went to St Andrew’s United Presbyterian-Congregational 
Church, an imposing Victorian Gothic building on the edge of the park in which you will find 
Southampton’s Titanic Memorial. Here, again, it was the Youth Group and the Choir. Around 
1966 I was elected to the Session of St Andrew’s. In 1968, when we came to Belfast, it didn’t 
take any time at all to decide that we should join Cregagh.

Christopher and Shirley Mee
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Originally from England, why and when did you move to Northern Ireland? 
In 1960 a very attractive post came up in the Physics Department at Queen’s. I applied, and 
ever since have thought myself very lucky to have been offered the job. It was in some senses 
a chance to meet old friends. The then Vice-Chancellor at Queen’s, Arthur Vick, had been my 
Head of Department for my first two years at Keele, and the person who had already been 
Head of Department at Queen’s for a year, Professor Dan Bradley, had in fact applied for the 
same job as me at Southampton. I thought that a University like Queen’s, that offered such 
rapid chances of advancement, must be worth coming to!

Where were you educated? 
All my school education, from 1939 to 1952, was at Glasgow Academy. After two years in 
the Army I went to Trinity College, Cambridge. I would certainly include my period in the 
army (I trained at Catterick and Aldershot and was posted to Graz, in Austria) as part of my 
education, and I think that Trinity was very wise in insisting that all undergraduates should 
complete their National Service before coming up.

You are now retired but can you tell us something about your -working life? 
As you will have gathered, I have spent all my working life in the Physics Departments of 
various Universities. My research work has been on Surface Physics - looking at the way in 
which the the atoms on solid surfaces are arranged, and the effects of this arrangement on 
the electronic properties of surfaces. 

I was appointed at Queen’s to set up and run a Master’s course in Opto-Electronics, or in 
easier language Laser Physics and its applications. Lasers had only been discovered for a few 
years and their application to IT came about after our course had been running for a time, so 
we had to change the title to ‘MSc in Optoelectronics and Optical Information Technology’. 
It was very exciting to try to present such cutting-edge work to bright young graduates, 
particularly as the course developed and we built up links with many universities in Europe. 
We placed a large number of Queen’s students in institutions in France, Italy, Spain and 
Belgium for project work, and in return accepted students from these countries.

I have also had a long-standing interest in A-level examinations in Physics. At present I 
am particularly involved in examinations for overseas students, through the Cambridge 
Examinations Syndicate. I’ve been lucky enough to make a lot of visits to West and East 
Africa, and to Malaysia and Singapore, in connection with this work.  

You are married to Shirley.  When and where did you meet? 
We met in the early 1950s, through the Youth Club at Elgin Place in Glasgow. We were 
married in 1958, also in Elgin Place. I’m so glad that she is not a scientist.  She had a year 
at Glasgow School of Art, and then trained as an actress at the RSAMD in Glasgow. This 

has given us the chance to share and appreciate each other’s interests. It has been very 
rewarding to see the way the same breadth has come out in our children. I would never have 
tried to exert any pressure on our boys to study Physics.

You have family, can you tell us about them? 
Richard was born in 1965, in Southampton. He lives in Cambridge, and works in the University 
Computer Service, with the grand title of Director of Institutional Strategy. This covers the 
almost impossible task of persuading all the autonomous Colleges and Departments of the 
University to adopt compatible and economic IT systems. Richard and his wife Judith are 
both Cambridge Classics graduates, but Richard then went on to take an MSc in Computer 
Science and PhD in Chemistry from Queen’s. Rather luckily, I have to go to Cambridge quite 
often for examination meetings. 

Edward was born in 1969, in Belfast. He went to Queen’s and read Social Anthropology. He 
and his wife Sharon live in Newtownbreda. They have our two grandchildren - Lewis (aged 
four next February) and Isla (one next February). Thank goodness Edward and Sharon are the 
ones to have the children, rather being more remote in Cambridge!              

What are your main interests and hobbies? 
I am really interested in opera, and Shirley and I used to travel quite a lot in Europe to pick up 
particular performances and go to different opera houses. Also classical music in general - 
we go to a lot of the Ulster Orchestra concerts. I have a rather squirrel-like mentality, and like 
to collect things. This has led our sons to complain of the clutter in our house. Buying items 
at auction, both in the auction room and on-line, is very exciting.

What is your favourite piece of music? 
Can I be greedy and give a whole opera - Mozart’s Magic Flute? I particularly remember 
seeing a production in the old court theatre at Drottningsholm, near Stockholm. We went to 
and came back from the island on an old steamer on a beautiful summer night; it really was 
magical.  

Where is your favourite place to visit? 
The Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, just to check that they still have our favourite pictures on 
view; also the Mauritshuis in The Hague, for the same reason. And the National Gallery in 
Dublin to see the Vaughan Bequest of Turner watercolours every January, the only month in 
which these wonderful pictures can be seen.

Do you have a favourite sport? 
From the armchair only, but, living opposite the ground, I suppose I have to say rugby. We 
certainly support Ulster and Ireland. In football, we support Liverpool, because Shirley’s 
father, Willie Steel, was a professional footballer who played at Anfield in the 1930s.  
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When was the last time you cried and why? 
Tears of relief when we realised that Edward, our younger son, was going to survive a 
particularly unpleasant heart attack, last November. I would like to thank everyone in Cregagh 
for the very real support they have given us.

What’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given? 
Don’t jump to a conclusion. As an experimental scientist, I would always try to devise a 
hypothesis, make up an experiment to prove or disprove the hypothesis, do the experiment, 
and then come to my conclusion.

Have you any phobias? 
‘Church milk’; stalky cabbage.. 

What are you most proud of? 
Our family. Not only Richard and Edward and our grandchildren, but also all the generations 
that came before. In particular, my background of English Non-Conformity. My ancestors 
(the Mees and the Barnards, on my mother’s side) have this Independent tradition dating 
from a long way back. The Mees were for generations in the 17th and 18th centuries cottage 
industry stocking-weavers in a village north of Nottingham. We think that we are descended 
from French Huguenot weavers who fled from France after the Massacre of St Bartholomew, 
and that the name Mee may be a corruption of the French Matthieu. 

My knowledge of the Barnards goes back a long way, too. Although they were mainly 
shopkeepers or small tenant farmers in or near Thaxted, a north Essex village, a direct 
ancestor in my mother’s line was one of the second batch of Pilgrim Fathers. He was elected 
to the Governing Council of the infant State of Massachusetts. Now there are Barnards from 
Thaxted all over the USA. And Australia and New Zealand, too ... can you see why I am proud 
to call myself a Non-Conformist? I have not mentioned Shirley’s family, either, but that would 
mean going on for twice as long. I am so glad that there is such a legacy of genes that may 
be passed on to our grandchildren and their descendants.

Thank you, Christopher, for answering our questions.  Thankyou so much for all the service 
you have rendered to Cregagh and still do as an esteemed member of Kirk Session.

Cregagh Online

To keep up-to-date with life at Cregagh online you can find us at several places...
Our website: www.cregaghpresbyterian.com 

Or like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cregaghpresby

Follow us on twitter: @cregaghpresby

On Facebook you’ll also find the 20/30’s and YF too! 

www.facebook.com/cregaghyf

www.facebook.com/2030s
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Youth and Family Work 
Our Youth and Family Worker, Louise Michael, returned to Youth and Family 
work at Cregagh in September. 
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I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who did such a great job covering 
things for me while I was away. I have 
returned to groups running smoothly and 
numbers well maintained. 

In fact Youth Club in particular is a group 
which is thriving. We as a Church are 
always keen to be reaching out into the 
community and welcoming our neighbours 
into Church. Youth Club is currently doing 
this with the children. There are around 
thirty there each week and the majority have 
no other connection to Cregagh. This can 
(as you would imagine) be a challenging 
group at times, so I would encourage you to 
help Louise and Lynsey Watson in anyway 
you can, whether it be through prayer, a 
supportive word or practically helping out at 
the group from time to time.

As far as my own work is concerned, I 
have been focusing on All Age Services 
and how we can encourage more people 
to come along to them. These services are 
not intended to be just for children (as they 
will still go out to KidZone and crèche) but 
aimed at all ages as the name suggests 
and particularly those who we don’t see 
very often. The services are a slightly more 
informal style of worship which we hope lots 
of people can enjoy and appreciate.   

If you haven’t made it along to a service yet 
you would be very welcome; the next service 
is on 27th November at 11am in the Church. 

A word from the 
	 Youth Support Committee

The Youth Support Committee oversees the work being 
carried out by Louise. In preparation for her return to 
work following maternity leave, she, with Hastings, 
looked at how her role as Youth and Family worker is 
evolving.  Louise has achieved much with our youth and 
is now looking towards encouraging young adults, with 
or without children, into the life of our church. With Kirk 
Session approval she will be organising an all-age service 
once a month, similar to the service held on 23rd October. 
These services will be less formal than our usual worship.  
 
We are a diverse congregation and there is room 
to accommodate a less formal approach within our 
traditional setting.   
 
We wish Louise well and ask God’s blessing on her work.

Gordon and Barbara Dunlop
Maureen Mulligan

Youth Support Committee

For more information on this, or anything to do with  
our Youth and Family work, please contact me either by 
email louise@cregaghpresbyterian.org or phone 07590 214810 / 07717 452151.
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Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs



38 CHURCHNEWS ISSUE 14   39

KIDZONE
KidZone takes place during the 
Sunday Service each week and all 
children aged 3 – 12 years old will 
be most welcome. Karen McCurry, 
KidZone Co-ordinator explains…

KidZone is split into three age groups, 
MiniZone, MegaZone and O-Zone and each 
week a different topic is covered through 
singing, bible stories, craft work, games and 
many other interesting things.

There were forty children at the party which 
represents how established this new club 
has become in the last year.   Last year we 
had almost fifty names registered, with an 
average of thirty two each week and every 
child who comes very much enjoys their 
Friday night spent at church. 

Getting to spend time with their friends (and 
make new ones), playing games, crafts and 
outings are just a few reasons why they 
return.  We usually run three smaller groups 
which rotate throughout the night; normally 
we have big games in the Stewart or Allen 
hall, table-top games/crafts in the Barbour 

hall and then baking/bingo/DVD elsewhere 
of possible, ending the night altogether with 
juice and crisps.

A very BIG thank you goes to all the 
leaders who come to help and plan the 
club, whether it is every Friday or once a 
month.  It could not run without your help.  
But, as the number of kids grow, so does our 
leader quota so we still need more leaders to 
lend a hand this year.

Anyone in P2-P6 is more than welcome 
to come along and join the fun...Friday 
nights 6.30p.m.  See you there!

Junior Youth Club
Junior Youth Club resumed in September and continues to grow strongly in 
numbers and in energy!  The club finished for the summer with a mini-disco 
party where we all enjoyed party games, dancing, food and no disco is 
complete without a glowstick...or 40!!

If you require further details on any of the above, do not hesitate to contact
Karen on (028) 9070 5644 or E-mail:  j.k.mccurry@tinyonline.co.uk.

We have some special events to look 
forward to:

Sunday 11th December at 11.00am 
Christmas Tree Gift Service led by KidZone

Saturday 17th December  
from 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
The KidZone Christmas Party

Sunday 29th January at 11.00am 
‘Stand by Me’ All-Age Service 

‘Stand by Me’ is the charity formerly known 
as ‘Kids Alive’ that KidZone have been 
supporting for many years.  Please help 
us by collecting any spare coppers and 
donating them to KidZone to pass on to this 
worthy cause.

This happy bunch of people are the children and leaders of KidZone  
showing off their Harvest Craftwork back in October.

Enjoying games at the Junior Youth Club.
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MISSION:RESCUE  
Karen McCurry (Codename: Enigma) describes how, for one week in 
August, the ‘Men In Black’ infiltrated Cregagh as they joined with over 
100 other secret agents from the ‘Mission:Rescue’ Holiday Bible Club.   
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They were working on one of the most 
top secret missions from the Exodus Files 
known as Operation MIB, working out just 
how Moses was going to get those Israelites 
out of Egypt.

Under the watchful eyes of Special Agent: 
Enigma, and ably  assisted by her two 
apprentice spies Snoopy and Sneak they 
worked their way through cracking the 
codes, uncovering the clues until finally it 
was Mission Accomplished!

Along the way there were lots of games, a 
special Secret Agent drama, dressing up in 

dark glasses and even making some ‘Spies 
Pies’ where the ingredients included all the 
plagues of Egypt mixed in with a bit of jam 
and cream.

Some good messy fun was had by all and 
thankfully none of our agents were captured, 
so hopefully they’ll all be back in one piece 
for next year.

Enigma would like to thank all her spies 
and secret agents for making it such an 
enjoyable week and hopes that after any 
necessary debriefing, they will still accept 
any future missions she gives them.

A spy’s convention?  No – 
Cregagh’s Mission:Rescue 

Holiday Bible Club!

The drama unfolds at 
Mission:Rescue.

Agents Emma McCluskey,  
Josh Michael and Anna Spiers.
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S.T.A.C.  
(Summer Time At Cregagh)
Over the summer, I took part in S.T.A.C. in the Church. 
Charlotte Beattie tells us about what they got up to…
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We did lots of fun things, including making 
cookies and holding a photo challenge 
competition.   
On a few days we went somewhere else, 
like to the O-zone to play LaserQuest and 
we went swimming in Lisburn. 

Most of the time though we stayed in the 
church and played games like ‘Hunt’, 
‘Mafia’ and ‘Inky, Pinky, Ponky, Wonky’ in 
the halls. 

S.T.A.C. was on every Tuesday during the 
holidays for anyone in P7 upwards.

 A selection of photos from the 
STAC ‘Photo Challenge’.
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International Camp 
					     – Ooh, la, la!!  
Senior Section headed to Lorne for a fun-filled week with some French 
students.  Susan Forsythe tells us more… 
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What a fantastic opportunity we had to meet 
some French Scouts!  We arrived at Lorne on 
the Friday evening and we put up our tents.  
Then the activities started with a bungee 
trampoline. Everyone enjoyed this – Sebastièn 
was able to do some backflips but we just 
enjoyed bouncing.  After we had finished, 
the French Scouts taught us some team 
building games.  We also got the chance to 
try and sing a song in French.  Then we were 
each paired up with a French Scout to do an 
obstacle course and an advertising activity.  
We had supper and headed back to our tents 
for a good night’s sleep.

On Saturday morning we got up at 7a.m. as 
we had a busy day of fun ahead of us.  The 
French Scouts made breakfast and we made 
up our packed lunches before we headed 
off on the first part of a walk from Lorne to 
Crawfordsburn.  When we arrived at the 
Scout Centre in Crawfordsburn we were put 
into pairs to do orienteering.  Afterwards we 
had some lunch, time to relax and the chance 
to learn some French words. After lunch we 
went canoeing at Crawfordsburn beach.  
There were three or four of us in each canoe 
and the instructor explained how each person 
was to move their paddle.  In the canoes we 
played games, where we were all given the 
name of a popular drink (e.g. Sprite, Coke) 
and we had to move out of one canoe and 

into another.  After more games we packed 
up the paddles and lifejackets and walked 
back to Lorne.

That evening in Lorne it was the turn of Senior 
Section to lead the games and singing.  We 
taught them how to play ‘inky, pinky, ponky, 
wonky’ and ‘Sheriff’.  To finish the evening 
off we toasted marshmallows and put them 
in between chocolate digestive biscuits – 
yummy!

On Sunday morning Susan, Roxy and Claire 
made French toast for breakfast and then we 
all went to church.  After lunch we had some 
free time and the French Scouts used this 
time to do some washing while Dara, Danielle, 
Emma and Vicki prepared dinner. We then did 
the ‘Crate Challenge’ which some enjoyed 
but others did not because of the height. We 
then tucked into our chicken casserole.

The next few days of the camp were action 
packed. Monday was volunteering and 
mug painting. Tuesday was a river walk.  
Wednesday was a trip to Carrickfergus 
Castle.  Thursday was a day trip to Bangor.  
On the Thursday evening we had a campfire 
where we played some games and sang.  A 
highlight of the night was taking the French 
Scouts to the 24hour Tesco store as they 
don’t have opening hours like that in France!

“I enjoyed how we all got a chance to learn 
from each other, seeing how different Guiding 
and Scouting can be in other countries 
while still remaining the same organisation 
everywhere.” Roxy

“I enjoyed seeing everybody coming together 
and working well, despite the language 
barrier.” Vicki 

“I enjoyed getting the train to Carrickfergus 
Castle and leaning about the history and 
getting to try out some of the weapons.”  
Emma

“I really enjoyed the French Scouts teaching us 
some pioneering skills such as making a table 
and hammock out of wood and string.” Susan

“I enjoyed the canoeing activity.  We played 
tag with balloons while in the canoes – the 
winner was the canoe that still had their 
balloon at the end of the game.” Claire

“I enjoyed meeting the French Scouts and 
them teaching us some simple French 
phrases.” Danielle

“I enjoyed going to Bangor for the day and the 
delicious meal out.” Dara

Interested in joining Senior Section?  They meet on the first and third Monday evenings 
in the months from September to May at 6.30pm.

Who enjoyed what…

Senior Section pays a late night visit to Tesco with some French Scouts.
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In the summer we decided to have a small 
get together at Seapark. We had a BBQ of 
yummy sausages and of course the good 
old Smores. We all enjoyed our nice warm tin 
fire beside the cold sea in the wind. Most of 
us were sensible enough to bring our rugs, 
hoodies and slipper socks which also helped 
to keep us cosy. It was a great night.

On 10th September we went Paintballing – 
Stephen Glover tells us more…

Never ones to pass on a bargain, a bunch 
of the ever money-conscious 20’s and 30’s 
purchased cheap tickets on the internet and 
travelled half-way across the country to walk 
through some wet woodlands and inflict pain 
on each other… and it was great craic!

Seventeen intrepid souls met up early 
one Saturday morning back in September 
at the church before hitting the road for 
Newtownstewart in the wilds of Co Tyrone. 
A round of Ulster fries during a brief pit stop 
in Omagh set the gang up for the day before 
we travelled the next short stint to Action 
Extreme NI for an afternoon of paintballing.

Suited up with overalls, masks and paintball 
guns and then split into red and blue teams, 
we got to spend the next 3-4 hours stalking 
each around various woodland scenarios, 

but with the main aim being to shoot anyone 
who was on the opposing team! While the 
food colouring in the paint balls was just 
temporary evidence of who had been ‘shot’, 
it has to be said that some of the bruises 
lasted a little bit longer, with some people 
having just a few more than the rest of us  
(…apologies again Phil!).

After travelling back home and getting 
cleaned up, the group rounded off the day 
with a barbeque (cooked under torchlight) 
at Stephen and Louise Michaels’ house and 
very tasty it was too. Thanks again to them 
and everyone who was able to get along to 
the day.

The 20’s and 30’s group is, as the name 
would suggest, made up of people 
connected to Cregagh in this age group. 
Everyone is welcome and at Christmas time 
we won’t be heading out for a Christmas 
dinner as we normally do, but instead we 
are having a get together at the Michael’s 
household on 29th December. If you would 
like to come along please give £5 to Cherith 
Collins or speak to Louise Michael and all 
you have to do is come along and enjoy a 
great night. 

The 20s and 30s Group
Cherith Collins tells us what the 20’s and 30’s Group has been up to…

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith     Open and Welcoming     Good Worship     Meeting Social Needs



Baptisms
	
Clark Jonathon
Infant son of Mr. & Mrs. C. Watson, 15 Sheskin Way
Born 5th October 2010   Baptised 10th April 2011

Oliver Michael
Infant son of Ms. N. L. Kennedy & Mr. R. A. Hayes
Born: 20th February 2010.   Baptised 14th August 2011

Joseph Obinna
Infant son of Mr. & Mrs. T. P. Murray, 6 Church Hill Park, Ballygowan
Born 5th May 2011  Baptised 14th August 2011

Rebecca Heather
Infant daughter of Mr. & Mrs. M. B. Cromie, 24 Copeland Square, Donaghadee
Born 24th May 2011  Baptised 28th August 2011

Marriages

9th April 2011	 Mr. Fredrick William Brian Baines, 6 Edenkennedy Way, Markethill
		  to Jill Sara Turner, 31 Stirling Gardens.

12th May 2011	 Mr. Jonathan Peter Allen, 23 Kilbroney Bend
		  to Amanda Isabell Doris Hughes, 23 Kilbroney Bend.

2nd June 2011	 Gordon Samuel McIlmoyle, 14 Ardkeen Crescent
		  to Linda Elizabeth Seeds, 14 Ardkeen Crescent.

2nd July 2011	 Jonathan Matthew Shaw, 71 Church Road, Moneyreagh
		  to Victoria Elizabeth Saunders, 8 Lead Hill View.

Church Records

18th July 2011	    Ian Edward Miller, 97 Tower Street
		     to Natalie Arlena Braiden, 97 Tower Street.

20th August 2011   Brendan Arthur Coulter, 5 Strand Close
		     to Michele Louise Todd, 4 Trassey Close.

27th August 2011   Gary Philip Allen, 47 Ravenhill Lane, Newtownards
		     to Claire Andrea McMurray, 47 Ravenhill Lane, Newtownards.

Deaths

28th May 2011		  Mrs. Ethel Young, 38 Loopland Crescent

18th June 2011		  Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell, 26 Ardenlee Gardens

30th July 2011		  Mrs. Joan Blanchflower, 7 Casaeldona Park

16th August 2011	 Mrs. Norah Reilly, 133 Comber Road, Dundonald

18th August 2011	 Mr.John Blanchflower, 7 Casaeldona Park

9th September 2011	 Mr. Thomas Stewart, 16 Loopland Fold.

5th October 2011	 Mr. Fred Day, 48 Carnamena Avenue.
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Autumn/Winter 
Dates for your diary

2011

November

Saturday 5th	 - Car Boot Sale from 9.00 a.m.
Friday 11th	 - Blood Transfusion Unit from 2.00 p.m.
Saturday 12th	 - Model Railway Exhibition from 10.00 a.m.
Sunday 13th	 - Remembrance Day Service at 10.45 a.m.
Sunday 20th	 - Presbyterian Women Service at 11.00 a.m.

December

Saturday 3rd	 -  Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.
Sunday 4th	 -  Advent Carol Service at 11.00 a.m.
Sunday 11th	 -  Children’s Christmas Tree Gift Service at 11.00 a.m.
Sunday 11th	 -  Youth Fellowship Christmas Service
Sunday 18th	 -  Handbell Choir Christmas Service at 11.00 a.m.
Sunday 18th	 -  Candlelight Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 7.00 pm
Saturday 24th	 -  Christmas Eve in Cregagh at 11.30 p.m.
Sunday 25th 	 -  Christmas Day Family Service at 9.00 a.m.

2012

January

Sunday 1st 	 -  New Year Communion at 11.00 a.m.
Saturday 7th	 -  Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.

February

Saturday 4th	 -  Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.
Thursday 16th	 -  Annual Meeting and Congregational Reunion at 7.30 p.m.
Sunday 19th	 -  Guides/Scouts Thinking Day Service at 11.00 a.m.
      

March

Saturday 3rd	 -  Car Boot Sale at 9.00 a.m.
Sunday 18th	 -  Mothering Sunday Service at 11.00 a.m.

April

Sunday 1st	 -  Palm Sunday Communion at 11.00 a.m.
Sunday 1st	 -  Youth Fellowship Palm Sunday Service at 7.00 p.m.
Thursday 5th	 -  Maundy Thursday Communion at 7.30 p.m.
Friday 6th	 -  Good Friday Meditation at 7.30 p.m.
Sunday 8th	 -  Easter Day Service at 11.00 a.m.

(Please note that some dates and events are subject to change and will be  
confirmed in future issues of Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)



Cregagh Presbyterian Church Choir
in association with the

Railway Preservation Society of Ireland (RPSI)

Steam 
& Carols

Tuesday 13th December 2011
To a suitable destination – Flat Fare £25.00

Leave Central 18.40hrs and return approx 22.40 hrs
Carols, etc., at Central from approx 17.50hrs and at two other locations

Proceeds in aid of ‘BUILDING FUND’
Tickets & information: 
Tel (028) 9267 7039 or 07989 970191or 
Progressive Building Society (Bangor Branch only)  
Tel (028) 9127 0348 
E-mail Dthompson10@aol.com

New for 2011 
Handbell Choir 
(at Central only)

Present


