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We would welcome your comments, photographs and stories for future editions.
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Welcome

Dear Friends,

Are you doing the E100 Challenge? Maybe you don’t
know anything about it. | assure it has nothing to do
with eBay or food additives or even e-learning or
entertainment.

Over a hundred of us in Cregagh started the E100
Challenge at the beginning of February. The challenge
is to read five Bible passages per week over five
months which will add up to 50 passages from the Old
Testament and 50 from the New Testament. It has been
an opportunity to recall details long forgotten and to
discover some new ones and has been a great topic

of conversation (and the five per week gives you the
chance to ‘catch up’ when you have missed one or two!)

The idea is to get an overview of the whole Bible by reading these 100 essential passages
during this year which marks the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James
(Authorised) Version of the Bible which has had such an influence on our society and culture
over those centuries.

By the time you read this we will have been through most of the Old Testament passages and
just about to tackle the prophets who spoke to the people on God’s behalf. Sometimes their
message was one of warning and sometimes one of hope as in the repeated promise of the
coming Messiah. As Easter approaches we see that the suffering of Jesus was promised over
800 years before he was born.

The death and resurrection of Jesus were historical events yet these events remain at the
centre of our faith because they are not isolated events done and dusted in the past. These
events are personal to each one of us even in 2011. Jesus’ death on the cross and his return
to life was for us all and means that Easter can be a joyful celebration of the life God wants
each of us to live.
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The chocolate eggs and the days off are great but they are just the decorations to help us to
celebrate the fact that God’s love is for us all, and he showed it in the death and resurrection
of His Son.

Haven't you heard that Jesus is risen?

Haven't you heard that Jesus goes on?

Haven't you heard that Jesus is with us?
Laughter is living and grieving is gone!

Wishing you all a very happy Easter and hoping you will join us as we celebrate God’s love
in Jesus,

Your friend and minister

Hastings Mclntyre
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Feature

Cregagh Presbyterian...
a Congregation for the Future!

The Strategy Group takes a look forward...

Most organisations like to have a strap line that people can latch on to - Coca Cola has ‘Have
a Coke and a Smile’. It instantly suggests something pleasant for the person who drinks it.
These strap lines are often dreamt up by advertising agencies but in Cregagh we have the
Strategy Group to do that! David Gillespie explains recent developments.

Here in Cregagh the Strategy Group and the renewed Strategy Action Groups have been
doing their own ‘dreaming’ to try to devise our Mission under the Vision statement ‘Love God
and Love Your Neighbour’. That Vision is for Cregagh Presbyterian Church by the grace of
God, to be an inclusive, welcoming community of Christ’s people of all ages which

* is increasingly characterised by love for God
« and love and concern for others;

* is committed to the Christian Gospel;

* is relevant to people of this time and place.

I'm sure you’ll have heard the Vision Statement before but behind it are some very
fundamental aspects to our Mission here in Cregagh. Our Mission can be broken down into
six parts:

-—

. Worship To achieve vital and meaningful worship of God.

N

. Discipleship To grow together in knowledge of God.

w

. Fellowship To provide a supportive and caring ministry to one another.
4. Evangelism To reach out actively and seek to bring others into the community of faith.
5. Ministry To proclaim God’s love, by word and action, here and throughout the world.

6. Resources To develop and deploy our property and other resources in line with mission
and objectives.

The Strategy Group are now looking at what Cregagh Presbyterian Church will be like in

five years time without even considering the buildings! We'll keep you posted on further
developments in future issues of Church News.
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Featfure

Breaking News: Your Church
Needs You!

Would you like to become more involved in Church life and make new
friends in the process? Richard and Elaine Molyneaux explain how
you can take part...

Would you like to become more involved in Church life and make new friends in the process?
Richard and Elaine Molyneaux explain how you can take part...

Running a congregation the size of Cregagh is a challenging yet rewarding experience, but all
too often it is the same small group of people who are called upon to organise events and get
things done.

Activity around the congregation both spiritually and socially has increased significantly in
recent years as we strive to ‘love God and love our neighbour,” and more and more events are
being organised to meet the needs of our members. Some of our stalwarts are also getting that
little bit older and we really do need your help to support the day to day work of the Church.

Event management can cover many activities from the provision of funeral teas to something
like the ‘Test the congregation’ quiz or a ‘Burns Night Hooley’. Organising events like these
requires many hands and feet to do things such as washing dishes, putting out tables and
chairs, and setting up equipment, and everyone, both young and not so young, can make a
valuable contribution.

It is anticipated that teams of 10 would be established and would be activated on a rota basis.
Please think about how you could use your talents to serve Christ in Cregagh and more

information will be available in the next edition of ‘Cregagh News’. Don’t worry, no-one will be
asked to do anything they feel uncomfortable about.
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Featfure

Burns Night - A Tartan Treat in
Cregagh!

Karen McCurry reports on the congregation’s first celebration of Burns Night.

“Fair fo your honest, sonsie face,
Great chieftain o’ the pudding-race!
Aboon them a’ ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe or thairm:

Weel are ye wordy o’ a Grace

As lang’s my arm.”

Some of the immortal words of Scotland’s favourite son and bard, Robert Burns who was
remembered at a Burns Night celebration in the Allen Hall on Friday 29th January. The well
attended event was organised by the Social Needs Group, not as a money-making evening,
but as an opportunity for the family of Cregagh members to come together for some fun and
fellowship.

‘Rabbie’ Burns was born on 25th January 1759 and during the thirty-seven short years of his
life wrote so many poems and lyrics mostly of Scotland, lassies and love — all of which he was
very passionate about!!!

Cregagh’s evening of celebration followed the traditional format of Burns Nights which are
held across the world — these occasions have become even more popular than St. Andrew’s
(Scotland’s patron saint) celebratory dinners.

Several members of the audience entered into the spirit of the evening by wearing tartan, as
indeed did those who provided the entertainment — our guest Scottish Dancing Group, our
piper Adrian Veighy, our own Emma McCluskey and Anna Spiers.

Those also resplendent in kilts included Dennison Mahood, who wouldn’t confirm if he was
wearing a kilt in the proper Scottish manner (although he did say “there is an awful draught!”).
Maybe that's why Jim McCurry wore tartan trews!! Karen McCurry’s legs were seen for the
first time in years as she donned a Black Watch tartan kilt.
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Adrian Veighy pipes in the haggis at Dennison Mahood carries the haggis in
Cregagh’s Burn’s Night celebration. the traditional Burn’ Night procession.

The main part of the evening got off to a start when the haggis, adorned with the usual neeps
and tatties, was piped in with great ceremony, the Selkirk Grace said by the head of the clan
Mclntyre, addressed with words nobody knew the meaning of, toasted with imitation Scotch
Whiskey (hic hic!) and then served to the guests.

Between periods of Scottish dancing, wonderful entertainment was provided by special guests
Billy Connelly, Elvis Presley, Moira Anderson, Andy Stewart and the Proclaimers — some of
whom looked remarkably like Nigel Platt, Andrew Whaley and Gillian Harper (no, Nigel didn’t
impersonate Moira Anderson!)

The traditional toast to the lassies was proposed by non other than Rab C. Nesbitt, although
the string vest gave it away that it was really Jim McCurry wearing his usual form of
underwear! Karen ‘legs’ McCurry responded on behalf of the lassies and the evening was
brought to a close with everyone joining in Auld Lang Syne.

Sure, it was a braw, bricht, moonlicht, nicht!!
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Feature

In Appreciation!

David Gillespie receives the gift of a framed print from Rev Mclintyre.

At the Annual Meeting and Congregational Reunion held on Thursday 17th February a
presentation was made to David Gillespie on his resignation as Congregational Secretary.

Rev. Mclintyre, on behalf of the congregation, presented David with a framed print of
Trassey Bridge in the Mournes, originally painted by local artist Robert Young, and a
gardening gift voucher.

David was appointed Congregational Secretary in 2000 and served the post with great
dedication and efficiency for ten years. Rev. Mclntyre, in thanking David for all his
outstanding service, emphasized the fact that David’s term of office had been a particularly
busy one considering all the problems and considerations with the proposed building and
refurbishment plans.

David thanked Rev. Mcintyre and the congregation for the gifts and for their support he had
received over the past ten years.
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Feature

Room for Questions

Rosemary Thompson remembers an old song which included the words,
“There are more questions than answers”.

Who goes? Why meet on alternate Wednesday mormings in the Youth Centre? What's it all
about?

It is not a holy huddle, rather a group of people of all ages who want to raise matters, either
about something the Bible and/or life that perplexes them.

Once a question is asked, it soon becomes apparent that most, if not all, in the room, have
similar thoughts on their minds. The atmosphere is relaxed, there is a lot of humour and
honesty, and the hour flies past.

We have queried many things, including the amount of violence in the Old Testament,
Abraham being prepared to sacrifice his son and how accounts of stories in the Gospels, differ.

Our Minister, Hastings, sheds light on what we raise, helping and encouraging us all.

Afew years ago, | wouldn’t have believed that | would find such a gathering in Church, so
compelling, that | try very hard not to miss those Wednesday mornings.
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Feature

This i1s My Life!

In this Spring/Easter edition of ‘Church News’ we are pleased to feature,
for the second time in the series, a married couple, Richard and Elaine
Molyneaux who are the congregation’s joint Building Fund Treasurers.
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Where were you born and brought up?

Elaine: | was born on 22 October 1957 in the Royal Victoria Hospital and lived in Stirling
Avenue, where our close neighbours were Beth and Tommy McCluskey. My mum brought me
up and | am so very grateful for all the opportunities she gave me as a child to learn to sing,

dance, horse ride etc.
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Richard: | was born on 19 May 1960 in Ardenlee Nursing Home, currently the site of Martyrs’
Memorial Free Presbyterian Church. The family home was in Graham Gardens and from

my bedroom window | could see Cregagh Presbyterian, the Salvation Army Citadel and
Cregagh Congregational. It was a wonderfully happy loving home and | am so very grateful
for everything mum and dad did for me and my younger brother Aidan. They made sacrifices
to give us both a good education and | miss them.

We know you have both been connected with Cregagh for a long time; can you tell us
something of your family backgrounds?

Elaine: My mum was born in East Belfast, my late father in Scotland and came to Belfast
with the Brodie family during the war. My mum is the youngest of three and her brother is Jim
Clarke, a member of Rosemary congregation, in North Belfast, who has served on a number
of church committees in Church House. | have seven cousins living in Northern Ireland,
Hereford and Tralee. | am so very lucky to have three Godsons, our nephew Dean who
recently joined the congregation, and my cousin Paul’s two sons, Tom and Harry, who live in
Hereford. | was christened in the Church of Scotland in Clifton Street many moons ago and
have a lifetime association with Cregagh. | remember a very young Dennison Mahood as the
Patrol Man who assisted the children across the road when the Sunday School was located
on the Montgomery Road.

Richard: My mum was the third youngest of nine and was born near Lisbellaw, Co.
Fermanagh. She came up to Belfast at the end of the war as a teenager and lived for many
years in the YWCA hostel on the Cliftonville Road. Mum passed away in January 2005,

and her two youngest brothers are the only surviving siblings; they live in St Andrews and
Enniskillen. We have a Carson family reunion in Fermanagh every summer. My dad was born
in Belfast and brought up on the Belmont Road. The youngest of three, he passed away in
September 1997, and is survived by his sister Ina who is 93 and lives in a residential home
in Lisburn. His sister, May Flanigan, passed away in 1976 and was a hugely influential figure
in my childhood. She played the organ in Cregagh Congregational Church and encouraged
me to join the children’s choir. Collectively | have fifteen cousins on mum’s side, and just
one on dad’s. Mum and Dad met on a blind date and married in 1958. | have a younger
brother, Aidan, and sister-in-law Yvonne, who live in Dromore, County Down. Our nephew
and Godson, Dean, turned 18 in March and is studying for his A-Levels at RBAI. We weren't
blessed with children but Dean is the son we never had, and Aidan and Yvonne have been
so very generous in allowing us to share in his development. | also have the most gorgeous
two year old Goddaughter called Lucy, who lives in Dublin. She is the daughter of my cousin
Raymond and his wife Barbara.

Where were you educated?
Elaine: Lisnasharragh Primary and Knockbreda High. | started working at the age of 17 so
| always say | was educated in the ‘university of life’. The headmaster at Knockbreda, Tom

Dalzell, had a connection with Cregagh. His late brother Sam was a highly esteemed member
of this congregation.
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Richard: Harding Memorial Primary and Annadale Grammar (now known as Wellington
College). I studied History and Politics at Queen’s University and graduated in 1981.

Can you tell us about your careers?

Elaine: | started my career in Castlereagh Borough Council, moved to the Gateway Building
Society, and have worked in that sector ever since, with the Alliance & Leicester, Leeds &
Holbeck, and currently with Progressive. | have been with Progressive since 1992 and | am
the manager of the Bangor office.

Richard: My entire career has been in the public sector in economic development and |
started working with the Department of Manpower Services in January 1982. It became the
Department of Economic Development and | later transferred to the Industrial Development
Board in April 1984. IDB merged with LEDU in 2002 to create Invest NI, and that is where |
currently work as a Deputy Principal in the Strategic Management & Planning Division. As
part of my work in Invest NI, | was Company Secretary of Air Route Development (NI) Ltd
which secured a number of new air routes from Belfast and Londonderry in the mid-noughties
to locations such as Paris, Berlin, Rome, Geneva and New York.

When and where did you meet and can you tell us something about your wedding?

Elaine: Richard tells the story of how we met below, about meeting in the February and not
having a proper date (lunches apart) until April due to my busy lifestyle. He didn’t buy me
flowers like my other boyfriends around that time, but | just thought there was something
different about him and the rest as they say is history. Our wedding day, 15 August 1987, was
marred by a monsoon which started about an hour before the service and we were unable to
take external photographs at the Culloden Hotel until later in the evening. | also remember
Richard being seriously reprimanded by the receptionist for ordering six Sunday newspapers
(true story, he was livid), and Richard working on Civil Service Cricket administration (he was
Secretary at the time) an hour before we left on our honeymoon.

Richard: | bumped into Elaine outside the Church one Sunday evening in early 1981 and
complimented the choir on the anthem they had sung (don’t think this would feature in the
all time top 10 chat up lines!). Elaine was on her way fo a social event so we exchanged
pleasantries for a few moments. | had an inkling that Elaine had a few admirers at that time,
and thought no more about it, but as | was walking up to Queen’s one day | noticed that
Elaine worked in the Alliance & Leicester Building Society at Shaftesbury Square, so | called
in, suggested lunch, and much to my surprise she accepted. However, Elaine had a hectic
lifestyle even then and she regales with great humour, that a ‘date’ didn’t materialise for some
weeks as she was involved in the Ulster Operatic’s production of ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ and
was going to Italy on a skiing trip, so bizarrely we met at lunchtimes in a local establishment.
| remember my dad chuckling after he had met Elaine for the first time and describing her as
‘rather lively’. | have to say he was spot on, and we both laugh about it 30 years on.
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What are your main interests and hobbies?

Elaine: | have been interested in music and drama since childhood, and was Chairperson

of the now defunct Belfast Chime & Handbell Choir which played at the White House for
President & Mrs. Clinton at the St Patrick’s Day celebration in 2000. That remains an abiding
memory. | am currently on the Executive Committee of ‘Soroptimist International Belfast’
which is a worldwide organisation for women in management and professions working
through service projects to advance human rights and the status of women. | am also heavily
involved in work around the Church.

Richard: | love sport and played football, cricket and table tennis. | was the youngest player
in the Harding Memorial Primary School football team which won the Belfast Schools’ Cup

in 1970, and was selected for the Belfast Battalion of the Boys’ Brigade at both football and
table tennis. | also played senior cricket for Civil Service and Cooke but my sports career was
effectively cut short when | succumbed to ME, the debilitating chronic fatigue illness, which

at that time was erroneously called ‘yuppie flu’, at the age of 29. | am a great reader and of
course, like Elaine, am heavily involved in Church activity.

What is your favourite piece of music?

Elaine: | like all types of music from T.Rex to Status Quo to Meatloaf. As a teenager | just
loved Marc Bolan, the lead singer of T.Rex, although I'd have to say I've got a soft spot for
‘Miserere mei, Deus’ by the Italian composer Gregorio Allegri and sung by Trinity College,
Cambridge. It is an interpretation of Psalm 51 and was composed in the 17th century for use in
Easter services in the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel. Of course, I've been a member of the choir for
close to forty years and recently joined the Praise Group. | value the friendship I've made with
so many people over the years and John Dallas is a dear friend. We are so lucky to have him
as Organist and Choirmaster and may that continue to be the case for many years to come.

Richard: Music is one of my great loves and it is a great privilege to be a member of the
Choir and Praise Group. I've been in the choir since July 1981. | have been listening to,

and buying music, for over forty years now so picking a specific favourite has been very
challenging. My favourite artists are Elton John, Rod Stewart, The Eagles and Michael Buble.
I’'m going to pick a couple of pieces, one popular and one spiritual. The first choice is Elton
John’s ‘Don’t Let The Sun Go Down On Me’ originally released in 1974. Elton is a musical
genius and for me this is one of the all time great ballads. | have found it so difficult fo pick a
spiritual favourite from all the hymns and anthems | have sung down the years but the simple
anthem ‘God Be In My Head'’ written by Walford Davies is a particular favourite. The words
are just awesome, and everytime | sing the piece it raises the hairs on the back of my neck.

Where is your favourite place to visit?
Elaine: As a young child | spent every summer in Insh, near Aviemore, in the Scottish
Highlands, and we went back a couple of years ago and revisited the house that | stayed in.

1 also met a girl | hadn't seen for forty years. The new owner very kindly allowed us to look
around the house, and it brought back wonderful memories of carefree summers.
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Richard: Give me the sunshine, Factor 10, my iPod, a cool drink, and | would be happy
anywhere. | went on a cricket tour in 1992 to Barbados and it was fabulous, and | would like to
see an Ashes series in Australia at some stage.

What is your favourite book?

Elaine: To be honest | don’t get a lot of free time to read, but | like to read myself to sleep
at night with a light ‘chicklit’. Since childhood | have been a big fan of ‘The Broons’and ‘Oor
Wullie’. | try not to take life too seriously, but | often wonder what some of my customers
would think of my reading tastes. | chuckle at times when | think about it.

Richard: My dad was a voracious reader and from a very early age | was introduced to
books, newspapers and journals. My favourite genre is political and sports biography but in
recent years | have read quite a lot of fiction. | have hundreds of books and | wouldn’t say |
have a favourite as such, but Brian Moore’s novel ‘Lies of Silence’, set in Belfast during the
troubles, is ‘unputdownable’. | should add, however, that | still have my ‘Baby’s First Book’
which my 93 year old Aunt gave me at Easter 1962, just ahead of my 2nd birthday. Many of
you will remember the Ladybird series of books that entertained children in the 50s and 60s.

What is your favourite film?

Elaine: | like movies and when we installed satellite TV in 1993, the deal was that | got the
movie channels whilst Richard got the sport. If | can’t sleep at night | will get up and watch a
film on Sky. If | had to choose a favourite it would be Easter Parade or Brigadoon; | just love
the old musicals.

Richard: 'm not a movie buff, and | must be one of the few people on the planet who has
never seen a Stars Wars or Indiana Jones production. Though it’s never too late | suppose.

! like a good comedy and the British black and white comedies of the 50s & 60s are hard

to beat. ‘Lucky Jim’ based on the Kingsley Amis novel of the same name comes to mind.
However, | can connect with “The King’s Speech’, which won the Oscar for Best Picture this
year, and I'm delighted that it is raising awareness of stammering to a whole new level. If you
are sceptical about the concept of guardian angels just think of Lionel Logue. By all accounts
he guided the King through every wartime speech he gave.

What are your favourite TV programmes?

Elaine: Reality TV programmes like ‘I'm a Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here’ and ‘Come Dine
with me’. Great fun. | am a real people person and love to see what makes people tick.

Richard: Thursday night is the political night on BBC1, and Question Time and Hearts and
Minds are a must see for me. | also love a good comedy like Fawlty Towers, and Some
Mothers Do Have ‘Em on Sky Gold. The quiz programme Eggheads is worth watching; how
on earth does any individual amass that much knowledge? It also goes without saying that
Sky Sports are favourite channels.
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Do you have a favourite sport?

Elaine: I'm not very sporty. Singing and dancing were my main interests, but I'm a member
of Everton Drive Manchester United Supporters Club (Ruth McNair, Beth McNair, Dorothy

& Emma Platt are fellow members) and | have a framed picture of the lovely Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer, the” baby faced assassin”, on the bedroom wall. Richard’s very understanding!
Richard: Football and cricket. | have been a Manchester United and Linfield fan for over 40
years and living in Graham Gardens, a stone’s throw away from Burren Way, where George
Best was brought up; there was only one club for me! | like tennis and golf and would like to go
to Wimbledon some year. That would be a bit special! My dad was a rugby fanatic and followed
Malone RFC, but I think he would have been appalled that the game has gone professional.
What is your favourite day or time of the week?

Elaine: 5pm on a Friday afternoon. | just love the weekends.

Richard: Saturday brunch in Bangor or Holywood, reading the papers and doing the Times
Crossword, and then on to Windsor Park for footie.

When was the last time you cried and why?

Elaine: I've been known fo shed a tear or two, particularly after hearing or seeing some of the
sad stories coming from the third world countries.

Richard: Watching ‘The King’s Speech’. It was deeply moving and truly inspirational.
What'’s the best piece of advice you have ever been given?
Elaine: Treat people the way that you would like them to treat you.

Richard: My late Auntie May who was so hugely influential in my childhood always used to
say you only get out of life what you put in, and | have tried to follow that advice.

How environmentally friendly are you?
Elaine: | think if this were my school report it would state “could do better”!

Richard: I'm not as eco-friendly as | should be, but I've become more aware of the
importance of the carbon footprint.

What is your indulgence?
Elaine: Trips to Farnham Estate Spa in Cavan. A wonderful way to relax and chill out with

friends.
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Richard: A weekend away relaxing in a nice hotel, soaking in a lovely hot bath.
Have you any phobias?
Elaine: Heights, wasps and bees.

Richard: Like Elaine, | am not good with heights.
What item could you not live without?

Elaine: My hair straighteners. | have extremely frizzy and out of control hair, as a child my
grandmother used to curl it round with her fingers, much to my annoyance.

Richard: A digital radio. | would miss my daily fix of music, news and sport.
What are you most proud of?

Elaine: My cross community work with the Belfast Chime and Handbell Choir. Bringing
children together from the two traditions in inner city Belfast who had never met anyone from
the other ‘side’. It changed mindsets and lives, and gave me great personal satisfaction.

The wonderful thing is the children are now mums and dads themselves. We have remained
friends and meet up for reunions.

Richard: People often compliment me on my gentlemanly conduct (I don't think they really
know me!) and if that is what people remember me for, then I'd settle for that. | know I fall
short sometimes but | always try to be courteous and respectful to everyone | meet. It costs
nothing to give someone a welcoming smile or an encouraging word.

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?

Elaine: To be less impulsive. | sometimes act before | think. | should really take a deep breath
and count fo 10 sometimes before jumping in.

Richard: Gosh, how long have you got? | can be too competitive and find it difficult to switch
off. Seeking perfection is an admirable quality, but when you really get down fo it, we are

on this planet for a short time and life is for living. In other words | need to take myself less
seriously, and laugh a lot more.

Have you any regrets?

Elaine: Sometimes | regret that | didn’t take my singing more seriously, However, I've had a
great life and made so many friends. Others haven’t been as lucky.

Richard: That | didn't learn a musical instrument when | was younger: the piano or the guitar,

and that | didn’t take my sport more seriously. | had natural ability, but was a lousy trainer, and
didn’t have the dedication fo be a successful athlete.
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Quick death or time to prepare?
Elaine: Preferably quick.

Richard: My dad collapsed and died only yards from home after posting an anniversary card
to my mum and | didn’t get the chance to say goodbye. My mum passed away in hospital after
a short iliness and we only had seven hours notice that the end was near. The last line of the
anthem ‘God Be In My Head'’ is, in my view, the most profound sentence in the written word.
‘God be at mine end and at my departing’. I'll settle for that.

Thank you, Elaine and Richard, for answering our questions. Thank you so much for serving

as Building Fund Treasurers particularly in these difficult financial times and when Cregagh is
looking at it’s buildings and planning for the future. We wish you both well in all that you seek
to do in Cregagh.and in your private lives.
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Feature

Youth Fellowship

James McCormick writes. ..

Love God and Love Your Neighbour
Living our Faith Open and Welcoming Good Worship Meeting Social Needs

Kirsty Pollock, Emma Platt, Julie Faulkner and Gail Chambers
enjoy their Christmas dinner at the Ramada Hotel

The Youth Fellowship has had another busy few months.

We had our annual Christmas YF Service on 12th December. The theme of the service
was ‘Jesus is the light of the world’, which we expressed through drama, dance, poetry and
some candles!
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YF’s Love Letters to God that they made during our lessons on
‘Love God’, part of Cregagh’s motto

Also in December, some hearty Senior YF members and others from the 18-30s age group in
the church braved the snow and ice and had a great night at the Ramada Hotel for the annual
Christmas dinner.

In the New Year Junior Youth Fellowship began to look at Cregagh’s motto of ‘Love God and
Love Your Neighbour’. We looked at how God loves us and how we should love Him. After
Easter we plan to look at the ‘Love Your Neighbour’ aspect and discover what we can do to
help our neighbours at home and overseas. We also welcomed Claire Taylor one evening
who came to talk to us about the work of Abanna and explained how the money we bring in
each week makes such a difference to the lives of the children we sponsor.

Junior YF has also established a prayer link with the Session and the Evergreens in which we
exchange prayer requests in order to achieve a sense of unity and fellowship.

Thanks, as always, to Kathryn and the Praise Group for their continued help with the services.

If anyone aged from 11 to17 would like to come along to Junior YF, we meet in the Sleith
Youth Centre at 8pm on Sunday Evenings.
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Featfure

Irish Night

Rosamund Mclntyre, President of our PW, counters the rumour that
Presbyterian Women are stuffy and serious all the time...

et
"\é‘.

Rosamund Mcintyre and Margaret Elliott entered into the spriit of Irish Night!

Those visitors who were at the Irish Night on Monday 7th March will look at some members in
a very different light!

Anyone visiting Cissie and William that night was asked to wear something green and this
was carried out to the letter by some.
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Emma McCluskey and Anna Spiers entertained with Irish dancing at the PW’s Irish Night.

The invitation was to join Cissie (Beth McNair) and William (Dennison Mahood) in their parlour
for a hooley.

Firstly William reminded us of the story of St. Patrick and then invited some guests into the
parlour to entertain us. Most had to travel a short distance to get to William and Cissie’s but
one by the name of Jean had only to come from the next field!

Mr Dixie McKenzie, an upstanding and well known man in the community, called first and
brought with him a good looking fellow by the name of Nigel to play on the guitar for him while
he sang two songs in his lovely soft Irish voice.

We had Irish dancing, both soft shoe and tap, by the now famous girls Anna and Emma in
lovely costumes.

There wasn’t a dry eye in the house at the end of a beautiful rendering of ‘How are things in
Glockamorra?’ by Meryl accompanied by Elizabeth Moore, a member of PW, followed by a
couple of monologues by Jean Smith, a member of PW, and the one from the next field to
William.
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Members of PW enjoy the sing-along at Irish Night.

Cissie and William were not content to sit and watch and despite their age and infirmities
entered into the spirit of the night with their own monologues roping in Nigel Platt to help them
out. They took everyone’s breath away when after a quick costume change they joined Anna
and Emma in ‘River Dance’.

Cissie had the tables all set and after a lot of laughter, community singing and drying of eyes
we had supper of Irish stew and green jelly topped off with shortbread and tea.

The evening was brought to an end with some Irish Blessings, the singing of St Patrick’s
Hymn ‘Christ be beside me’ and the Grace.

Everyone left with smiles on their faces after a very enjoyable evening. Not a stuffy or serious
person was to be found among them all!
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Feature

Flurry of snow creates idyllic
atmosphere for ‘Steam and Carols’

Winter may be past but John Kelly, a member of the Railway Preservation
Society if Ireland, writes our ‘Steam and Carols’ event...

The choir pictured before boarding the steam train at Central Station for the journey to Newry.

The flurry of snow on the evening of Thursday 16th December’s created the idyllic
atmosphere for ‘Steam and Carols’ when Cregagh Presbyterian Church Choir treated
members of the congregation and guests to a festive feast of Carol singing coupled with a
most enjoyable journey by steam train.

The innovative fund raising event, organised by steam train enthusiast David Thompson,
was affectionately re-named - ‘Sing-a-long-a-David’.
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Anne Graham, Dennison Mahood and Michael Graham enjoying seasonal
refreshments on board the steam train journey from Belfast to Newry.

After the choir sang a selection of carols at Newry Train Station. L to R: John Dallas
(Choirmaster), David Thompson (Event Organiser), Danny Kennedy MLA (Minister of
Employment and Learning), Councillor Mick Murphy (Mayor of Newry & Mourne District
Council), Gerry McAtarsney (NIR Route Manager, Portadown Line) and Brian Goodfellow
(Train Conductor).
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Ticket Master Rosemary Thompson with Beth McNair and friend. Beth’s
new outfit was sourced from far away fields!

Everyone boarded the train at Belfast Central Station and were soon to discover that the
‘Mystery Destination’ was the new train station at Newry which, opened in November 2009,
was recently awarded winner of the ‘Best Small station of the year in the UK.

On arrival at Newry the choir were greeted by Councillor Mick Murphy (Mayor of Newry &
Mourne District Council) and Danny Kennedy MLA (Minister of Employment and Learning).

Soloist Meryl McClenaghan pictured singing ‘O Holy Night', reminding the audience
of ‘the night when Christ was born’ - the real reaSON for the seaSON.
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Featfure

Steam and Carols 2011

David Thompson updates us on ‘Steam and Carols’ 2011...

The provisional date for the 2011 event is Tuesday 13th December. This may be subject to
change by a few days.

The RPSI (Railway Preservation Society of Ireland) has had at least four enquiries to run this
train. However, Cregagh is the “preferred bidder’, mainly because of their excellent choir and
the experience our Church has had in running such an event. Having a Handbells choir is an
added attraction.

The confirmation from NIR will not be obtained until about mid-July in case of any timetable
changes. Once confirmation has been received, advertising to the general public will take
place and tickets will be available hopefully from 1st August 2011.

No sponsorship to date has been obtained and the price of the train has increased so the
tickets will have to increase to £25. However, tickets bought by Cregagh members for their
families and friends will be discounted to last year’s price of £20.

Parties of 4, 7, 8, 11 and 12 will have reserved seats together provided they are booked at the
same time. Groups of 5, 6, 9 and 10 will also be together but you may have others sitting at
your tables.

The proceeds will go to the Church Building Fund and NO SNOW HAS BEEN

This will be an evening event will departure from Central Station at about 6:40pm with Carols
and Handbells beforehand. The train is due back at about 10:40pm.

Any suggestions and new ideas would be greatly appreciated. Please contact David or
Rosemary Thompson on 02892 677039 or E-mail: Dthompson10@aol.com
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2nd Model Railway Exhibition

(in association with the Ulster Model Railway Club - UMRC)
CREGAGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HALLS
SATURDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2011
10AM TO 5PM
15+ LAYOUTS IN ALL GAUGES
Parking close by - Light Refreshments - Disabled Access
Trade Stalls including RPSI Book & Video/DVD
Stall, Model Shop, Provincial Wagons &
Cregagh’s own Card & Jewellery Stall.
Admission:
Adult £3
Concession £2 (over 65 and under 18)
Family - 2 Adults & up to 4 children £10
PROCEEDS IN AID OF THE CHURCH BUILDING FUND

MINIATURE STEAM RIDES (WEATHER PERMITTING)
TO BE CONFIRMED IN THE AUTUMN



Church Records

Baptisms

Aaron Ruben

Infant son of Mr. & Mrs.D.Anderson, 38 Willowfield Walk.
Born: 2 September 2010. Baptised: 23rd January 2011.

Rebekah Joy

Infant daughter of Mr. & Mrs.S.Michael, 30 Church Hill Park, Ballygowan.
Born: 14 January 2011. Baptised: 27th March 2011.

Hannah Gail

Infant daughter of Mr. & Mrs.S.Michael, 30 Church Hill Park, Ballygowan.
Born: 14 January 2011. Baptised: 27th March 2011.

Marriages

20 November 2010

Deaths

24 November 2010
1 December 2010
12 January 2011

7 March 2011

19 March 2011
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Mr. Michael Kevin Hall, 47 Edgecumbe Gardens
to Miss Sharon Irene Dinsmore, 12 Loopland Court.

Mrs. Joyce Woollams, 68 Pommern Parade
Mr. Hayden Johnston, 10 Hamel Drive

Mrs. Eliza Jane Irwin, 105 Omeath Street.
Mr. Tom Jeffrey, 8 Rochester Drive
Mrs.Elizabeth Stewart, 13 Graham Gardens



Dates for your Diary

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 2nd at 9.00 a.m.

Mothering Sunday Service
Sunday 3rd at 11.00 a.m.

Faures ‘Requiem’ in Cregagh Church
Sunday 10th April at 7.00 p.m.

Palm Sunday Communion
Sunday 17th at 11.00 a.m.

Faures ‘Requiem’ in McCracken Memorial Church
Sunday 17th at 7.00 p.m.

Music for Holy Week in McQuiston Church
Wednesday 20th at 7.30 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Communion
Thursday 21st at 7.30 p.m.

Good Friday Meditation
Friday 22nd at 7.30 p.m.

Easter Day Service
Sunday 24th at 11.00 a.m.

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 7th at 9.00 a.m.

Christian Aid Service
Sunday 8th at 11.00 a.m.

Christian Aid Week
Monday 9th — Saturday 14th




Dates for your Diary

Summer Garden Fete
Saturday 21st at 2.00 p.m.

Junior Choir Concert
Tuesday 31st at 6.30 p.m.

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 4th at 9.00 a.m.

Children’s Day Services
Sunday 5th at 11.00 a.m. and 7.00 p.m.

P.C.l. General Assembly Week
Monday 6th — Saturday 12th

Summer Communion
Sunday 26th at 7.00 p.m.

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 2nd at 9.00 a.m.

Joint Summer Evening Service
Sunday 3rd at 7.00 p.m.

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 7th at 9.00 a.m.

Summer Holiday Bible Club
Monday 15th — Friday 19th

Summer Holiday Bible Club Service
Sunday 21st at 11.00 a.m.

Joint Summer Evening Service
Sunday 28th at 7.00 p.m.




Dates for your Diary

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 3rd at 9.00 a.m.

Presbyterian Women Autumn Fair
Saturday 24th at 11.00 a.m.

Car Boot Sale
Saturday 1st October at 9.00 a.m.

Autumn Communion
Sunday 2nd at 11.00 a.m.

Harvest Thanksgiving and Gift Day Services
Sunday 9th at 11.00 a.m. and 7.00 p.m.

Annual Cradle Roll Service

Sunday 30th at 11.00 a.m.

(Some dates and events are subject to change and will be confirmed in future issues of
Church News and the Weekly News-Sheet)




Cregagh Presbyterian Church

Saturday 21st May 2011 at 2.00pm

Plans are well advanced for this year’s Garden Fete
to be held in the Church Halls and Grounds.

Let’s hope and pray that the weather is kind to us this year and
make it the Fun Family Day Out it has always been.
For this to happen we need your support.

As well as sideshows there will be the usual stalls - that’s where you
come in — providing items for and staffing the stalls.

Do a spring clean and anything saleable you come across whether in
the garage, attic or cupboard can be brought along or even collected.

As well as bric-a-brac we need cakes, groceries, eggs, books, old
records, toys (old and new), etc. — no clothes or electrical goods please.

If you would like items collected please contact:
Peter Davey - 9079 5595 or Bobby Irvine - 9070 1037.

The Allen Memorial Hall will be open to receive items for the Fete on
Wed 18th, Thurs 19th and Fri 20th May from 7.00pm - 9.00pm

If you could give a couple of hours on the day to ‘man’ the stalls we
would love to hear from you — speak to Carol Ferguson or Peter Davey.

Your help will make a difference. Let’s all make the Garden Fete a
B0 A0 O \ A sucgess agaln this year.
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