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PRAYERS  
Father, with you there is no darkness or shadows, and you are pure 
and good. Yet in our broken world, we see so much darkness 
around us. Bring your light and restoring presence to the dark 
places in our lives. Bring your hope to hearts that feel defeated. 
Bring your love and compassion to those in pain. Give us faith to 
say with the psalmist, ‘Lord, you light my lamp; my God illuminates 
my darkness.’ May your light of hope shine in the darkness as we 
see glimpses of your presence with us and feel the comfort you 
bring. In the busyness of life, help us to take time to be still and sit 
with you. To breathe deeply, and release our burdens to you. You 
are trustworthy and true, and we thank you for caring for us so 
deeply and beautifully. Open our eyes to see you at work around 
us, especially in unlikely places. Give us your light, in Jesus name, 
Amen 
Take a moment to pray for all those affected by coronavirus in 
whatever way, the NHS and frontline workers, the world and church 
near and far- lift to God the people and places that lie heavy upon 
your heart      

 “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has 

dawned.”  
Isaiah ch9 v2 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY  
Light of life     
Jesus is the light to the people in the darkness. We are all born in 
the darkness of sin. Jesus, the Light of the World, comes to push 
back that darkness of sin and shine a light so brightly in our lives, 

and in our hearts, that there will not be the tiniest bit of darkness left. Find a candle, and sit with the 
lights off, imagine the darkness in the room is all the bad things in the world, all that makes people sad 
and loose hope, all the things that people say, do and think that hurt others and make God sad- how 
much darkness there is! It takes up the whole place! Now, light the candle, it seems so small but the 
darkness can’t put it out, it burns brightly, it is stronger and the darkness can’t do anything about it. 
That’s what Jesus is like, he is a burning light that gives hope to us when we trust in him, he will burn 
brightly until one day all the darkness will be gone for good. Turn the lights back on and blow out the 
candle, as the flame disappears imagine that it has gone inside your heart and that the hope and power 
of Jesus is within you, because that’s what we are promised in the Bible- that Jesus and his power is 
within us when we ask him to be our Saviour- when we are sad or when we lose hope let’s remember 
that Jesus shines his light in our heart and the darkness can’t beat it, or us! Pray: ‘Dear Jesus, our 
Saviour, thank you for coming into the world as the great light. Thank you for pushing back the 
darkness of our sin and surrounding us with the warmth and hope that is the light of your 
presence. We praise you Lord. Help us to live for your glory, now and forever. Amen’  

THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND 

IN THE TABERNACLE 

REMINDS US THAT JESUS 

IS THE LIGHT OF THE 

WORLD WHO LIVES IN OUR 

HEARTS AND LEADS US IN 

NEWNESS OF LIFE, GIVING 

US HOPE, POWER AND 

STRENGTH  

    READINGS: 

JOHN CH1 V-18 

THE WORD BECAME 
FLESH 

EXODUS CH37 V17-24 

THE LAMPSTAND 

 

                

  

 

 

     

 Love God and Love our Neighbour 

     



DEVOTIONAL 
Lighting the way  
The Lampstand was among the most ornate pieces created for use 
in the Tabernacle, it resembled a tree with the cups at the end of 
each of its seven branches designed to mimic the appearance of 
almond blossoms and flowers. The floral designs were to remind 
the Israelites of the Tree of Life from the garden of Eden, pointing 
them to God as the giver and sustainer of all life, whose presence 
brings fulfilment and meaning to existence, as the Palmist exclaims, 
it is the Lord who ‘makes known the path of life.’ The newness of 

life and guidance to live it are importance ideas exhibited by the Lampstand, almonds were also a 
symbol of hope and fruitfulness, so this precious piece of furniture echoed the central truth that by 
trusting in God and living in obedience to him, we are called to live fruitful and hopeful lives.  
 
Because it was set up in the Holy Place, not far from the Most Holy Place, it was made out of fine 
materials by the erecting of a wooden frame and then covered with a talent (or seventy-five pounds) of 
pure gold, which was hammered out to create the Lampstand’s beautiful appearance. God deserves 
the very best to be used for his worship, and thus he commanded Israel to use the finest materials in 
his presence and this demonstrates how they, and we, are to live by giving the best to God in service, 
he who is the holy and wonderous Lord who would graciously lead and guide, lighting the path. This is 
shown by the fact that the Lampstand also served the very practical purpose of providing light for the 
priests to do their work, since there were no windows in the Tabernacle through which natural light 
could enter. The almond blossom-shaped cups would have been filled with olive oil, and wicks would 
have been inserted into the oil and lit to provide light. Aside from helping the priest see, the light from 
the Lampstand would have also been a physical depiction of the truth of God’s nature as John would 
later write, ‘God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.’ Throughout Scripture light is used as a 
metaphor for the life that God alone gives, at creation God shines his light into the darkness as life is 
brought into existence, Paul later uses this imagery of light and creation to describe the life that arises 
when a person comes to faith in Jesus, or put in different words, when a sinner is born again. To the 
Corinthians he writes: ‘For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”  
 
Not only is new life and purpose pointed to as light, Jesus famously described himself in a similar way 
when he declared: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk-in darkness, but 
will have the light of life”. Later in John, Jesus again uses light imagery, when he says “The light is 
among you”. This glorious light shines into the heart of every believer as, bit by bit, the kingdom of 
God is brought together, this of great comfort to us, because no matter the circumstances that are 
around us the light remains, strong and undefeated. The darkness that seems to have the upper hand 
in this world will loose because the light is beyond the ability of the darkness to tackle or even 
comprehend. Again, as John wondrously expresses: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.’ This light, that reminds us of God’s presence, that points us to Jesus 
as our friend and Saviour, that prompts us to give the best of ourselves to God in his service will one 
day come to glorious fulfilment in the New Heaven and the New Earth where there will be no need for 
a Lampstand, nor for the sun or moon, for the glory of Christ will shine in  ‘…the city that has no need 
of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the lamb’. In the 
meantime, let’s bask in the light of Christ so that we might reflect it into the world, living as hopeful and 
fruitful disciples of he who is the Light of the World. 

Dusk descends, but Light unending 
shines through our night;  
You are with us, ever lending  
new strength to sight;  

one in love, Your truth confessing, 
one in hope of heaven's blessing, 
may we see, in love's love's possessing, 
love’s endless light! 
  

      

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

KEEPING CONNECTED AGAIN! 

An update, like this one, will be emailed out each Friday and delivered to folk who don't have internet 

connection or an easy way of accessing it. Please feel free to share around! 

 

‘PREACHING TO THE CHOIR’ 

Each Thursday evening at 6:30pm, while we are closed for services, we will upload a recording of a little 

midweek- 'Preaching to the Choir'. This will include a few musical items, prayer, reading and devotion. 

This is not a replacement of our Sunday service, yet is accessed the same way via the website or 

YouTube, but an additional opportunity to share in for the next while. 

 

OPEN CHURCH 

The church building is open for private prayer on Fridays 10am-12noon. There is also the facility to drop 

off offering envelopes.  

 

PRAYER LINK 

While Morning Watch cannot meet at the moment the Prayer Link will still be circulated, sent out in 

February, if you have any prayer requests please pass them along and if you would like a copy of the 

Prayer Link emailed or delivered please ask    

 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY  

The Zoom Bible study continues each Monday evening at 7pm, this season we are exploring the Gospel 

of Luke together, everyone is very welcome!  

 

BIBLE CLASS 

Bible Class will continue on Zoom on Sunday mornings at 11:30am, all p7s and up are welcome- if there 

is anyone who hasn't joined in yet it would be great to have you, please get in touch.  

 

SPRING COMMUNICANT’S CLASSES 

I would hope to get organised to start the Spring Communicant’s Classes shortly. Any members of the 

congregation, young or not so young, who may be thinking about becoming a communicant member of 

the church, or would like to join in as a bit of a ‘refresher’ please speak to me as soon as possible.  

 

EVERGREENS 

"The Evergreens have been growing amaryllis.  Attached are the results of their endeavours.  A fun time 

was had by all watching them grow and waiting for the blooms." 

 

GET IN TOUCH  

Please do not hesitate to get in touch  

Rev. Edward McKenzie                        07809674068                   emckenzie@presbyterianireland.org 

 

 


