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PRAYERS  
Loving Lord, thank you for all our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
thank you that you have made us one in Jesus and are using us as 
living stones, building your kingdom. Place within our hearts an 
increasing thirst after holiness and righteousness, and give us an 
ever-deepening love for each other and for you. Forgive us for all 
that we do and don’t do that hurts the fellowship that we ought to 
have with you and with each other. We pray that you would be 
glorified, through all your people, near and far, now and forever   
Take a moment to pray for NHS staff, key workers, those affected 
by coronavirus, vulnerable children, the elderly or lonely, our Prime 
Minister and government officials, our families and friends, the 
world and church near and far- lift to God the people and places 
that lie heavy upon your heart       

 ‘As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.’ 
Proverbs ch27 v17 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY  
We can do this together! Find a dinner tray and gather a pile of 
books, pile up the books on the tray and talk about how the books 
represent the Gospel. What is the Gospel? It is the ‘good news’ of 
Jesus! What is so ‘good’ about who Jesus is, what he has done and 
promised? Take a while to share about that.  
Next, think about how the tray represents the church, the church is 
to carry the ‘good news’ of Jesus and share it, the church is to tell 
the whole world about Jesus. So what is the church? What ideas 
come to your mind when you think of the word ‘church’? Take a 
while to share about that. 
Next, think about how the tray can’t carry the Gospel by itself, the 
tray needs to be alive, just like the church needs to be. So the 
church is not a building, but a group of people who love and obey 
Jesus by living out and sharing his good news. Each person who 
loves Jesus is like a living brick in a wall of a living building- ‘the 

church’. - Finally, get one child to try and lift the tray from one side, hopefully they will either not be able 
to or the books will tumble! Talk about now the church is made up of people working together for the 
sake of the Gospel, restack the books and lift the tray together- We can do this together, we can live of 
the Gospel, we can share the good news, helping each other along the way, because together, we 
belong to Jesus as part of his ‘living church’. Pray: ‘Father God, we praise you that you call us to be 
yours and that you give us a mission to live for Jesus. Thank you that you also give us one another so 
that we might help and be helped as part of a family seeking to tell the world about Jesus. Forgive us 
when we don’t love each other the way a family should and when we forget the good news of your Son. 
Fill us with hope today. Amen.  
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………‘Love God and Love our Neighbour’  



DEVOTIONAL 
An Enduring Fellowship  
For some years now a constant battle has raged in my head- 
which is the greater book- The Pilgrim’s Progress or The Lord of 
the Rings? For me that is a really difficult question for I like them 
both for different reasons. However, when discussing the concept 
of Christian fellowship I find a wonderful shared harmony 
between these two books.  
 

In the first section of Rings, The Fellowship of the Ring we bear witness to the forming of a fellowship, 
a company, which sets out to destroy the One Ring and in doing so annihilate an ancient evil which 
seeks to oppress all life in Middle Earth. The group is of such interest because it is made up of varied 
individuals from differing cultures and backgrounds, some of which who were not in any way fond of 
each other. Yet, the reader observes Men, Elves, Dwarfs, Wizards and Hobbits agreeing in common 
purpose to representatives of each people group joining the fellowship, so nine members step out in 
partnership with the united blessing of those who looked as if they would never collaborate. Sadly the 
Fellowship of the Nine breaks up, as one is killed and the others go on separate adventures of their 
own, yet even though they are at a distance from one another they share a deep bond, the comradeship 
that brought them together is still holding their hearts and minds as their individual quests form part of 
the unfolding story of which they all share. This unity of purpose is where I see a clear link with Bunyan 
and his story of the traveller on his way to the Celestial City.  
 
‘Christian’ journeys through dangers, doubts and darkness yet it is the help of two companions that 
strengthens him as they share the joys and sorrows of the pilgrimage with him. ‘Hopeful’ and later 
‘Faithful’ give to Christian a sense that he is not on his own and the company that he has is not simply 
a physical state of affairs but a deep spiritual reality. These two men are bound to him, as together they 
walk in obedience to their new master, the Lord Jesus and it is by his power that they see each other 
not just as fellow travellers but as brothers, as family, as those linked together with an unbreakable 
chain, even that distance and death itself cannot loose. Look how Paul was welcomed in our reading, 
at Puteoli the Christians invited him to stay with them for a week. In Rome, the believers were overjoyed 
to greet Paul, and as they met him, Paul too was struck to the heart, thanking God and knowing long-
awaited encouragement. It seems as if they were dear relatives, reunited together, and course that’s 
exactly what they were- fellow followers of Jesus, united with him and with one another as, the passage 
tells us twice, ‘brothers’.   
 
While we do not meet as a church family in the way we would wish to and these days are becoming 
often frustrating, making us anxious or downcast, we can call upon those two companions that walked 
with ‘Christian’- Hope and Faith. Our hope and faith rests in Jesus who has promised that he is the 
Good Shepherd of his people, as the Psalm we read outlines ‘we are under his care’. ‘We’ are under 
his care, even at a physical distance from one another we are united, held together by the Christ who 
has called us as his own. The ‘church’, that gathering of people from all different backgrounds, cultures 
and experiences still exists, and will endure beyond this crisis, for our accord is not in a building, it is 
not in common likes and habits, it is in Christ- ‘In Christ alone, our hope is found’. We are in this together, 
with one another as brothers and sisters, we don’t say that flippantly, we say that in the power of he 
who holds all authority of heaven, in whom there is unity beyond the shadows and struggles of this 
world. In whom we can have faith, in whom we trust, in whom we can be encouraged, in whose strength 
we can journey on, even if it’s only one faltering step at a time.            

Bind Us Together, Lord, Bind Us Together 
With Cords That Cannot Be Broken 
Bind Us Together, Lord, Bind Us Together 
Bind Us Together In Love 
 

         You Are The Family Of God, 
         You Are The Promise Divine; 
         You Are God’s Chosen Desire, 
         You Are The Glorious New Wine. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                                       
 
As we approach what would have been our Christian Aid Service we are mindful that the work of the 
agency continues, and has in some ways increased, due to the present international crisis. This is 
offered as something of an update on their work.    
 
“In times of crisis, more so than any other time, it is the poorest, most vulnerable and marginalised who 
are at greatest risk. We must respond quickly.”  
 
Christian Aid anticipate that some of the world's poorest countries, with the weakest health systems 
and most vulnerable people, will be exposed to this deadly virus. They will struggle to cope with any 
costs of healthcare, the costs of being unable to earn a living while ill or quarantined, and the costs of 
rebuilding their lives afterwards. This will especially impact the elderly, those with underlying health 
issues and compromised immune systems, for instance, people living with HIV who are also homeless 
or have no fixed income or access to health services.  
 
CA will use the lessons they learned from the Ebola crisis in Sierra Leone, to mitigate the impact of the 
coronavirus. Their website outlines their response:   
 
■    We will prioritise the poorest and most marginalised groups and ensure they have access to 
information and services free from fear and misinformation 
■    We will work to prevent the spread of the virus by providing hygiene items and sanitation 
improvements 
■    We will also work to ensure that the voices of the most vulnerable people are being heard and that 
the response is catering for their needs 
■    We will protect vulnerable people not only ensuring they keep safe, but also by protecting their 
livelihoods and support them to rebuild their lives afterwards.  
■    We will work with our church partners and other faith-based organisations in the UK and around 
the world to mobilise support. 
 
This response is being coordinated by working together with partners, informing people about the risks, 
offering hygiene and handwashing sessions, ensuring that health facilities in camps, and other 
potentially dangerous locations, have triage and isolation spaces in order to receive suspected cases, 
and providing training to health personal and key frontline aid workers.  
 
If you would like to donate to the work of Christian Aid please send a cheque to ‘Cregagh Presbyterian 
Church’ ensuring that you stipulate in some way, perhaps on another piece of paper, the donation is for 
the work of Christian Aid. Alternatively you can send the your contribution electronically, if you would 
like to do this, please contact Gordon Dunlop on 02890453829 or 07513596531  
 

To find out more information about current Christian Projects please visit 
https://www.christianaid.ie 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CREGAGH KEEPING CONNECTED  

Each Friday morning I will email out an update like this one, which will include a devotional, children's 

activity, prayer points and readings. These can be hand delivered or posted if necessary, if you hear of 

anyone who is not receiving a copy, or if you know of someone outside of our congregation who might 

benefit from receiving one please let us know.  

 

 

PRAYER 

The fortnightly Prayer Link will be sent out this incoming week, if you have any prayer requests please 

pass them on, if you do not receive the Prayer Link but would like to via email or printed copy please let 

me know.  

 

 

BIBLE STUDY  

If you would be interested in joining our Zoom Bible study group please email me. We meet on Mon 

evenings at 7pm, however another time can be arranged, or another group formed if required. If would 

be great if more folk were interested in joining in.   

 

 

THANK YOU!  

We want to say a big thank you to children and young people for contributing beautiful pictures (two of 

which are attached today), prayers and poems that we soon hope to distribute around members of the 

congregation- if there are any more please send them in, the more the merrier!  

 

 

CHILDREN’S ACTVITY 

If you have taken any photos of your children enjoying the Keeping Connected children’s activities and 

would be happy for folk in our church family to see them, please send them on to me.  

 

 

PCI MATERIAL  

PCI are gathering useful material to help during these challenging days, for a number of blogs, podcasts 

and links to other materials visit- www.presbyterianireland.org/thesethreeremain  

You may also wish to take this opportunity to follow PCI on social media (Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram) to keep up to date with resources and news.      

 

 

GET IN TOUCH  

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if I can be of any help whatsoever, if you need messages or even if 

you would just like a chat.   

Rev. Edward McKenzie                        07809674068                   emckenzie@presbyterianireland.org 

 

 

 


